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GENERAL RULES





ANTIQUES

 Premiums Off ered per Class
1st     2nd     3rd

        $12    $9     $5

GENERAL RULES





ANTIQUES
DIVISION 4201



CULINARY

       Premiums Off ered per Class
1st     2nd     3rd

       $12     $8       $4

GENERAL RULES

Sweepstakes Premiums
1st ~ $5 & Rosette





BREADS
DIVISION 3301



CAKES
DIVISION 3302



SMALL CAKES & COOKIES
DIVISION 3303



PIES
DIVISION 3304



BEST KENTUCKY BOURBON BBQ SAUCE 
DIVISION 3305



SPECIAL DISPLAY, DECORATED CAKES OR 
MOLDS

DIVISION 3306



SPECIALTY BAKING
DIVISION 3307



CANDIES
DIVISION 3308



PRESERVED FOODS: JELLIES, 
MARMALADES, JAMS, PRESERVES, BUTTERS 

AND DEHYDRATED FOODS
DIVISION 3309



PRESERVED FOODS:
CANNED FRUITS, VEGETABLES, AND MEATS

DIVISION 3310



PRESERVED FOODS:
PICKLES & RELISHES

DIVISION 3311



HOMESTEADING WITH HERBS
DIVISION 3312



JUNIOR CULINARY:
LEVEL 1 EXHIBIT

DIVISION 3313

JUNIOR CULINARY:
LEVEL 2 EXHIBIT

DIVISION 3314



DAIRY PRODUCTS

    Premiums Off ered per Class

Gold Metal Award

GENERAL RULES



DAIRY PRODUCTS
DIVISION 2701



FINE ART

 Premiums Off ered per Class
1st     2nd     3rd

                $50    $40     $25
(Unless Otherwise Specifi ed in a Division)

GENERAL RULES



RULES FOR PURCHASE AWARDS 
CATEGORIES



FINE ART
DIVISION 4001





CREATIVE TEXTILES
DIVISION 4002



SPECIAL ENTRIES
DIVISION 4007

STUDENT DIVISION
DIVISION 4003



KyCAD Awards

Eligible Divisions: 4001, 4002, 4003, 4004, 4006

Rosette, $100, & off er of a $2,000 scholarship to the Kentucky College of Art +Design

The Kentucky College of Art + Design is presenting 10 awards to individuals (including 5 students) 
whose work best represents the college’s Centers of Inquiry. 

KyCAD utilizes these Centers to support a subject-driven curriculum that creates an understanding of 
the interconnectedness of the world. To learn more, please visit www.kycad.org/academics. 

As an interdisciplinary program, all classes within the previously noted eligible divisions and medi-
ums are eligible for these awards. Criteria for each award are as follows:

-KyCAD Center of the Environment Award: artwork that speaks to place, whether natural or manmade, that 
addresses the broader frame within which humans live and work.

-KyCAD Center of the Human Award: artwork that speaks to what it means to be human and how these shared 
experiences aff ect us.

-KyCAD Center of the Visualization Award: artwork that speaks to knowledge transfer and the sharing of infor-
mation or ideas through digital or traditional art.

-KyCAD Center of the Story Award: artwork that narrates a situation that needs attention or shares the artist’s 
world view.

-KyCAD Center of the Decorative Arts Award: artwork that speaks to lifestyle, adornment, decoration, and the 
potential of the decorative arts to infl uence culture.

KyCAD is an accredited independent art school in Louisville, KY. It is not necessary to list this award 
on the entry form. 



PHOTOGRAPHY

 Premiums Off ered per Adult Class            Premiums Off ered per Student Class 
(Aspiring & Accomplished)                        1st     2nd     3rd

        1st     2nd     3rd                                          $30    $20     $10
                        $35      $25     $15 

GENERAL RULES





ASPIRING PHOTOGRAPHERS
DIVISION 4004



ACCOMPLISHED PHOTOGRAPHERS
DIVISION 4005



STUDENT PHOTOGRAPHY
DIVISION 4006



HOBBIES

Premiums Off ered per Class
1st     2nd     3rd
$10     $8     $5

GENERAL RULES



LEATHERCRAFT
DIVISION 4101

WOODWORKING
DIVISION 4102

WOODCARVING
DIVISION 4103



HAND-CARVED WALKING STICKS, CANES, & 
HIKING STAFFS

DIVISION 4104

HAND-CRAFTED WALKING STICKS, CANES, & 
HIKING STAFFS

DIVISION 4105

RECLAIMED BOURBON BARREL WOOD-

WORKING
DIVISION 4106



MINIATURES 
DIVISION 4107

DECORATED TREES 
DIVISION 4108



BASKET MAKING
DIVISION 4109

FLOWERS/FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS
DIVISION 4110

DECORATIONS
DIVISION 4111



MISCELLANEOUS
DIVISION 4113

CERAMICS
DIVISION 4112



SPECIAL ENTRIES
DIVISION 4115

WINDCHIMES 
DIVISION 4114



HOMEBREW BEER

GENERAL RULES



HOMEBREW BEER
DIVISION 3501







STYLE GUIDE 
** Additional Detail Needed







HOMEMADE WINES

Premiums Off ered per Class
1st     2nd     3rd

$5     $3    $2

Provided by Kentucky Wineries Association in honor of Eddie O’ Daniel

GENERAL RULES



HOMEMADE WINES
DIVISION 3401



WINE LABEL
DIVISION 3402



PLANTS & FLOWERS

Premiums Off ered per Class
   1st     2nd     3rd

          $8     $6      $4

GENERAL RULES





POTTED SPECIMENS
DIVISION 3101



ACCENT & SHOWCASE 
SPECIMENS

DIVISION 3102



CUT FLOWERS & 
DRIED HERBS

DIVISION 3103

ROSES
DIVISION 3104





 Premiums Off ered per Class
   1st     2nd     3rd

$10     $7     $4
       Unless otherwise specifi ed in a Division or Class

TEXTILES

GENERAL RULES





QUILTS
DIVISION 4301

     



Premiums Off ered per Class
   1st     2nd     3rd

$25     $15    $10
(Unless otherwise specifi ed in class description)
Sponsors noted after class decription with an *



KNITTING
DIVISION 4302



CROCHET
DIVISION 4303

NEEDLEPOINT
DIVISION 4304



SEWING &

WEARABLE TEXTILES ART
DIVISION 4307

RUGS
DIVISION 4306

TEXTILE CRAFTS
DIVISION 4305



COUNTED CROSS STITCH
DIVISION 4308



CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY ARTICLE
DIVISION 4310

EMBROIDERY & NEEDLEWORK

TECHNIQUES
DIVISION 4309



MACHINE EMBROIDERY
DIVISION 4311

DOLL CLOTHES
DIVISION 4312

DOLLS OR TOYS
DIVISION 4313



WEAVING, SPINNING, & FELT MAKING
DIVISION 4314



SPECIAL ENTRIES
DIVISION 4315

JUNIOR TEXTILES DIVISION
DIVISION 4316

      Premiums Off ered per Class
   1st  2nd  3rd
   $5   $3     $2





GENERAL EXHIBITS - WEST HALL 
PREMIUM BOOK



GENERAL RULES
Board Members in Charge: Commissioner Jonathan Shell & Dean Nancy Cox

ALL TIMES LISTED IN THE BOOK ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME

1. See General Rules and Regulations of the Kentucky State Fair (pages 6–13). Any exhibitor failing to   
 comply with any of the general rules or rules applying to their department will forfeit all premi-   
 ums won.
2. Please read the complete rules for each department you are planning to enter.
3. All entries shall be made through our online entry system located on our website at kystatefair.org.    
 Complete information is required.  All entries shall be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on July 9, or    
 a late fee will be applied.
4.  All Exhibitors may purchase one (1) discounted packet of eleven (11) admission/parking tickets for $44.   

 Purchase shall be made at time of entry. Tickets will be distributed at entry drop off. Failure to    
 drop off an entry and/or pick up exhibitor tickets at the time of entry will result in    
 forfeiture of exhibitor tickets.  There will be no refunds provided for exhibitor tickets   

or entry fees. 
5. Entry Fee: $17.00 per exhibitor, which includes all entries made in any department (except Homebrew   
 Beer and Homeade Wine). For example: An exhibitor can enter one (1) item in Bees & Honey and two   
 (2) items in Vegetables & Melons, and it will cost $17.00. Entries shall be submitted by 11:59 pm on 
 July 9 or a late fee will be charged. In the event a person(s) exhibits and participates/competes at   
 the Kentucky State Fair and then disputes entry fees, this person(s) shall forfeit premiums 
 awarded and be barred from exhibiting at future Kentucky State Fairs. 
6. Late Entries: An entry fee of $30 per exhibitor will be charged for all entries submitted after July 9. Late  
 entries shall be submitted by 11:59 pm on July 16. No entries will be accepted after that date.
7. Entry acceptance times are strictly enforced. Exhibitors shall have their entries in the correct depart-  
 ment by the ending time listed for their entries to be accepted.
8. No entry tags or admission tickets will be sent to the exhibitor prior to drop off at the Kentucky State   
 Fair. Pickup for entry tags and admission tickets will be set up during entry drop off weekend, unless the
 division’s specifi ed drop off time is during the Kentucky State Fair.
9. These exhibits will be located in the West Hall. No exhibitor will be allowed in departments during the   
 judging.
10. Please see specifi c release times in each department. Please note rules in each department relating to   
 disposal of items.
11. Exhibitors outside the Louisville vicinity may ship entries, postage prepaid, to:

Entry Department
Kentucky State Fair

937 Phillips Lane
Louisville, KY 40209 

 Exhibitor name and entry information (Department, Divsion, and Class) shall be included in the pack-  
 age. Shipped articles will not be accepted before Tuesday,  August 11, and they shall arrive no later than 
 Tuesday,  August 18. NOTE: Some departments have specifi c shipping/packaging requirements; please   
 read departmental rules carefully.
12.  The County Fair Blue Ribbon Winner Entry Instructions and form (only for county fairs held after the   

 late entry deadline of the Kentucky State Fair) can be found by contacting our offi ce at (502) 367-5200   
 or emailing entry@kyvenues.com. Please note that only County Blue Ribbon Winner entries that meet   
 the requirements of the State Fair categories (divisions and classes) in Culinary,Textiles, Hobbies,   
 Fine Arts and Bees & Honey are eligible. 



BEES AND HONEY
ENTRY FORM DUE BY: July 9, 2026     SUPERINTENDENT: Jill True
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY: July 16, 2026

ENTRY DROP OFF DAYS: SUNDAY AUGUST 16, 10:00AM TO 6:00PM
AND MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 9:00AM TO 12:00PM

ENTRY PICK UP DAYS: SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 7:00PM TO 8:00PM
AND MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 9:00AM TO 11:00AM 

  Premiums Off ered per Class*
 * Unless specifi ed in Division       Sweepstakes Premiums
 1st  2nd 3rd 4th             1st
 $19 $15 $13  $9          Rosette

GENERAL RULES



Superintendent’s Award: For Overall Example of Excellence, 
Rosette

Barbara Horn Award: This is a special judge’s choice award 
presented in memory of Barbara Horn, a long-time superinten-
dent of the Bees & Honey Exhibit. Awarded to the entry in Bees 

& Honey (including all divisions - youth, open, and honey 
cookery) that, in the judge’s opinion, is the best example of 

excellence.



1 Any Frame of Comb Honey (light) Foundationless or food-  
 grade cut comb foundation only. 
2 Any Frame of Comb Honey (Amber) Foundationless or food- 
 grade cut comb foundation only. 
3 Any frame of honey (Light) 
4 Any frame of honey (Amber) 
5 Four 1-lb. glass, wide-mouth containers of chunk honey, any  
 color 
6 Four 1-lb. glass, wide-mouth containers of creamed or 
 granulated honey, no added fl avor or additional sugars.   
 Creamed honey should be set, and shall not run out of a jar if  
 placed on its side.
7  Four 1-lb glass wide mouth containers of fl avored creamed  

 or granulated honey. Creamed honey should be set, and   
 shall not run out of a jar if placed on its side. An ingredients  
 list shall be provided for judges with only the entry number  
 for identifi cation. No additional sugars shall be added. 

8  Four 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of extra light   
 amber extracted honey.

9 Four 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of light amber 
 extracted honey.
10 Four 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of amber extracted  
 honey. 
11 Four 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of water white   
 extracted.   
12 Four 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of extra white 
 extracted.   
13 Four 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of white 
 extracted .
14 Painted Beehive Box- Any medium or deep super shall be   
 allowed. The hive is required to be hand painted. Stickers or  
 any similar items are prohibited.  Any theme is allowed.
15 Certifi ed Kentucky Honey- Exhibitors are responsible for   
 submitting one jar of extracted liquid honey in a glass 
 1-lb “Classic” or “Queen Line”. Entries into the Certifi ed   
 Kentucky Honey Class are required to have documentation  
 to prove their active status in the program.
16 Black Jar, only one winner.
17 Four clear hard plastic boxes of cut-comb honey, any color.
18 Photograph - 2026 Photograph shall be any photo of honey  
 bees, comb, queens, drones, apiaries, swarms, etc., will be   
 accepted; however, photos shall not include people or any   
 identifying information (street signs, handwriting, license   
 plates, etc.) (maximum size 8x10 inches, unframed but 
 matted with a maximum two-inch border). Photos will not   
 be accepted if framed and/or glass is present.
19 Artistic Beeswax [ten pounds or less] made by exhibitor in  
 2025-2026 season using only pure, natural beeswax.

20 One plain block of beeswax weighing 1-5 lbs. made from   
 exhibitor’s own bees from 2025-2026 production season. 
21 Gift Package - Display of a box, basket, or any other 
 appropriate container of packaged honey. Total weight not   
 to exceed 25 lbs., including container. It may contain   
 beeswax products and will be judged on 
 package and contents. No perishable items allowed. 
 New products only. 
22 Beekeeping Gadgets, any type noncommercial aids, used by  
 beekeeper in producing, processing, or distributing honey.   
 Made within the calendar year. Same concept will only be  
 allowed one time by a single bee-keeper.
23 Fiber Arts- Any form of fi ber art featuring honey bee, honey,  
 and apiary related themes. Including sewn items, quilts,   
 needlework, crochet, knitting, felting, weaving, etc. 
 Large pieces, such as quilts, are required to have a sleeve   
 (hanging sleeve) on the top back large enough to 
 accommodate a 4” rod. Both the top and bottom of the   
 sleeve shall be sewn on. Do not use pins. An instructional   
 video may be found on the American Quilter’s Society 
 YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b  
 F81VRK4ilw.  Quilts without the proper hanging sleeve (no  
 tabs) will not be judged or displayed.  Place entry tag 
 at the bottom right corner of the piece. If necessary, the quilt  
 bottom will be pinned up to prevent it from touching the   
 fl oor. Management will not be responsible for any 
 articles exhibited. The entry shall include a note telling the   
 judges about your entry, the idea behind the concept, how   
 long you have been working on your craft, and materials used.
24 Mixed Media- Honey bee, honey, and apiary related art, not  
 including fi ber arts.  Artwork shall be one item, less than   
 25 lbs and fi t within a 24 inch x 24 inch space. No frames or  
 glass. Mixed media includes paintings,sculptures, jewelry,  
 crafts, woodworking, ceramics, etc. Shall be appropriate for  
 the family orientation of the Kentucky State Fair. The entry   
 shall include a note telling the judges about your entry, the   
 idea behind the concept, how long you have been working on  
 your craft and materials used.
25 Window Display – This class depicts the most attractive way  
 to promote honey, wax, and beekeeping. Entry shall be 
 prepared and placed by exhibitor. Each display shall contain  
 a minimum of 15 items. Honey and beeswax shall be from   
 exhibitor’s apiary but may have up to three (3) honey or   
 beeswax items from another source. Each shall be   
 identifi ed with the name of the apiary or the source.   
 Failure to do so will disqualify the entry. Plaque sponsored by  
 the Commissioner of Agriculture.

OPEN CLASS
DIVISION 2001

Judging Standards start on page 92. 

Sweepstakes: To the winner of most points in classes 1- 27, Rosette & Plaque 

Premiums Offered Class 24-25
         1st    2nd    3rd 
        $35    $25    $20          

Premiums Offered Class 26
                  1st      2nd           3rd       4th      
            $60      $45 $35 $20  



YOUTH CLASS
DIVISION 2002

Judging Standards start on page 92. 

These Classes are open to anyone who has not reached his/her 18th birthday as of August 1 of the current year.

Sweepstakes: To the winner of most points in classes 28- 37, Rosette. 

28 Any frame of comb honey, any color
29 Three 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of light extracted  
 honey.
30 Three 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of light amber   
 extracted honey.
31 Three 1-lb. glass Queenline or Classic jars of amber extracted  
 honey.
32 Photograph -2026 Photograph may be any photo of honey
 bees, comb, queens, drones, apiaries, swarms, etc., will be   
 accepted; however, photos shall not include people or any   
 identifying information (street signs, handwriting, license 
 plates, etc.) (maximum size 8x10 inches, shall be matted with a  
 two inch border). Photos shall not be accepted if framed and/ 
 or if glass is present. 
33 Painted Beehive Box – Any medium or deep super will be   
 allowed. The hive is required to be hand painted. Stickers or  
 any similar items are prohibited.  Any theme is allowed. 
34 Three one quart glass wide-mouth containers of chunk 
 honey, any color.
35 Mixed Media- Honey bee, honey, and apiary related art,   
 including fi ber arts.  Artwork shall be one item, less than 
 25 lbs and fi t within a 24 inch x 24 inch space. No frames or  
 glass shall be used. Class includes paintings, sculptures,   
 jewelry, crafts, woodworking, ceramics, fi ber arts (sewing,   
 quilting, knitting, crochet, etc.) The entry shall include a   
 note telling the judges about your entry, the idea behind the  
 concept, how long you have been working on your craft and  
 materials used.

36 Best educational poster- The purpose of this class is to   
 allow the producer to exercise ingenuity in displaying 
 information in an attractive way, to address relative honey   
 bee industry topics. These topics shall be science-based   
 and education oriented. Citations shall be included for 
 references and photos. Originality, neatness, and content   
 compaitible with the family orientation of the Fair are 
 required. Consideration shall be made to use fonts that are  
 a minimum of 24-point for readability. Posters shall be
 standard poster board size 22” x 28”.
37 Most attractive article made of pure beeswax, not to exceed  
 10 lbs. Shall be made by exhibitor during 2025-2026 season.

26 Best Educational Poster- The purpose of this class is to allow  
 the producer to exercise ingenuity in displaying information  
 in an attractive way, to address relative honey bee industry   
 topics. These topics shall be science-based and education   
 oriented. Citations shall be included for references and   
 photos. Originality, neatness, and content compatible with   
 the family orientation of the Fair are important. 
 Consideration shall be made to use fonts that are a   
 minimum of 24-point for readability. Posters should be   
 standard poster board size 22” x 28.

27 Beeswax Candles (molded, various shapes, rolled)- Entries   
 are to showcase the natural beauty of beeswax. No added   
 color allowed. Shall contain at least 3 candles, but no more   
 than 5 candles. Can be displayed on a paper plate or 
 something that will not break. No wire wicks permitted. 



HONEY COOKERY
DIVISION 2003

Judging Standards start on page 92.

This contest features honey as the primary ingredient.  A typed recipe shall be submitted with each entry, including entry number 
and class number. The recipe shall list honey as the only sweetener in the whole recipe, and all components that are presented to the 
judges, including icings and glazes. Furthermore, please do not enter items that require refrigeration due to food safety risks. The rec-
ipe shall accompany each entry at the time it is received for judging. Each entry shall be on unidentifi able plates. All recipes become 

the property of the Kentucky State Fair and Kentucky State Beekeepers Association with the right to use at a future date.

All food items shall be covered, and disposable containers and plastic baggies should be used where feasible.  Any item that Superin-
tendent or judge determines to be unsanitary (hairs, molds, etc.), improperly canned, or undercooked will be disqualifi ed.

Do NOT enter any items that require refrigeration.

Sweepstakes: To the winner of most points in classes 38- 59, Rosette 

Premiums Offered per Class
               1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $10        $8  $4  $2  

Breads, Rolls, Scones, Cookies and Cakes shall be presented on a sturdy, foil-lined cardboard that is no larger than about 1 inch more 
than the entry itself. Pies shall be presented on sturdy, lightweight aluminum pie plates. Securely fasten the entry tag by punching a 

small hole in the cardboard and attaching it with string. Entries shall be covered in plastic wrap to keep fresh for judging.  All entries 
and containers will be discarded at the end of the fair and will not be returned to the contestant.

38  Honey Nut Bread made with 100% honey.
39  Loaf White Bread made with 100% honey.
40  Whole Wheat Bread made with 100% honey.
41  Dinner Rolls, 1/2 dozen made with 100% honey.
42  Scones (Fruit Allowed), 1/2 dozen made with 100% honey.
43  Cornbread, 1/2 dozen made with 100% honey.
44  Cake using light honey, with icing or glaze.
45  Cake using dark honey, with icing or glaze.
46  Dropped Cookies other than peanut butter, 1 dozen made   
 with 100% honey.
47  Peanut Butter Cookies, 1 dozen made with 100% honey.
48  Unbaked Cookies, 1 dozen made with 100% honey.
49  Oatmeal Cookies (dried fruit allowed), 1 dozen made with   
 100% honey.

50  Pecan Pie made with 100% honey. 
51  Any 9 inch Fruit Pie made with 100% honey.
52  Syrup- (Fruit Allowed) made with 100% honey.
53  Baklava. 1/2 dozen made with 100% honey.
54  Bread & Butter Pickles, 1 wide-mouth pint jar made with   
 100% honey.
55  Granola using 100% honey, 1 plate.
56  Honey Roasted Nuts using 100% honey, 1 plate.
57  Barbeque Sauce 1 regular pint jar made with 100% honey.
58  Any Fruit Jam, using 1 regular pint jar made with 100% honey
59  Honey Culinary Gift package.



Frames of Honey (any size, extraction, or comb*) Points
General Appearance of Frame (cleanliness and free of excessive stains) 10

Attachments and Accuracy of Comb Thickness (not less than one inch for comb honey) 10

Free of uncapped cells, dry holes, brood cells, and pollen 20

Capping: Completeness, evenness, and free of bruised, leaking, and travel stain 20

Uniformity and Accuracy of Color (comb, cappings, and honey) 10

Quality of Honey (free of granulation, honey dew, poorly ripended or fermented honey, objec-
tionable fl avor or aroma, or other means of damage)

30

Total 100
*Frames for comb honey shall be free of support wires.

Creamed Honey (no fl avors) Points
A type of honey developed by controlling the process of natural granulation. Noted for its fi ne texture and ease of spreading at 

room temperature.

Appearance and Uniformity of Containers 5

Uniform and Correct Level of Fill 5

Firmness of Set 20

Free of Foreign Material 15

Free of Froth and Frosting 15

Uniformity of Honey, Including Texture 15

Texture of Granulation 25

Total 100

Chunk Honey Points
Uniformity & Appearance, Including Containers 5

Uniform and Correct Level of Fill 5

Free of Crystals 15

Free of Foreign Material 15

Free of Air Bubbles, Froth, and Wax Particles 15

Appearance and Quality of Comb and Cappings 15

Density of Liquid (moisture) 15

Neatness of Cut Edges and Packing 10

Uniformity of Color of Comb and Liquid 5

Total 100

Honey Judging Standards

Any honey with a moisture content of 18.7% or higher will be disqualifi ed.  Any honey with a moisture content of 18.00% to 18.6% 
will have three (3) points deducted. Any honey with a moisture content of 14% to 17.9% will receive a full fi fteen (15) points. Any 

honey with a moisture content of 13.9% or lower will have three (3) points deducted.  Any fermented, smoked, or fume-board chemi-
cally contaminated honey will be disqualifi ed. Any honey that Superintendent or judge determines to be unsanitary will be disqualifi ed, 

including contaminates such as hairs, molds, etc.



Extracted (Liquid) Honey Points
Uniform and Accurate Level of Fill 15

Free of Crystals 20

Free of Foreign Material 20

Free of Air Bubbles and Foam 20

Accuracy and Uniform Color 10

Density (moisture) 15

Total 100

Black Jar Points
Taste 100

Total 100

Artistic Beeswax Points
Color (between straw and canary yellow)(no added color) 25

Cleanliness (free of surface dirt, honey, or other impurities) 25

Novelty of Mold or Sculpture 25

Workmanship 25

Total 100

Beeswax Blocks Points
Color (between straw and canary yellow)(no added color) 25

Cleanliness (free of surface dirt, honey, or other impurities) 25

Uniformity of Appearance 15

Free of Cracking, Shrinkage, and Bruising 20

Texture and Aroma 15

Total 100

Fiber Arts (sewn items, quilts, needle work, crochet, knitting, felting, 
weaving, etc.) 

Points

Degree of Diffi culty 20

Cleanliness 10

Interpretation of Theme 10

Workmanship and attention to detail 20

Construction: Consistency of stitching, tension, no raw edges, integrity, evenness 20

Finishing: Free from knots, loose or dangling ends, neatness of seams, appropriate blocking 20

Total 100

Best Educational Display Points
Educational Value 25

Attractiveness 25

Originality 25

Appearance, Quality, and Variety of Products 25

Total 100



Gift Package Points
Originality 30

Variety 30

Quality of Products 20

Commercial Appeal 20

Total 100

Beekeeping Gadgets Points
Usefulness 25

Originality 15

Workmanship 20

Ease of Production 15

Explanatory Text 25

Total 100

Cut-Comb Honey (plastic containers) Points
Cleanliness, Absence of Travel Stains 15

Thickness of Comb, Absence of Crushed Wax 20

Neatness of Cut, Absence of Liquid Honey 25

Absence of Uncapped Cells Pollen 20

Uniformity of Entry 20

Total 100

Photograph: Beekeeping Points
Technique 30

Composition 30

Impact 30

Overall Appearance 10

Total 100

Beeswax Candles Points
Color 20

Uniformity of Appearance 20

Cleanliness 20

Workmanship 20

Odor 20

Total 100

Window Display Points
Public Appeal 25

Educational Aspects 25

Originality 25

Variety and Sales Appeal 25

Total 100



Certifi ed Kentucky Honey Points
Paperwork verifying beekepers active status as a Certifi ed Kentucky Honey Producer shall be included with submission

Uniform and Accurate Level of Fill 15

Free of Crystals 20

Free of Foreign Material 20

Free of Air Bubbles and Foam 20

Accuracy and Uniform Color 10

Density (moisture) 15

Total 100

Mixed Media Points
Honey, Honey Bees, or Apiary themes shall be present to be considered for this category.

Interpretation of Theme 20

Creativity and Originality (how innovative and original the piece is) 20

Workmanship and attention to detail 20

Presentation (The overall artistic appeal and appearance of the piece, including framing, mat-
ting, and cleanliness)

20

Demonstation of Skill (quality of the artwork and the artistic skill demonstrated) 20

Total 100

Educational Posters Points
Honey, Honey Bees, or Apiary themes shall be present to be considered for this category.

Interpretation of Theme 40

Content is clearly presented and understandable to a general audience 15

Overall Graphic Layout and Design (easy to read, consistent and readable fonts, 
appealing colors and graphics, etc. Posters shall be printed and measure 36” x 48”.)

20

Poster Organization and Coherence (Including defi ned sections such as introduction, meth-
ods, discussion, conclusion, etc. Effective use of charts/graphs/images.)

20

References/Citations: (All reference works such as books, websites, journal articles, quotes, 
etc.) shall be properly cited using MLA, APA, or similar format.)

5

Total 100

Essay and Poetry Points
Honey, Honey Bees, or Apiary themes shall be present to be considered for this category.

Interpretation of Theme 20

Depth of analysis (Demonstration of understanding of the subject matter, providing insightful 
interpretations and supporting arguments)

20

Originality of perspective (Fresh viewpoints or unique take on the topic, impactful vocabulary, 
spelling and formatting) 

20

Creative Elements (Appropriate and creative imagery, fi gurative language, rhythm/sound
devices, etc.)

20

Overall Impact (Engagement of reader, emotional resonance) 20

Total 100



EGG SHOW
SUPERINTENDENT: Lori Durham 

ENTRY FORM DUE BY: July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY: July 16, 2026

ENTRY DROP OFF DAYS: TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 12:00PM (Noon) TO 5:00PM

    Premiums Off ered per Class     Sweepstakes Premiums
 1st  2nd 3rd              1st
 $60 $30 $20            Rosette

GENERAL RULES
1. Open to Kentucky and Out-of-State Exhibitors.
2. Each exhibitor is limited to two entries in each class. Eggs 

entered are required to be produced by his or her own 
fl ock. Each entry shall bear its own entry number and tag.

3. All entries shall be in place by 5:00 p.m,  Tuesday, August 18. 
Judging shall begin at 10:00 a.m, Wednesday August 19th.

4. Due to non-refrigeration, all entries are deemed inedible 
and in the interest of consumer safety shall not be returned 
to the owner.  All entries become the property of the Ken-
tucky Department of Agriculture. Non-winning entries shall 
be destroyed immediately following judging.  Winning entries 
shall be destroyed at the end of the Fair.

EGG SHOW
DIVISION 2601

Judging Standards on page 97

White - The color as close as reasonably possible to white.

Brown - The color as close as reasonably possible including dark and light brown. Beiges or creams are classifi ed as pastel.

Pastels - Include blues, greens, pinks, beiges, or creams. Judges reserve the right to move eggs from one classifi cation to another when 
they have been entered in the wrong class according to class defi nitions.

Best Overall Dozen: Judges will make the fi nal decision from each class winner for the best overall dozen based on appearance.
$100 and Plaque given by Commissioner of Agriculture



Egg Show Judging Standards

All eggs shall be properly cleaned, dried, and placed in cartons before being received for judging.  Any entry that is apparently dirty 
or has an odor shall be disqualifi ed.  ANY EGGS THAT HAVE BEEN SANDED OR ALTERED WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.  The entry 
with the fewest total deductions in each class is declared the winner, and others are placed accordingly based on fewest to most            

deductions. 

• Weight - Each egg shall weigh at least 1.92 ounces and no more than 2.33 ounces. Eggs not meeting this criterion shall have one 
(1) point per egg deducted. The maximum deduction in this judging area is twelve (12) points. 

• Uniformity of Color - All eggs shall be consistent in color.  A deduction of 1/4 to 1/2 point per egg is taken based on inconsis-
tency. The maximum deduction in this judging area is six (6) points. 

• Uniformity of Shape - All eggs shall be consistent in shape.  A deduction of 1/4 to 1/2 point per egg is taken based on incon-
sistency. The maximum deduction in this judging area is six (6) points.

• Shell Texture - Each egg is judged on shell texture in each of the following categories: 

• Rough

•  Ridges

•  Wrinkled

•  Porous

•  Blind check

 A deduction of 1/4 to 1/2 point per egg is taken for each occurrence. An egg that is cracked or broken shall have a 
 deduction of one (1) point per egg. The maximum deduction in this judging area is 42 points. 

• Condition - A deduction of half (1/2) to one (1) point per egg shall be taken for the following:

• Dirty (adhering dirt that would not be so severe to disqualify)

•  Stained (non-adhering)

•  Glassy or shiny surface (i.e, oils, egg whites, moisture)

The maximum deduction in this judging area is 36 points. 

Consumer Safety (w302 KAR 10:100)

Due to non-refrigeration, all entries are deemed inedible and in the interest of consumer safety shall not be returned to the owner. 
All entries become the property of the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. Non-winning entries shall be destroyed immediately 
following judging. Winning entries shall be destroyed at the end of the Fair. 



FIELD SEED & GRAIN
SUPERINTENDENT: Kimberly Field

ENTRY FORM DUE BY: July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY: July 16, 2026

ENTRY DROP OFF DAYS: TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 9:00AM TO 5:00PM

ENTRY PICK UP DAYS: SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 6:00PM TO 7:30PM 
AND MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 8:00AM TO 1:00PM

GENERAL RULES
1. Exhibitors are limited to two entries in each class unless 

otherwise specifi ed.
2. It is not required that an exhibitor be affi liated with FFA, 

4-H, or any other program to enter categories. 
3. All grain and seeds competing for premiums are required to 

be exhibited by the producers. In addition, each exhibitor 
may be asked to sign a certifi ed statement indicating he or 
she is a bona fi de producer of the seed he/she is exhibiting. 
Seed treated with a material that alters the natural color 
will be excluded from competition, except Crop/Seed Art 
(Division 2206).

4. Proper containers will be furnished by the State Fair for 
seeds, loose grain, etc., but at the close of the Fair, the 
exhibitor is asked to remove their exhibits from containers 
and return all equipment loaned for display to the Superin-
tendent. A release will not be granted until all equipment is 
checked in.

5. Judging will be on Wednesday, August 19.
6. Collections and displays shall be made up of specimens oth-

er than those entered in single classes.

7. Exhibitors shall not change their exhibits after Tuesday,     
August 18, at 5:00 p.m.

8. Clipped oats and barley will be excluded from competition.
9. No article or exhibit may be removed before 6:00 p.m., 

Sunday,  August 30. All exhibits not removed by an exhibitor 
by Monday, August 31, at 1:00 p.m will be discarded.

10. All corn entered shall be in at least the fi nal stages of  
maturity (grain fully dented down, fully colored, and past 
the milk and dough stage). No visible sign of insect damage. 
Husk and silk removed.

11. When, in the judge’s opinion, no entry in a class has the 
quality implied by a First Place designation, he or she may 
award such placing as he/she deems appropriate. Judges may 
disqualify the entries. The decision of the judge is fi nal.



HYBRID CORN
DIVISION 2201

Judging Standards on page 103. 

Length: 6 to 12 inches.

Circumference: 7.5 to 8.5 inches

Corn shown in the following classes are required to have been grown by the exhibitor.

In classes No. 3 & 4, one ear of each 10 ears shown shall be exhibited with at least three rows of kernels shelled off from butt to tip. 
These shelled kernels may be left in the display tray.

Premiums Off ered in Classes 1-4
               1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $30      $20 $15 $11  

1 Best Gallon Bushel Shelled White Hybrid Corn (Field Run)
2 Best Gallon Bushel Shelled Yellow Hybrid Corn (Field Run)
3 Best ten ears of White Hybrid Corn (Mature), free of husk   
 and silk
4 Best ten ears of Yellow Hybrid Corn (Mature), free of husk   
 and silk

CORN
DIVISION 2202

Judging Standards on page 103. 

Premiums Off ered in Classes 5-8
              1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $25      $20 $16 $12  

5 Most perfect ear of fi eld corn, free of husk and silk
6 Longest ear of fi eld corn, any variety (fully mature), free of   
 husk and silk
7 Best ten ears of any popcorn, free of husk and silk
8 Most attractive display of ten ears of Indian or Ornamental  

GRAIN, FIELD SEEDS, PLANTS, CROPS, ETC. 
DIVISION 2203

The judging of Grain and Field Seeds will be evaluated by a University of Kentucky specialist.  Any grain or fi eld seed that, in their  
estimation, is more than two years old may be disqualifi ed from placing.

Entries are required to be pure soft red winter wheat and shall not contain any seed treatment coating. No mixture of red and white 
kernels is allowed. Kernels shall be large and plump, and uniform in size, shape, and color throughout the wheat. 



9 Best 1 gallon Soft Red Winter Wheat (untreated grain)
10 Best 1 gallon Soybeans, any variety
11 Best 1 quart of Sweet Sorghum seed, Dale variety
12 Best 1 quart of Sweet Sorghum seed, Sugar Drip variety
13 Best 1 quart of Sweet Sorghum seed, any other variety
14 Best 1 quart of Sweet Sorghum seed, Keller variety
15 Best group of fi ve (5) heads of sweet sorghum most 
 attractively displayed as a group with 6-12” attached 
 peduncle, labeled as to variety: Visual 25%-Artistic 25%-
 Creative 50%.

16 Single 1 pint container of pure Sweet Sorghum Syrup
17 Best 1 Gallon, Any other grain.
18 Soybean Plants – Best Group of Six Plants that have reached  
 the full bloom or pod stage, displayed bunched together   
 with soil-free roots attached.
19 Single Soybean Plant bearing the greatest number of 
 naturally attached pods with soil-free roots attached.

HAY 
DIVISION 2204

NOTE: In Division 2204 exhibitors may enter up to two entries but will be limited to winning one premium in each hay class.

All bales entered are required to be one full bale, minimum two strand, tight, securely tied, with a minimum of 36 inches, and shall 
weigh at least 40 pounds.  The following point scale will be applied: Conformation and General Overall Appearance of Bale – 10; 

Purity of Crop represented – 25; Quality (Curing, Color, Smell) – 25; NIR Forage Analysis – 40.

The judge’s decision is fi nal. 

Best of Show: Hay - Best Bale or Combo Bales of Hay exhibited. The “Best of Show” is to be selected from the fi rst place winners. 
Rosette & Trophy courtesy of Feeders Supply Co. Louisville, KY.

 
Premiums Off ered in Classes 22-27

               1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $60      $50 $40 $30  

Premiums Off ered Class 28
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $80      $70 $60 $45  

Wheat will be judged on the basis of seed quality, uniformity, condition, and free of insects. 

Each soybean entry shall bear a tag. To be considered for competition, these plants shall have been selected from within the 
population of a crop fi eld (not the end plant on a row, or from a single row in a garden).

Premiums Off ered in Classes 9-16
               1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $15      $13 $11 $9   

Premiums Off ered in Classes 17
              1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $25      $20 $15 $11  

Premiums Off ered in Classes 18 & 19
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $20      $15 $12 $10  

22 Best Bale Timothy Hay, shall not contain a legume
23 Best Bale Clover Hay
24 Best Bale Alfalfa Hay
25 Best Pure Bale Warm Season or Exotic Grass, (e.g., Switch-  
 grass, Big Bluestem, Bermuda, Eastern , etc.) Shall not contain a  
 legume.
26 Best Bale Mixed Hay (any grass- any legume combination) 

27 Best Bale Other/Cool Season Hay (e.g.,  Orchardgrass, Fescue,  
 Bluegrass; must not contain a legume)
28 Three Bale Combination - 1 bale any legume, 1 bale any 
 grass and 1 bale any legume/grass mix



FARM PRODUCTS DISPLAYS 
DIVISION 2205

Premiums Off ered in Classes 30-32
      1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
      $17 $15 $13 $11

Premiums Off ered in Class 33
      1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
      $30 $25 $20 $15

Premiums Off ered in Classes 34-37
      1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
      $20 $18 $12 $8

Premiums Off ered in Class 38
      1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
      $55 $50 $45 $35

Premiums Off ered Class 39
      1st 2nd 3rd 
      $350 $200 $125 

30 Tallest sweet sorghum plant including head, showing good   
 development and true variety characteristics, roots removed,  
 Dale variety
31 Tallest sweet sorghum plant including head, showing good   
 development and true variety characteristics, roots removed,  
 Sugar Drip variety
32 Tallest sweet sorghum plant including head, showing good   
 development and true variety characteristics, roots removed,  
 any other variety
33 Hutch Box display of Farm Seeds and Grains- All grain is   
 required to be labeled, entry shall be securely contained and  
 boxed with clear cover: Visual 25%-Artistic 25%-Creative 
34 Largest diameter Sunfl ower Head - No more than 2” long 
 stem - exhibitor tag attached with string secured through   
 stem
35 Oddest Sunfl ower - no more than 2” long stem, exhibitor   
 tag attached with string secured through stem. Visually odd. 35 
36 Largest diameter Sunfl ower Head - No more than 2” long   

 stem - exhibitor tag attached with string secured through   
 stem
37 Most Perfect Sunfl ower- No more than 2” long stem- entry  
 tag attached with string secured through stem
38 Best Block Bluegrass Sod 12” X 24”. Each entry will be
 displayed in a box fl at furnished by the Fair; Point scale: 
 Purity 25%/Density 25%/ Quality 50% (color, root 
 development, etc.) 
39 Most attractive display and largest variety of any farm   
 products, not to exceed 8 ft. in width. The display shall relate  
 to items displayed in this department of fi eld seed and grain.  
 Exhibitor will be provided with 8 ft. table and a 3-sided wood  
 bay area painted white. No screw or nail longer than 1/4”.   
 Exhibitor is responsible for inside bay. Visual 25%-Artistic   
 25%-Creative 50%

CROP/SEED ART  
DIVISION 2206

Exhibitors may make two entries in this category.  Please list double entries on the entry form.  A wide variety of seeds used in 
exhibits is preferred.

Only the following materials may be used:
Seeds, stems, head or panicles, and fruiting bodies of oats, wheat, barley, rye, corn, soybeans, sunfl owers, buckwheat, sudan grass, sor-
ghums, and forage grasses and legumes common to Kentucky. Dried seeds, pods, and fruits are allowed, only of any horticulture crop 

(vegetable or fl ower) that is suited to or adapted to Kentucky.

Materials used may be painted or shown in their natural color.

Exhibits shall be displayed standing by easel or lay fl at. Exhibit shall be labeled on the back. Please indicate the type and approximate 
size of exhibit on the entry form.



40 Adult Crop or Seed Art (18 years & Older) - Using seeds   
 and parts of horticulture and forage crops as listed. 
 Accessories such as moss, paint, fl oral tape, and fi gurines are  
 permitted. Stands are not provided; they are the exhibitor’s  
 responsibility. 24”x 30”. 2026 Theme: Patriotic designs   
 that honor America’s 250th Birthday. 
41 Junior Crop or Seed Art (10 -17 years old) - Using   
 seeds and parts of horticulture and forage crops as listed. 
 Accessories such as paint, fl oral tape, and fi gurines are 
 permitted. Stands are not provided; they are the exhibitor’s  
 responsibility. 24”x 30”. 
42 Youth Crop or Seed Art (Children ages 4-9 years old) - Using  
 seeds and parts of horticulture and forage crops as listed.   
 Accessories such as paint, fl oral tape, and fi gurines are   
 permitted. Stands are not provided; they are the exhibitor’s  
 responsibility. 24”x 30”. 

43 Adult 3D Crop or Seed Art (18 years & Older) Three-dimen- 
 sional art generally occupies physical space and requires the  
 viewer to engage with it spatially from different angles. Using  
 seeds and parts of horticulture and forage crops as listed. 
 Accessories such as moss, paint, fl oral tape and fi gurines are  
 permitted. Stands are not provided, they are the exhibitor’s  
 responsibility. 18” high, 24” x 30”.
44 Youth 3D Crop or Seed Art (17 years & Younger) Three-
 dimensional art generally occupies physical space and requires  
 the viewer to engage with it spatially from different angles. 
 Using seeds and parts of horticulture and forage crops as   
 listed.  Accessories such as moss, paint, fl oral tape and
 fi gurines are permitted. Stands are not provided, they are the  
 exhibitor’s responsibility. 18” high, 24” x 30”.

Premiums Off ered in Classes 40-44
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $35      $30 $25 $10   

FIELD SEED AND GRAIN

PHOTOGRAPHY  
DIVISION 2207

Entries in the Field Seed and Grain Row Crop Photography Division are required to have been taken by the exhibitor. The subject 
shall contain some state of or depiction of fi eld row crop, harvest, or row crop packaging. The Field Row Crop, Harvest, Processing, 

or Packaging print shall be no larger than 5” x 7”. No frames are allowed; foam backing is permitted.

Premiums Off ered in Classes 45-46
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $20      $18 $16 $14   
45 Photography - Open 18 Years & Older
46 Photography - Junior 17 Years & Under

MAPLE SYRUP   
DIVISION 2208

Only food-grade and lead-free materials should be used in maple sap or syrup operations. Entries shall be from the current 
production year. 

Entries should be submitted in an 8 ounce clear glass jar. No label shall be applied prior to judging. 

Refer to the North American Maple Contest Guidelines - www.internationalmaplesyrupinstitute.com/.

Premiums Off ered in Classes 47-51
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $15      $13 $11 $9
47 Best 8 ounce jar of Grade A Maple Syrup - Golden (delicate  
 fl avor)
48 Best 8 ounce jar of Grade A Maple Syrup - Amber (rich fl avor)
49 Best 8 ounce jar of Grade A Maple Syrup - Dark (robust fl avor)

50 Best 8 ounce jar of Grade A Maple Syrup - Very Dark (strong  
 fl avor)
51 Highest Brix level of Maple Syrup not jelled or crystallized.   
 Submitted in 8-ounce clear glass jar.



Division 2201: Hybrid Corn Classes 1-2 Points
Kernel Uniformity 20

Kernel Shape 20

Color 20

Trueness to Type 20

Free of Insects 20

Total 100

Field Seed & Grain Judging Standards

Division 2201: Corn Classes 3-4 Points
Exhibit Uniformity 10

Shape 10

Length 10

Circumference 10

Tips 10

Butts 10

Kernel Uniformity 10

Kernel Shape 10

Color of Cob and Corn 10

Trueness of Type 10

Total 100

Division 2202: Corn Classes 5-7 Points
Exhibit Uniformity 10

Shape 10

Length 10

Circumference 10

Tips 10

Butts 10

Kernel Uniformity 10

Kernel Shape 10

Color of Cob and Corn 10

Trueness of Type 10

Total 100

Division 2202: Corn Class 8 Points
Visual 25

Artistic 25

Creative 50

Total 100



Division 2203: Pure Sweet Sorghum Class 16 Points
Density 40

Flavor 40

Clarity 20

Total 100

Division 2203: Wheat, Soybean and Sweet Sorghum Classes 9-14,17 Points
Quality 25

Uniformity 25

Condition 25

Free of Insects 25

Total 100

Field Seed & Grain Judging Standards

Division 2204: Hay Classes 22-28 Points
General Appearance of Bale 10

Purity of Crop 25

Quality (Curing, Color, Smell) 25

NIR Forage Analysis 40

Total 100

Division 2203: Hutch Box Display Class 33 Points
Visual 25

Artistic 25

Creative 50

Total 100

Division 2206: Seed Art Classes 40-44 Points
Visual 25

Artistic 25

Creative 50

Total 100

Division 2208: Maple Syrup Classes 47-51 Points
Density 30

Flavor 40

Color 20

Clarity 10

Total 100



FRUITS & NUTS
SUPERINTENDENT: Doris Hamilton

ENTRY FORM DUE BY: July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY: July 16, 2026

ENTRY DROP OFF DAYS: TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 8:00 AM TO 6:00 PM
AND WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 8:00 AM TO 12:00 PM (Noon)

    Premiums Offered per Class          Sweepstakes Premiums
 1st  2nd 3rd 4th                 1st
 $15 $12  $8  $5          Rosette & $20

GENERAL RULES

Scale of Points Points
Condition (free of marks of insects, diseases, and other blemishes) 40

Uniformity of size, shape, and color as to its variety 60

Total 100



PLATE APPLES   
DIVISION 2301

5 per Plate

Best of Show: Plate Apples

1 Best Plate Any Red Variety
2 Best Plate Any Golden or Green Variety
3 Best Plate Any scab or disease-resistant variety 
4 Best collection of (3) varieties

PEACHES   
DIVISION 2302

5 per Plate

Best of Show: Peaches

5 Best Plate Any White variety 
6 Best Plate Any Yellow variety 

GRAPES
DIVISION 2303

3 bunches per Plate

7 Best Fresh Market/Table Grapes, 3 bunches
8 Best Wine Grapes, 3 bunches

MISCELLANEOUS
DIVISION 2304

9 Best Plate Pears, Any Variety (5 per plate) 
10 Best Plate Plums, Any Variety (5 per plate) 
11 Best Plate Persimmons, Any Variety (15 per plate)
12 Best Plate Pawpaws, Any Variety (5 per plate)
13 Best Plate Figs (5 per plate)
14 Best Quart Blueberries
15 Best Quart Everbearing Raspberries
16 Best Quart Thornless Blackberries



NUTS
DIVISION 2305

All to come from 2026 crop; put variety name with plate of nuts 

Grafted Nuts
17 Best pint Pecans, any Northern variety
18 Best quart Butternuts, any variety
19 Best quart Black Walnuts, any grafted variety 
20 Best quart Persian Walnuts, any grafted variety
21 Best pint Chinese Chestnuts, any grafted variety
22 Best quart Heartnuts, any grafted variety 
23 Best pint Hicans, any grafted variety
24 Best pint Shagbark Hickory, any variety 
25 Best quart Shellbark Hickory, any variety

Seedling Nuts 
26 Best pint Hazelnuts or Filberts - For purpose of locating  
 superior seedling trees. Give brief history, including   
 ownership and location.

DECORATIVE FRUIT AND NUT 

BASKET
DIVISION 2306

Premiums Off ered per Class
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $40      $35 $20 $15  

27 Decorative Fruit and Nut Basket - Most artistic and 
 decorative basket (1 gallon to 1/2 bushel in size) of
 Kentucky-grown fruits and nuts. Judging to be on the 
 following basis: Kind(s) of Fruits and Nuts, 25%; Basket,  
 25%; Judging of Fruits to be based on the previous 
 criteria for quality points, 50%.



28 Best exhibit by a grower, fi rm, or corporation, to 
 create the most artistic and educational display of 
 Kentucky-grown fruits and nuts, grown by the name   
 represented. The exhibit should contain at least fi ve 
 fruit or nut crops. This display should be educational in  
 nature, and the use of important market containers   
 in addition to trays and plates will add to the exhibit. All 
 fruits grown by growers may be exhibited or repre-  
 sented (fresh or in jams, jellies, juices, pies, or canned,  
 etc.) The space will be approximately 4 feet wide, with  
 a back wall 6 to 10 feet high, and a table in front of   
 space about 6 feet wide. Varieties should be labeled.   
 Growers are encouraged to use their own judgment 
 in regard to arrangement of the exhibit, selection of   
 material, and display of fruits and packages.

ARTISTIC & EDUCATIONAL BOOTH

DISPLAY
DIVISION 2307

Premiums Off ered per Class
              1st       2nd       3rd      4th
            $150    $125 $100   $75  

Artistic and Educational Booth Displays Points
Educational value 250

Artistic effect including back wall 100

Arragement 50

Labeling neatness 50

Nomenclature and selection of varieties 100

Free of blemishes- quality and uniformity 300

Completeness of exhibit, including size of exhibit and kinds of fruit best adapted to the region 
where the exhibit originates

150

Total 1,000



KENTUCKY COUNTRY HAM 
SHOW
SUPERINTENDENT: Lashley Stith

ENTRY FORM DUE BY: July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY: July 16, 2026

ENTRY DROP OFF DAYS: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1:00PM TO 5:00PM
AND THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 8:00AM TO 9:30AM

GENERAL RULES

1. Only residents of Kentucky and hams cured and aged in 
Kentucky are eligible for entry.

2. To be eligible for competition, hams shall weigh at least 14 
pounds and not more than 22 pounds, as determined by a 
scale at the point of entry.

3. Hams shall be entered and exhibited in the name of the 
owner. All hams entered are required to have been cured 
and aged by the exhibitor.

4. An exhibitor may enter a ham in any one or all of the fol-
lowing classes. However, they shall enter only one division. 
Hams will only compete in the division entered with Grand 
Champion selected from both divisions. The Grand Cham-
pion Ham from Commercial Division 2501 will sell at the 
Kentucky Farm Bureau Country Ham Breakfast.

5. Only one exhibitor will be allowed from each family or fi rm, 
whichever is appropriate for the nature of the business. 

6. The Show Committee will rule on all questions or situations 
not defi nitively covered in this catalog.

7. The State Fair will NOT mail entry tags/admission tickets to 
exhibitors.  All tags and tickets will be picked up during drop 
off. If an entry is mailed, each ham shall arrive in a separate 
cardboard box with the name and address of the exhibitor 
plainly written on the outside and delivered to: 

Kentucky Country Ham Show
c/o Entry Department

Kentucky State Fair
937 Phillips Lane

Louisville, KY 40209

8. Each fi rst-place ham from Classes 1-4 will compete for 
GRAND CHAMPION HAM. The winner of the cut ham 
class is not eligible for Grand Champion.

9. The Grand Champion ham from Commercial Division 2501 
becomes the property of the Kentucky State Fair Board and 
will be auctioned to the highest bidder at the Kentucky Ham 
Breakfast.  All proceeds will be presented to charity.  The 
Kentucky Ham Breakfast will be served on Thursday, August 
27, at 7:30 a.m., at the Kentucky Exposition Center. 

10. No hams in Classes 1, 2, 3, and 4 will be returned to ex-
hibitors or otherwise leave the exhibit prior to the offi cial 
closing of the Fair. Hams may be picked up between 6:00 
p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Sunday,  August 30 and between 9:00 
a.m. and 12:00 noon on Monday,  August 31. Any person may 
pick up hams for any number of exhibitors by presenting the 
appropriate receipts issued at the time of entry. HAMS NOT 
CLAIMED BY 12:00 NOON ON MONDAY,  AUGUST 31 
WILL BECOME PROPERTY OF THE KENTUCKY STATE 
FAIR.

11. Hams in Class 5 will be released to exhibitors at the 
completion of the judging. Hams not claimed will become 
property of the Kentucky State Fair.

12. Any ham declared “spoiled” by the judge shall be disqualifi ed 
and discarded at the conclusion of judging.



COMMERCIAL 
DIVISION 2501

1 Placed in cure before January 1, 2026. Show weight 14 to   
 16.99 pounds.
2 Placed in cure before January 1, 2026. Show weight 17 to 22  
 pounds.
3 Placed in cure after January 1, 2026. Show weight 14 to 16.99  
 pounds.
4 Placed in cure after January 1, 2026. Show weight 17 to 22  
 pounds.

5 Cut ham class. Show weight 14 to 22 pounds. Hams shall be  
 whole and may not be cut or sliced prior to entry. Hams shall  
 be placed in cure prior to May 1, 2026.
6 (Group of Five) - Open only to those exhibitors entering all  
 above classes (1, 2, 3, 4, and 5). The winner of Class 6 will be  
 determined by the highest composite score of Classes 1, 2, 3,  
 4, and 5, and will be designated as fi rst place entry of fi ve   
 hams.

NON-COMMERCIAL 
DIVISION 2502

1 Placed in cure before January 1, 2026. Show weight 14 to   
 16.99 pounds.
2 Placed in cure before January 1, 2026. Show weight 17 to 22  
 pounds.
3 Placed in cure after January 1, 2026. Show weight 14 to 16.99  
 pounds.
4 Placed in cure after January 1, 2026. Show weight 17 to 22   
 pounds.

5 Cut ham class. Show weight 14 to 22 pounds. Hams shall   
 be whole and may not be cut or sliced prior to entry. Hams  
 shall be placed in cure prior to May 1, 2026.
6 (Group of Five) - Open only to those exhibitors entering all  
 above classes (1, 2, 3, 4, and 5). The winner of Class 6 will be  
 determined by the highest composite score of Classes 1, 2, 3,  
 4, and 5, and will be designated as fi rst place entry of fi ve   
 hams.

Hams from Classes 1, 2, 3, and 4 Points
Conformation - This refers to the general shape of the hams. Long-cut hams will be 
discounted.

20

Workmanship - Neatness and attractiveness of the trim. 10

Meatiness - The ratio of lean to fat. 20

Color - Desirability and uniformity of outside color. Hams showing evidence of excessive 
saltiness, moldiness, or smoke will be discounted. 

20

Aroma - Desirability of aroma as determined by probing. 30

Total 100

Hams from Class 5 Points
General Appearance - Includes conformation, workmanship, meatiness, and color. Half the 
points will be allotted before cutting, and the other half after.

20

Aroma - Aroma will be evaluated both before and after cooking. 15

Texture - High moisture content or too coarse a grain is undesirable. 10

Inside Color - Hams will not be downgraded on the basis of cure ingredients used. A uniform 
color of the cut surface is desirable.

15

Flavor - The tang and mellowness of a true country ham fl avor is desirable. Detection of off 
fl avors shall severely downgrade the product.

40

Total 100



TOBACCO
SUPERINTENDENT: Norman Mann

OPEN ENTRY FORM DUE BY: August 5, 2026
4-H/FFA ENTRY FORM DUE BY: AUGUST 5, 2026

ENTRY DROP OFF DAYS: 
 4-H DROP OFF: MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 9:00AM TO 2:00PM
 FFA DROP OFF: TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 9:00AM TO 6:00PM 
 OPEN DROP OFF: MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 9:00AM TO 4:00PM 
  AND TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 9:00AM TO 6:00PM

ENTRY PICK UP DAYS: SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 6:00PM TO 9:00PM 
AND MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 9:00AM TO 12:00PM

Premiums Off ered per Class
         1st     2nd     3rd     4th    5th
        $100   $75     $50     $30     $20

                                                                         
 

GENERAL RULES
1. Entries in 4-H & FFA classes shall be made through the FFA 

advisor or 4-H Agent.
2. Only tobacco that has been entered by the deadlines  

specifi ed above will be accepted at the Kentucky State Fair.
3. Entry tags to be placed on entries will be given to  

exhibitors upon arrival at the Fair.
4. No owner of warehouse(s) will be allowed to exhibit in any 

class.
5. All exhibits should be brought to the Tobacco Department 

in the West Hall. No tobacco will be accepted after the 
times listed. JUDGING WILL BEGIN AT 12:00 NOON (ET), 
ON WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST 19.

6. Tobacco may not be removed before 6:00 p.m,  August 30. 
Entries/exhibits may be picked up between 6:00 p.m. and 
9:00 p.m., Sunday,  August 30. In addition, tobacco will be 
released Monday,  August 31, from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

7. 4-H and FFA exhibitors are eligible to compete in only one 
division of the youth show (4-H or FFA). They may com- 
pete in the Open Class, provided they have separate entries 
for that class. Open class entries shall be made by August 

5 through the adviser or agent. Entries in the 4-H and FFA 
classes are restricted to regularly enrolled members of 
these organizations.

8. The Superintendent shall have the authority to reject any 
entry that in his/her opinion is unworthy of the contest.

9. Entries infected with insects or disease, or exhibiting severe 
damage, shall be discarded at the discretion of the Superin-
tendent.

10. Exhibitors may enter only one item per class.
11. Each exhibit of green tobacco consists of four (4) stalks per 

stick. Stalks shall be pierced, not tied to the stick.
12. All entries in the green classes should be wilted for a better 

presentation, but shall still be in the green stage. Green 
tobacco will be judged on uniformity, general appearance, 
and quality. The Superintendent has the right to disqualify 
any stick entered in the green stick category that has cured 
beyond the green stage.

13. All growing tobacco plants should be potted in a water-  
proof plastic bag and placed in an attractive container before 
arrival at the Kentucky State Fair. The container or bucket 



BURLEY-STRIPPED 
DIVISION 2101

It would be appreciated if exhibitors would label each entry as to name and variety, if known. This adds to the attractiveness and 
educational value of the exhibits.

The Commisioner of Agriculture will present a plaque to the individual exhibitor winning most points in classes 1-4. 

Classes 13-15: Entries shall be on an individual basis and shall be produced by the individual making entry. Only one entry per individ-
ual is permitted, and an entry shall consist of four grades: Flying, Lug, Leaf, and Tip. 

Classes 13-15: Each grade shall consist of two hands of 20 leaves each, and samples entered in Classes 1 through 12 shall not be con-
sidered for this class. Each grade shall be tied separately, then all four grades shall be tied together to make the entry.

An engraved plaque will be awarded to the FFA Chapter providing the greatest number of entries in classes 9 through 12 and 14 and 
to the 4-H individual exhibiting the most outstanding entry in classes 5 through 8 and 15. In the case of a tie, a point system will be 

used in awarding plaques.
Open Classes 

1 Flying
2 Lug
3 Leaf
4 Tip

4-H Classes
5 Flying
6 Lug
7 Leaf
8 Tip

FFA Classes
9 Flying
10 Lug
11 Leaf
12 Tip

Best Crop Classes
13 Best Crop, Open, 4 grades
14 Best Crop, FFA, 4 grades
15 Best Crop, 4-H, 4 grades

should be watertight. 
14. Each exhibit of stripped Burley tobacco shall consist of two 

(2) hands, and each hand shall be made up of twenty (20) 
leaves or more. The fi rst, second, and third place entries in 
all stripped divisions will remain at the Kentucky State Fair.

15. Types 22-23 Dark Fired tobacco will be exhibited in the 
same class, but type 35 (one sucker) will be exhibited in a 
separate class.

16. Each exhibit of types 22 and 23 Dark Fired stripped tobac-
co shall consist of two (2) hands of eight (8) leaves each. 
Each exhibit of type 35 (one sucker) stripped tobacco shall 
consist of two (2) hands of fi fteen (15) leaves each.

17. 4-H and FFA Best Overall Exhibitor - Exhibitor in each 
youth organization with the highest total points will receive 
an engraved plaque. To be eligible, the exhibitor shall enter 
three of the following classes:     
Burley - Stripped any of all Class 9-12    
Burley - Best Crop Class 14     
Dark Air Class 29     

Dark Fire Class 30      
Potted Dark Class 34      
Green Stick Burley Class 37     
Potted Burley Class 40

All plaques are offered by the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture



U.S. Types 22,23 Dark Fire Cured
16 Heavy Brown Leaf, BF
17 Heavy Dark Leaf, BD
18 Thin Brown Leaf, CF
19 Wrappers, AF and AD, Dark

U.S. Types 35 One Sucker
20 Heavy Brown Leaf, BF
21 Heavy Red Leaf, BR
22 Thin Brown Leaf, CF
23 Wrappers, AF and AR, Red Color

Best Crop
24 Best Crop, Type 22 or 23 (2 hands, 8 leaves)
25 Best Crop, Type 35 (2 hands, 15 leaves)
26 4-H Best Crop (2 hands, 20 leaves each grade)

Open Class Dark Green Tobacco
27 Dark Air-Cured
28 Dark Fired

FFA Class Green Dark Tobacco (By Sticks) 
29 Dark Air-Cured
30 Dark Fired

4-H Class Green Dark Tobacco (By Sticks) 
31 Dark

Growing Dark Tobacco Plant 
32 Best potted growing plant of Dark Tobacco, any type (Open)
33 Best potted growing plant of Dark Tobacco, any type (4-H)
34 Best potted growing plant of Dark Tobacco, any type (FFA)

BURLEY-STRIPPED 
DIVISION 2102

It would be appreciated if exhibitors would label each entry as to name and variety, if known. This adds to the attractiveness and 
educational value of the exhibits.

The Commissioner of Agriculture will present a Plaque to the individual exhibitor winning most points in each of the above Dark 
Divisions.

Entries shall be on an individual basis and shall be produced by the individual making the entry. One entry per individual is permitted, 
and an entry shall consist of four grades: wrappers, heavy brown leaf, dark leaf, and thin brown leaf. Samples entered in Classes 16 

through 23 shall not be considered for this division.

The Commissioner of Agriculture will present a Plaque to the FFA Chapter winning most points in Green Dark Tobacco classes.

GREEN STICK & POTTED BURLEY 
DIVISION 2103

It would be appreciated if exhibitors would label each entry as to name and variety, if known. This adds to the attractiveness and 
educational value of the exhibits.

The Commissioner of Agriculture will present a Plaque to the FFA Chapter supplying the most entries in Class 37 and a Plaque to 
the Top 4-H exhibit in Class 36.

All potted plants will become the property of the Kentucky State Fair and after judging will be used as decorations throughout the 
Fair for promotion of the Tobacco Department.

35 Open Class Green Tobacco by sticks: Burley
36 4-H Class Green Tobacco by sticks: Burley
37 FFA Class Green Tobacco by sticks: Burley
38 Best potted growing plant of Burley Tobacco (Open)
39 Best potted growing plant of Burley Tobacco (4-H)
40 Best potted growing plant of Burley Tobacco (FFA)



VEGETABLES & MELONS
SUPERINTENDENT:  Doris Hamilton OPEN ENTRY FORM DUE BY: July 9, 2026

LATE OPEN ENTRY FORMS DUE BY: July 16, 2026

ENTRY DROP OFF DAYS: TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 8:00AM TO 6:00PM 
 SENIOR CITIZEN ENTRY (DIVISION 2406): TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 8:00AM TO 11:00AM 

ENTRY PICK UP DAYS: SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 6:00PM TO 9:00PM 
AND MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 10:00AM TO 12:00PM (Noon)

 Premiums Offered per Class*  
           1st  2nd 3rd 4th      
           $15 $12 $8  $5       

1. Exhibitors are limited to one entry in each class.
2. All vegetables and melons entered shall be grown by the 

exhibitor. Junior and Senior Exhibitors are also eligible to 
compete in Open classes.

3. All awards will be made by single judge system.
4. The Superintendent will receive entries on Tuesday, August 

18 beginning at 8:00 a.m. All exhibitors shall check in with 
the Superintendent no later than 6:00 p.m. Exception:  All 
collections shall be in place and completed by 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 18, and exhibitors shall exit the West Hall at 
that time. Exception: Senior Citizen Exhibit (Division 2406) 
entries will be received on Tuesday,  August 25. The Superin-
tendent may extend access to the West Hall on the day of 
entry if deemed necessary.

5. All entries shall identify the name of the variety/varietal on 
the back of the entry tag to be eligible for premiums; the 
largest classes in Division 2403 are exempt. For example: an 
entry into the Tomato class “Red, round, slicer variety (5)” 
may have Stellar Tomato, Rutgers, Czech Bush, Greek Asimi-
na, Sioux, etc., all of which are Red, Round, Slicer Varieties. 
Any exhibits grown from a saved seed may be identifi ed by 
a name of the exhibitor’s choosing or “seeding.” This adds 
to the attractiveness and educational value of exhibits. “Any 
other variety” classes are limited to varieties that do not 
have their own category. Entries not classed correctly or 
that do not identify variety/varietal on the back of the entry 
tag will receive no premiums.

6. Articles in the department may be shown in only one class. 
They may not be exhibited separately and also as a part of a 
collection.

7. No exhibitor will be permitted to sell vegetables or melons 
within the display area during the period of the Fair except 

on the fi nal day, and then at such time and in such manner as 
prescribed by the Fair management.

8. No articles may be removed before 6:00 p.m. Sunday, August 
30. Exhibits may be picked up between 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Sunday, August 30, or from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Noon) 
Monday, August 31. Unclaimed exhibits will be disposed of, 
including baskets, jars, and containers.

9. All vegetables are required to be fresh and clean. Exhibits 
shall be displayed on white, sturdy paper plates or similar 
trays furnished by the Fair.

10. Exhibitors may wish to use a standard wide-mouth canning 
jar (32 oz. or smaller) to display extremely perishable entries 
(e.g., parsley, spinach, Swiss chard). Shipment of perishable 
products is at the exhibitors’ risk. The Fair is not respon-
sible for the condition of produce that has been mailed or 
shipped.

11. The Superintendent shall have the right to remove from 
exhibition at any time, any exhibit, or part thereof, that does 
not make a good appearance, becomes unwholesome, ap-
pears spoiled or diseased, or contains pesticide residue.

12. Products shall be the current year’s crop, except where 
noted.

13. Parentheses () after the class category represent the num-
ber of specimens to enter in said class. For example, “Sweet 
Potatoes White (5)” means you should have fi ve (5) white 
sweet potatoes on your plate for the entry.

14. Exhibitors may not use electrical outlets to power items in 
or on their collection/displays. Collections whose primary 
focus is vegetables grown by the exhibitor shall be judged 
more favorably than those that focus on ancillary items. 
(This pertains to Open Class 78 thru Class 84, Juniors Class 
111 and Senior Classes 144 thru Class 147)

GENERAL RULES



VEGETABLES 
DIVISION 2401

Class 68 must be previous season gourds and shall be cleaned. Painted gourds will not be eligible for these categories.

Premiums Off ered per Class
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
             $15      $12  $8  $5  

Beans
1 Green, round or oval pods (12)
2 Green, fl at pods (12)
3 Lima, or any other variety, in pods (12)

Beets
4 Any variety, tops cut to 4 inches (6)

Cabbage
5 Round, small-headed red or green(3)
6 Round, large-headed (1)
7 Brussels sprouts (3)

Carrots
8 Any variety, tops cut to 4 inches (6)

Critters
9 Vegetable critters. Odd shapes grown naturally (Decorations  
 should enhance natural growth for interpretation of exhibit.  
 No decoration of “normal” looking specimen.) (No more 
 than 3)
10 Vegetable Critters - Odd shapes grown naturally (No 
 Decorations of vegetables allowed, no more than 3)
11 Vegetable Critters - Normal shaped vegetables decorated   
 (No more than 3)
12 Themed Vegetable Critters: Representing America’s 250th   
 birthday with Patriotic Designs- Normal shaped vegetables  
 decorated (No more than 3) 

Cucumbers
13 Slicing type (6)
14 Pickle type (12)

Cushaw
15 Any Variety

Greens
16 Any Kale variety (1/2 peck)
17 Mustard, Turnip, any other variety (1/2 peck each)

Onions
18 Green bunching (12)
19 White, matured (5)
20 Yellow, matured (5)
21 Red (5)
22 Display of at least 3 types (5 each)

Okra
23 Red or Green (6)

Eggplant
24 Any variety (3)

Mushrooms
25 Best Plate of Button Mushrooms (5)
26 Best Plate of Portobello Mushrooms (3)
27 Best Plate of Mushrooms, any variety (3)

Parsley
28 Any variety (3 bunches)

Peppers
29 Green bell (3)
30 Colored, bell (red, yellow, orange, purple, or chocolates) (5)  
 (Exhibit should be of same color)
31 Red, other than bell types (pimento, paprika, etc.) (5)
32 Yellow, other than bell types (banana, sweet wax, etc.) (5)
33 Jalapeño type (12)
34 Cayenne type (12)
35 Habanero type (12)
36 Chile (Anaheim, New Mexico, Poblano or Ancho type) (12)
37 Other, red (Tabasco, cherry, serrano, etc.) (12)
38 Other, yellow (pepperoncini, Cascabella, hot banana, etc.)   
 (12)
39 Display of at least 3 types, small hot peppers (5 each)
40 Display of at least 3 types, large hot peppers (5 each)

Irish Potatoes
41 White (5)
42 Red (5)
43 Yellow (5)
44 Best display of at least 3 varieties (5 of each)

Sweet Potatoes
45 Any variety (3)

Pumpkins
46 Best pie pumpkin (small type)
47 Best Halloween type

Squash
48 White, yellow, or green scallop (3) 
49 Yellow summer (3)
50 Green, Zucchini, summer or Italian (3) 
51 Squash, any other summer variety (3)
52 Acorn (3) any color
53 Butternut (3) 

Sweet Corn
54 White fresh, with husk on (3)

Swiss Chard
55 Best three stalks, green or red



Tomatoes
56 Red, round, slicer variety (5)
57 Pink, purple, round, slicer variety (5) 
58 Yellow, round, slicer variety (5) 
59 Any cherry variety, small, round, any color (5)
60 Any pear variety, small, pear-shaped, any color (5) 
61 Any grape variety, small, oblong, any color (5)
62 Any beefsteak variety , NOT smooth & round (5) 
63 Any paste type (5) (including Roma, oxheart, etc.)
64 Any large variety of unripe (green) tomatoes, suitable for   
 preparing fried green tomatoes or other dishes (5)
65 Best display of at least 3 large varieties (5 each) 
66 Best display of at least 3 small varieties (5 each) 

Garlic
67 Garlic (3)

Dried Gourds
68 Loofa, Dipper Apple, etc. Judged on cleanliness, maturity,   
 length, and circumference

Watermelon
69 Best icebox or seedless melon
70 Best watermelon, long non-icebox

Cantaloupe
71 Best cantaloupe, any variety

MELONS
DIVISION 2402

Premiums Off ered Class 69-71    
         1st     2nd    3rd     4th     5th
        $20     $15     $10      $8      $6 

LARGEST VEGETABLE BY WEIGHT
DIVISION 2403

The same rules as listed for Open classes (Division 2401) apply to this division.

The exhibit shall be sound. There should be no visible cracks, wounds, holes, mold, disease, or spoilage.

There should be no suckers, wrapper leaves, stems, or extra foliage.

There should be no grossly overmature exhibits. The exhibit shall be of good, marketable quality. Superintendent/Judge reserves the 
right to remove any items on exhibit deemed unwholesome or not in compatibility with the family orientation of the Kentucky State 

Fair.

These rules also apply for strictly Junior and Senior weight classes.

1st Place in each class in this division will receive a rosette. 

Premiums Off ered per Class   
             1st      2nd 3rd 4th
            $35      $25 $15 $10

72 Largest single tomato (not green)
73 Cabbage, any type, one head marketable quality, cleaned   
 with only 3-4 wrapper leaves maximum.
74 Largest single beet other than sugar, top cut to 4 inches

75 Largest single bell pepper
76 Largest zucchini
77 Largest single potato, any variety



COLLECTIONS
DIVISION 2404

*Exhibitors may enter in either 78 or 84 but not in both.

*Senior Citizens who enter 78 or 84 are not eligible to enter 146 or 147.

Premiums Off ered Class 78
         1st     2nd    3rd     4th     5th
        $100   $75     $65     $55     $45 

Premiums Off ered Classes 79-84
           1st     2nd    3rd     4th     5th
         $40    $30     $20     $15     $10

78 Best general collection of vegetables grown by exhibitor 
 (No gourds or fruit)
79 Best collection of peppers 
80 Best collection of tomatoes 
81 Best collection of seasoning herbs 
82 Best collection of beans

83 Best collection of dry gourds (Dried immediate year prior;   
 ornamental and hard shells in natural color. No painted   
 gourds. Only clear waxing, varnish, shellac or sealer allowed.  
 No more than 15 gourds allowed)
84 Best market assortment of mixed vegetables produced by   
 exhibitor for dinner table (for family of fi ve for one meal)

JUNIOR VEGETABLE & MELON
DIVISION 2405

These classes are open to anyone who has not reached their 18th birthday as of August 1 of the current year. The same rules as 
listed for Open classes govern this division. Vegetables exhibited are required to have been grown in the exhibitor’s own garden and 

shall be displayed by him/her.

Beans
85 Green, round or oval pods (12)
86 Green, fl at pods (12)
87 Lima, in pods (12)

Beets
88 Any variety, tops cut to 4 inches (6)

Carrots
89 Any variety, tops cut to 4 inches (6)

Critters
90 Vegetable Critters - Odd shapes grown natrally (Decorations  
 should enhance natural growth for interpretation of exhibit.  
 No decoration of “normal” looking specimens. No more   
 than 3).
91 Vegetable Critters - Odd shapes grown naturally (No   
 decorations of vegetables allowed, no more than 3).
92 Vegetable Critters - Normal shaped vegetables decorated   
 (no more than 3).

Cucumbers
93 Slicing type (6)
94 Pickle type (6)

Eggplant
95 Any black variety (3)

Okra
96 Any one variety (6)

Peppers
97 Large, bell type, any color (green, red, yellow, orange, purple,  
 chocolates) (5).
98 Display of at least 3 types, sweet peppers (no bell type)   
 (pimento, paprika, banana, sweet wax, etc.) (5 each).

Potatoes
99 Irish, Any Color (5)

Pumpkin
100 Best Halloween type



Squash 
101 Yellow squash (3)
102 Zucchini (3) 

Tomatoes
103 Red, any round slicer types (5)
104 Any paste type, including Roma, oxheart, etc. (5) 
105 Any salad/fresh type (cherry, pear, grape, etc.) (5) 
106 Any beefsteak type (5)
107 Largest tomato by weight (no green tomatoes)

Watermelon
108 Best watermelon, any type

Cantaloupe
109 Best cantaloupe, any variety

Dried Gourds
110 Loofa, Dipper, Apple, etc. Judged on cleanliness, maturity,   
 length, and circumference.

Collection
111 Best vegetable basket, 6 or more vegetables grown by 
 exhibitor (no gourds).

SENIOR CITIZENS VEGETABLE & MELON
DIVISION 2406

These classes are open to Senior Citizens 55 years of age or older by August 1. The same rules as listed for Open classes 
(Division 2401) govern this division, with the following revisions:

The Superintendent will receive entries on Tuesday,  August 25, for Division 2406, Senior Citizens Vegetables and Melons, beginning at 
8:00 a.m. All entries for Senior Citizen Vegetables and Melons shall be within the department no later than 11:00 a.m. Tuesday,  August 

25, and shall be in fi nal place by noon. Exhibitors will be mailed a Pavilion Drive access permit for unloading vegetables at the West 
Hall. No vegetables or melons shall be removed before 6:00 p.m., Sunday, August 30.

Exhibitors bringing exhibits to the Kentucky Exposition Center during the fair are required to pay admission to the Fair or present 
an exhibitor ticket. This will also apply when items are removed. See page 3 for exhibitor ticket purchase information.

Senior Citizens who enter Best Collection of Vegetables or Best Market Assortment of Mixed Vegetables are not eligible for open 
classes 78 or 84 and vice versa.

Vegetables exhibited are required to be grown in the exhibitor’s own garden and shall be displayed by him/her.

For class 137, see rules for Division 2403.

Exhibitor may enter class 146 or 147, but not both.

Sweepstakes: To the winner of most points in Classes 112 through 143. Rosette will be awarded to the Sweepstakes winner and 
runner-up.

Beans
112 Green, round or oval pods (12)
113 Green, fl at pods (12)
114 Lima, or any other variety, in pods (12)

Cabbage
115 Any variety (3)

Carrots
116 Any variety, tops cut to 4 inches (6)

Cucumbers
117 Slicing type (6)
118 Pickle type (12)

Cushaw
119 Best Cushaw, any type

Okra
120 Any variety (6)

Onions
121 Any Variety, matured (5)

Peppers
122 Large, green bell (5)
123 Large, Bell other than green (5)
124 Hot, Any Variety (5)
125 Yellow, other than bell types (banana, sweet, wax, etc.) (5)

Potatoes
126 Irish, Any Variety (5)

Sweet Potatoes
127 Sweet Potatoes, Any Variety (5)

Pumpkins
128 Best Pumpkin, Any Variety



Squash
129 Summer yellow (3) 
130 Summer green (3)
131 Winter squash (Acorn, Butternut, etc.) (3)

Tomatoes
132 Any round slicer type (5)
133 Any paste type, including Roma, oxheart, etc. (5) 
134 Any salad/fresh type (cherry, pear, grape, etc.) (5) 
135 Any beefsteak type (5)
136 Best display of at least 2 varieties (5 each)
137 Largest tomato by weight 

Watermelon
138 Best watermelon, any type

Cantaloupe
139 Best cantaloupe, any variety

Critters
140 Vegetable Critters - Odd shapes grown naturally 
 (Decorations should enhance natural growth for 
 interpretation of exhibit. No decoration of “normal” looking  
 specimen. No more than 3.)
141 Vegetable Critters - Odd shapes grown naturally (No 
 decorations of vegetables allowed, no more than 3.)
142 Vegetable Critters - Normal shaped vegetables decorated (No  
 more than 3.)

Sweet Corn
143 White or yellow, fresh with husk on (6)

Collections
144 Best collection of dry gourds (Dried immedate year prior;   
 ornamental and hard shells in natural color. No painted   
 gourds. Only clear waxing, varnish, shellac, or sealer allowed.  
 No more than 15 gourds allowed)
145 Best collection of peppers 
146 Best collection of vegetables grown by exhibitor (Limit to 4  
 ft. space on table)
147 Best market assortment of mixed vegetables produced by   
 exhibitor



LARGEST PUMPKIN & 

WATERMELON CONTEST
DIVISION 2408

The Kentucky State Fair Largest Pumpkin Weigh-Off has been approved as part of the Great Pumpkin Commonwealth (GPC).
Please see our website kystatefair.org and the GPC website for more information.

Largest Pumpkin Contest

1 Exhibit shall be sound. No visible cracks, wounds, holes,   
 mold, disease, or spoilage is allowed.
2 No suckers, wrapper leaves, stems, or extra foliage is allowed.
3 No grossly over-mature exhibits are allowed. Exhibit shall be  
 of good, marketable quality. The Superintendent/Judge   
 reserve the right to remove any items on exhibit deemed   
 unwholesome.
4 All pumpkins will remain on display for the duration of the   
 Kentucky State Fair unless Fair management approves an   
 early release.
5 All pumpkins are required to be grown by the exhibitor.
6 Out-of-state entries are accepted in this class.
7 All entries shall be made through our online entry system at  
 kystatefair.org by 11:59 p.m. on July 9th. Onsite registration  
 is available for an entry fee of $20.00 per exhibitor.
8 Exhibitors will need to pay admission and parking at the   
 gate or purchase exhibitor tickets prior to the event.
9 Exhibitors who plan to enter on the day of the event will   
 be required to contact the Kentucky State Fair Entry   
 Department by August 8 to request a loading pass and map.  
 You shall pay fair admission and parking.
10 Pumpkins shall arrive on a pallet at the Kentucky State   
 Fair on Saturday, August 22, between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
 at the West Hall loading docks. A forklift will be available for  
 loading and unloading.
11 Growers will need to load their pumpkins on a suffi cient   
 pallet at the farm for unloading purposes by a Kentucky   
 State Fair forklift upon arrival at the Fair. The Kentucky State  
 Fair will not be responsible for insuffi cient pallets. Pallets   
 should be able to be moved by a hydraulic hand-jack; the   
 forks on the hydraulic hand-jack are 27” wide and 3 ½” tall.
12 Growers can pick up their pumpkins beginning on Sunday,   
 August 30, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. or 10 a.m. to 12:00 Noon on  
 Monday, August 31.
13 Prize money will be awarded as follows and will be based on  
 the fi nal, offi cial weight of all pumpkins:

1st Place: $500
2nd Place: $300
3rd Place: $250
4th Place: $200
5th Place: $150
6th Place: $100
7th Place: $75
8th Place: $75

14  If the 1st place pumpkin weighs 1,000 pounds or greater,   
 the exhibitor will receive $2.00 per pound for the weight of  
 the pumpkin. This award applies to the 1st Place pumpkin   
 weighing 1,000 pounds and greater ONLY. If the largest  
 pumpkin does not weigh 1,000 pounds or greater to qualify 
 for the $2.00 per pound, then the largest pumpkin will be   
 awarded $500 for fi rst place.

15 Please note: If the Largest Pumpkin weighs 1,000 pounds or  
 greater, the exhibitor will receive premiums for the   
 $2.00 per pound and will not receive the $500.00. Prize   
 money for 2nd place through 5th place will be adjusted up.

Largest Watermelon Contest

16 Exhibit shall be sound. No visible cracks, wounds, holes,   
 mold, disease, or spoilage is allowed.
17 No suckers, wrapper leaves, stems, or extra foliage are   
 allowed.
18 No grossly over-mature exhibits are allowed. The exhibit   
 shall be of good, marketable quality. The Superintendent/  
 Judge reserves the right to remove any items on exhibit   
 deemed unwholesome or not in good taste.
19 All watermelons will remain on display for the duration of   
 the Kentucky State Fair unless Fair Management approves   
 early release.
20 All watermelons shall be grown by the exhibitor.
21 Exhibitors are limited to one entry.
22 Out-of-state entries are accepted in this class.
23 All entries shall be made through our online entry system at  
 kystatefair.org by 11:59 p.m. on July 9th. Onsite registration  
 is available for an entry fee of $20.00 per exhibitor.
24 Watermelons are required to arrive at the Kentucky State Fair  
 on Saturday, August 22, between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. at  
  the West Hall loading docks. (Exhibitors will be sent 
a map    and loading pass.)
25 Growers can pick up their watermelons beginning on         
 Sunday, August 30, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. or 10:00 a.m.  
 to 12:00 Noon on Monday, August 31.
26 Prize money will be awarded as follows:

1st place is $500
2nd place is $300
3rd place is $250
 4th place is $200
5th place is $150
6th place is $100
7th place is $75
8th place is $75

1 Largest Pumpkin 2 Largest Watermelon



POULTRY, PIGEONS, & RABBITS 
PREMIUM BOOK



GENERAL RULES

ALL TIMES LISTED IN THE BOOK ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME







GENERAL POULTRY, PIGEON & RABBIT RULES





PIGEONS

 Premiums Off ered per Class     Best of Breed   Best of Show
  1st  2nd 3rd     1st           1st    
  $7 $5 $3                                  Rosette & $5               Rosette & $25



POULTRY

 Premiums Off ered per Class       Best of Show
  1st  2nd 3rd               1st    
  $7 $4 $3                    Rosette & $25

YOUTH DIVISIONS - LARGE FOWL 

YOUTH DIVISIONS - BANTAMS



YOUTH DIVISIONS - DUCKS

YOUTH DIVISIONS - GEESE



YOUTH DIVISIONS - TURKEYS
 Premiums Off ered per Class

           1st    2nd   3rd 
         $12     $9     $4

YOUTH DIVISIONS - GUINEAS

OPEN DIVISIONS - LARGE FOWL



OPEN DIVISIONS - BANTAMS



OPEN DIVISIONS - DUCKS

OPEN DIVISIONS - GEESE

OPEN DIVISIONS - TURKEYS

 Premiums Off ered per Class
        1st    2nd   3rd 
                  $12      $9     $4

OPEN DIVISIONS - GUINEAS





SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT
GENERAL RULES



RABBITS

 Premiums Off ered per Class
1st      2nd      3rd
$5        $3        $2 

             

   Best of Show            Reserve in Show  Best of Show Youth  Reserve in   
 1st                     1st & 2nd      1st                                      Show
   Rosette & $25                    Rosette & $10       Rosette & $15                1st & 2nd             
                                                                                                          Rosette & $5

Best of Breed - $5
Best of Opposite Sex - $3

YOUTH DIVISIONS - RABBITS



YOUTH DIVISIONS - RABBITS



YOUTH DIVISIONS - RABBITS

OPEN DIVISIONS - RABBITS





OPEN DIVISIONS - RABBITS

OPEN DIVISIONS - RABBITS



4-H, FFA, & JUNIOR LIVESTOCK
PREMIUM BOOK



4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

In Addition, County Cooperative Extension Agents for 4-H and Youth Development, Family and   
Consumer Sciences, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

and State Cooperative Extension Specialists



4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
GENERAL RULES





4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
SCHEDULE





KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION FFA
GENERAL RULES



KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION FFA
SCHEDULE 



JUNIOR LIVESTOCK 
GENERAL RULES

1.   

ALL TIMES LISTED IN THE BOOK ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME









LIVESTOCK SHOW SCHEDULE
Monday,  August 17
1:00 pm  Dairy Cattle Move In Begins
Wednesday,  August 19
10:00 am Junior Dairy Cattle Move In Closes
10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
  Junior & Open Dairy Goat Move In- All    
  Dairy Goats shall be checked in by 8:00 p.m.
10:00 am - 9:00 pm 
  Poultry, Pigeon, & Rabbit Move In
Thursday,  August 20
8:00 am   Mules and Jacks Move In Begins
8:00 am  Junior Dairy Cattle Show - Guernsey, Brown Swiss,  
  Ayrshire, & Milking Shorthorn - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am  Junior Dairy Goat Showmanship - Junior Dairy  
  Goat Show immediately following - Pavilion North Ring

2:00 pm  Open Dairy Cattle Move In Closes

Friday,  August 21
8:00 am  Junior Dairy Cattle Show - Jersey, Holstein, and Red  
  & White - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am  Open Dairy Goat Show (Junior Does) - Release  
  upon conclusion of the show- Pavilion North Ring

2:00 pm approx. Junior Dairy Cattle Supreme Show - Junior Dairy  
  Cattle not exhibiting in the Open Show will be released  
  upon the conclusion of the Junior Dairy Cattle Supreme  
  Show - Broadbent Arena

5:00 pm  Junior Dairy Cattle Costume Contest - 
  Broadbent Arena

6:30 pm  Novice Dairy Cattle Contest - followed by the  
  Oldies, but Goodies Showmanship Contest -  
  Broadbent Arena

7:45 pm  Dairy Cattle Exhibitor’s Meeting - TBA  

10:00 pm Mules and Jacks Move In Closes 

Saturday,  August 22
8:00 am   Open Ayrshire Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Guernsey Show - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am   Open Dairy Goat Show (Senior Does) -   
followed by Dairy Goat Costume Contest - 

  Pavilion North Show Ring

12:00 pm  Open Brown Swiss Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm  Open Milking Shorthorn Show - Broadbent Arena

3:30 pm  Open Red & White Heifers - Broadbent Arena

6:00 pm  Open Dairy Cattle Move Out for Saturday   
  Breeds ONLY - Ayrshire, Guernsey, Brown   
  Swiss, Milking Shorthorn, Red & White

Sunday,  August 23

8:00 am  Open Jersey Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am   Open Holstein Show - Broadbent Arena

11:45 am Open Red & White Cows - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
  Poultry, Pigeon, & Rabbit Move Out

1:30 pm   Open Supreme Dairy Show - Broadbent Arena

3:00 pm  Open Mules & Jacks Hitch Classes -   
  Broadbent Arena

3:30 pm - 8:30 pm
  Open Dairy Cattle Move Out - all Dairy Cattle  
  shall be out of the barn no later than 8:30 pm



5:00 pm -  9:00 pm
  Dairy Goat Move Out - all Dairy Goats shall be out  
  of the barn no later than 9:00 pm

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
  Junior Goat Move In

Monday,  August 24

8:00 am - 10:00 am
  Junior Goat Move In 
8:00 am - 10:00 am
  Junior Goat Check In

10:00 am Open Mules & Jacks Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am - 10:00 pm 
  Junior Swine Move In
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
  Junior Sheep Move In

1:30 pm  Junior Goat Weight Cards Due

1:30 pm  Open Mules & Jacks Release Begins

4:00 pm  Junior Goat Showmanship, Junior Wether Dam,  
  Novice Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
  Junior Breeding Sheep & Showmanship   
  Check In 

Tuesday,  August 25

7:00 am - 9:00 am
  Junior Swine Check In

8:00 am  Junior Cattle Move In Starts - K Lot available  
  starting at 8:00 am

8:30 am  Junior Sheep Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South  
  Show Ring

9:00 am - 11:30 am
  Junior Market Lamb Classifi cation and Novice 
  Check In

9:00 am - 10:00 am 
  Junior Breeding Sheep and Showmanship   
  Check In

10:00 am Junior Crossbred Gilt Weight Cards Due

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
  Junior Gilts Breed Verifi cation

11:00 am Junior Market Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring

12:00 pm Junior Sheep Weight Cards Due

12:00 pm - 7:00 pm
  Junior Beef Heifer Check In

1:30 pm  Junior Sheep Showmanship - Junior Breeding Sheep  
  to begin 30 minutes after the completion of Showmanship  
  - Pavilion South Show Ring

2:00 pm  Novice Swine Showmanship & Novice   
  Market Classes

3:30 pm  Junior Market Goat Exhibitor Meeting - West   
  Hall Show Ring

4:00 pm  Junior Breeding Gilt Show - Pavilion North Show 
  Ring

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
  Junior Market Beef Check In,  Beef Showman- 
  ship Check In

5:00 pm  Junior Market Beef Move In Closes

6:00 pm  Market Heifer Pregnancy Check

7:30 pm  Junior Market Beef Weight Cards Close



8:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Junior Goat Move Out - shall be  
  out of the barn no later than 11:59 pm

Wednesday, August 26

8:00 am - 12:00 pm
  Junior Heifer Check In

8:30 am  Junior Sheep Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South  
  Show Ring

9:00 am  Sunshine Class - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am  Swine Showmanship - Pavilion North Show Ring

10:00 am Novice Lamb Showmanship & Novice Market  
  Lamb Show - Pavilion South Show Ring

10:00 am Junior Heifer Move In Closes

11:00 am Junior Market Beef Show - Beef Showmanship to  
  follow - Broadbent Arena  

12:30 pm           Junior Market Lamb Show - Pavilion South Show Ring

1:00 pm  Junior Market Hog Weight Cards Due

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
  Junior Market Hog Breed Verifi cation

3:00 pm            Swine Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion North Show Ring

7:00 pm - 11:59 am
  Approximate Junior Sheep Move Out - All Junior  
  Sheep not competing in the Open Show or Championship  
  Drive shall be out of the barn no later than 11:59 pm

7:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Junior Market Beef Move Out -  
  All Junior Market Beef not competing in the Open Show  
  or Championship Drive shall be out of the barn no later  
  than 11:59 pm

7:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Junior Breeding Gilt Move Out -  
  All Junior Breeding Gilts not competing in the Open Show  
  or Championship Drive shall be out of the barn no later  
  than 11:59 pm

Thursday, August 27

7:30 am  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Breeding Ewes, Junior Market Lambs, Junior Market Goats,  
  Junior Wether Dams, Junior Breeding Gilts, Junior Market  
  Beef - See packet for location

8:00 am  Open Cattle Move In Begins 

8:00 am   Junior Market Hog Show - Pavilion North Show   
  Ring

8:00 am  Open Cattle showing Friday shall be on   
  grounds, checked in by 10:00 am

8:00 am  Junior Heifer Show - Broadbent Arena

2:30 pm  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Market Hogs, Junior Heifers - See packet for location

5:30 pm  Championship Drive - Broadbent Arena - All remain- 
  ing Junior Sheep, Junior Swine, and Junior Cattle shall be  
  out of the barn by 8:00 am, Friday August 28

Friday, August 28

8:00 am   Open Cattle showing Saturday shall be on   
  grounds, checked in by 10:00 am



8:00 am  Open Limousin Show 

12:00 pm Open Shorthorn Show

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
  Open Swine Move In - in place by 5:00 pm

2:30 pm  Open Red Angus Show

5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
  Open Sheep Move In 

5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
  Open Boer Goat Move In

Saturday, August 29

8:00 am - 10:00 am
  All Open Sheep Check In

8:00 am   Open Cattle showing Sunday shall be on   
  grounds, checked in by 10:00 am

8:00 am  Open Market Hog Show - followed by Open 
  Crossbred, Duroc, and Hampshire Shows - Pavilion North  
  Show Ring

8:00 am  Open Angus Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Charolais Show - Broadbent Arena

11:00 am Open Gelbvieh/Balancer Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm  Open Chianina Show - followed by Open 
  Chiangus Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm Open Sheep Show - Natural Colored, Dorper/White  
  Dorper, AOB Wool, Polled/Horned Dorset, Southdown,  
  Merino, Katadhin, AOB Meat - Pavilion South Show Ring

2:00 pm  Open Santa Gertrudis Show- followed by Open  
  Piedmontese - Broadbent Arena

2:00 pm  Open Red Poll Show - followed by Open AOB and  
  Open Salers - Broadbent Arena

4:30 pm  Open Beef Cattle Exhibitor’s Meeting - 
  Broadbent Arena

5:00 pm  Open Boer Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring

Sunday, August 30

8:00 am  Open Breeding Hog Show - Pavilion North Show  
  Ring

8:00 am  Open Hereford Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Simmental Show - followed by Open   
  Percentage Simmental Show - Broadbent Arena

8:30 am  Open Sheep Show - Columbia, Corriedales, 
  Rambouillet, Suffolks, Hampshires, Cheviots, Oxford, 
  Shropshires (followed by the Selection of Supreme
   Champion Ram & Ewe, then followed by the Open Sheep  
  Exhibitor’s Meeting) - Pavilion South Show Ring 

1:00 pm   Open Sheep Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South  
  Show Ring

2:00 pm   Supreme Open Heifer Show - Freedom Hall 

2:00 pm  Championship Horse Pull - Broadbent Arena

3:00 pm  Open Swine, Open Sheep, Open Boer Goat   
  & Open Cattle Move Out



JUNIOR MARKET GOATS 
AND WETHER DAMS 

ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026

SUPERINTENDENT: Lashley Stith

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

           Judge: Caleb Boardman

Junior Small Animal Premiums 
  1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th & Beyond 
  $20 $19 $18 $17 $16 $15 $14 $13 $12 $11 $10

JUNIOR MARKET GOATS AND WETHER DAM
SCHEDULE

Sunday, August 23

6:00-10:00 pm  Junior Goat Move In 

Monday, August 24

8:00 am - 10:00 am
  Junior Goat Move In 

8:00 am - 10:00 am
  Junior Goat Check In

1:30 pm  Junior Goat Weight Cards Due - QR Code

4:00 pm  Junior Goat Showmanship, Junior Wether Dam,  
  Novice Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring 
 

Tuesday, August 25
11:00 am Junior Market Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring

3:30 pm  Junior Market Goat Exhibitor Meeting - West   
  Hall Show Ring

8:00 pm - 11:59 pm  
  Approximate Junior Goat Release - All Junior   
  Goats not competing in Championship Drive shall be out  
  of the barn by no later than 11:59 p.m.

Thursday, August 27

7:30 am  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Market Goats, Junior Wether Dams - See packet for 
  location

5:30 pm  Championship Drive  - All remaining Junior Market  
  Goats and Junior Wether Dams shall be out of the barn  
  by 8:00 am, Friday August 28



JUNIOR MARKET GOATS AND WETHER DAM
GENERAL RULES 

SPECIAL AWARDS

SHOWMANSHIP CHAMPION

$50 & Commissioner’s Award



MARKET GOATS 
Division 6101

WETHER DAMS
Division 6102

NOVICE MARKET GOATS 
Division 6901

NOVICE MARKET GOAT 
SHOWMANSHIP

Division 6902





JUNIOR DAIRY GOATS
ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026                  

SUPERINTENDENT: Ray Graves

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

Junior Dairy Goat Judge: TBA via KSF Website 

Junior Small Animal Premiums 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th & Beyond 
$20 $19 $18 $17 $16 $15 $14 $13 $12 $11 $10

JUNIOR DAIRY GOATS
SCHEDULE

Wednesday, August 19

10:00 am - 8:00 pm
  Junior Dairy Goat Move In - All Junior Dairy Goats  
  shall be checked in by 8:00 pm

Thursday, August 20

9:00 am   Junior Dairy Goat Showmanship - Junior Dairy  
  Goat Show immediately following Showmanship - Pavilion  
  North Show Ring

Sunday, August 23

5:00 pm  - 9:00 pm
  Dairy Goat Move Out Begins - All Dairy Goats   
  shall be out of the barn no later than 9:00 pm

JUNIOR DAIRY GOATS
GENERAL RULES



Junior Divisions-Dairy Goats
Div. # Division Name
6601 Alpine
6602 Nubian
6603 La Mancha
6604 Recorded Grades
6605 Saanen

Junior Divisions-Dairy Goats
Div. # Division Name
6606 Toggenburg
6607 All Other Purebreds
6608 Nigerian Dwarf 
6609 Sable

DAIRY GOAT SHOWMANSHIP 

1. Showmanship exhibitors are required to scratch on Wednesday, August 19 if they do not want to compete in showmanship.

2. Youth are required to show their own animals.

Showmanship classes will consist of divisions determined by year of birth. Members of 4-H and FFA are required to show their own 
animals or the animal of the herd they are exhibiting with at the Kentucky State Fair in the showmanship classes. Showmanship exhib-

itors shall show in their respective age group as of January 1 of the current year for the entire show season.

Showmanship classes will be broken into divisions as follows: 

Division V. Age 17 and above

Division IV. Ages 14-16

Division III. Ages 12-13

Division II. Ages 9-11

 Division I. Novice - Open to exhibitors fi ve (5) years old to eight (8) years old as of January of the current year.  A novice 
exhibitor may show his or her own goat or someone else’s goat. (Ribbon only. No premiums will be awarded in this class.)

JUNIOR DIVISIONS DAIRY GOATS
Junior kid, born 4/1/2026 - 7/20/2026
Intermediate kid, born 3/1/2026 - 3/31/2026
Senior kid, born 8/18/2025 - 2/28/2026
Dry yearling, born 8/18/2024 - 8/17/2025
Yearling milker, born after 8/18/2024
Two year milker, born 8/19/2023 - 8/18/2024

Three year milker, born 8/19/2022 - 8/18/2023
Four year milker, born 8/19/2021 - 8/18/2022
Five year and older milker, born before 8/18/2021
Overall Grand Champion Doe
Overall Reserve Grand Champion Doe





JUNIOR DAIRY CATTLE 
ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026      

SUPERINTENDENT:  Amy Branstetter

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

Junior Jersey, Ayrshire, and Guernsey Judge: TBA via KSF Website

Junior Red and White, Milking Shorthorn, Brown Swiss, and Holstein Judge: TBA via KSF Website

Junior Dairy Cattle Premiums 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th& Beyond 
$30 $28 $26 $24 $22 $20 $18 $15

JUNIOR DAIRY CATTLE
SCHEDULE

Monday,  August 17

1:00 pm  Junior Dairy Cattle Move In

Tuesday,  August 18

All Day  Junior Dairy Cattle Move In

Wednesday,  August 19

10:00 am  Junior Dairy Cattle Move In Closes  

Thursday,  August 20

8:00 am  Junior Dairy Cattle Show- Ayrshire, Brown Swiss,  
  Guernsey, & Milking Shorthorns - Broadbent Arena

Friday,  August 21

8:00 am  Junior Dairy Cattle Show- Holstein, Jersey, and 
  Red & White - Broadbent Arena

2:00 pm approx.
  Junior Dairy Cattle Supreme Show - Junior Dairy  
  Cattle not exhibiting in the Open Show will be released  
  upon the conclusion of the Junior Dairy Cattle Supreme  
  Show - Broadbent Arena

5:00 pm   Junior Dairy Cattle Costume Contest 

6:30 pm  Novice Dairy Cattle Contest - followed by the  
  Oldies, but Goodies Showmanship Contest 

7:45 pm  Dairy Cattle Exhibitor’s Meeting - TBA



JUNIOR DAIRY CATTLE
GENERAL RULES

Stalling Request Form: https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aa-
id:sc:VA6C2:2abb5c2c-6fc5-4df4-bcfa-e558dbebc2c7



SPECIAL AWARDS

SUPREME CHAMPION COW
$500 & Banner

SUPREME CHAMPION HEIFER
THE MARK McCAULEY AWARD

$300 & Banner

PRODUCTION AWARDS 



JUNIOR AYRSHIRE
Division 6201

JUNIOR BROWN SWISS
Division 6202

JUNIOR GUERNSEY
Division 6203



JUNIOR JERSEY
Division 6205

JUNIOR MILKING SHORTHORN
Division 6206

JUNIOR RED & WHITE
Division 6207

JUNIOR HOLSTEIN
Division 6204





JUNIOR SHEEP
ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026      SUPERINTENDENT: Mollie Tichenor

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

Market Lamb Judge: Matthew Chaney

Breeding Sheep/Showmaship Judges: Troy Longenecker and Evan McClain

Novice Market Lamb Judge: Troy Longenecker

JUNIOR SHEEP
SCHEDULE

Monday, August 24
10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
  Junior Sheep Move In 

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
  Junior Breeding Sheep & Showmanship 
  Check-in

Tuesday, August 25
8:30 am  Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South Show Ring

9:00 am - 11:30 am
  Market Lamb Classifi cation & Novice Check In

9:00 am - 10:00 am
  Junior Breeding Sheep & Showmanship Check In

12:00 pm Junior Sheep Weight Cards Due - via QR Code 

1:30 pm  Junior Sheep Showmanship- Junior Breeding Sheep  
  Show to begin 30 minutes after the completion of Show- 
  manship - Pavilion South Show Ring

Wednesday, August 26

8:30 am  Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South Show Ring 

10:00 am  Novice Showmanship- followed by Novice   
  Market Lamb Show - Pavilion South Show Ring

12:30 pm Junior Market Lamb Show - Pavilion South Show  
  Ring

7:00 pm – 11:59 pm 
  Approximate Release Junior Sheep – All Junior  
  Sheep not competing in the Open Show or Championship  
  Drive shall be out of the barn no later than 11:59 pm

Thursday, August 27

7:30 am  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Breeding Ewes, Junior Market Lambs - See packet for 
  location

5:30 pm  Championship Drive - All remaining Junior Sheep   
  have to be out of the barn by 8:00 am, Friday August 28



JUNIOR SHEEP
GENERAL RULES 



DORSET
Division 6302

Senior Ram Lamb
Early Born Junior Ram Lamb
Late Born Junior Ram Lamb
Pair of Ram Lambs
Champion Ram
Reserve Champion Ram
Ewe, one year old and under two

Pair Yearling Ewes
Senior Ewe Lamb
Early Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Late Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Pair of Ewe Lambs
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

SPECIAL AWARDS
CHAMPION SOUTHDOWN MARKET LAMB

$100 ~ Brian Forsee

RESERVE CHAMPION SOUTHDOWN MARKET LAMB
$50 ~ Brian Forsee

DORSET ADVANTAGE
Division 6303

Senior Ram Lamb
Early Born Junior Ram Lamb
Late Born Junior Ram Lamb
Pair of Ram Lambs
Champion Ram
Reserve Champion Ram
Ewe, one year old and under two

Pair Yearling Ewes
Senior Ewe Lamb
Early Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Late Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Pair of Ewe Lambs
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

JUNIOR BREEDING SHEEP DIVISIONS



SUFFOLK 
Division 6306

Senior Ram Lamb
Early Born Junior Ram Lamb
Late Born Junior Ram Lamb
Pair of Ram Lambs
Champion Ram
Reserve Champion Ram
Slick Sheared Ewe, one year and under two
Ewe, one year old and under two

Pair Yearling Ewes
Senior Ewe Lamb
Slick Sheared Ewe Lamb, born after Jan 1
Early Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Late Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Pair of Ewe Lambs
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

AOB WOOL 
Division 6307

Early Born Junior Ram Lamb
Late Born Junior Ram Lamb
Pair of Ram Lambs
Champion Ram
Reserve Champion Ram
Ewe, one year old and under two

Pair Yearling Ewes
Early Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Late Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Pair of Ewe Lambs
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

SOUTHDOWN
Division 6305

Early Born Junior Ram Lamb
Late Born Junior Ram Lamb
Pair of Ram Lambs
Champion Ram
Reserve Champion Ram
Ewe, one year old and under two
Pair Yearling Ewes

Fall Ewe Lambs
Early Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Late Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Pair of Ewe Lambs
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

HAMPSHIRE
Division 6304

Slick Shorn Senior Ram Lamb (9/1 - 12/31)
Slick Shorn January Ram Lamb
Slick Shorn February Ram Lamb (2/1 and later)
Slick Shorn Champion Ram
Slick Shorn Reserve Champion Ram
Slick Shorn Yearling Ewe
Pair of Slick Shorn Yearling Ewes 
Slick Shorn Senior Ewe Lamb (9/1 - 12/31)
Slick Shorn Senior Champion Ewe
Slick Shorn Senior Reserve Champion Ewe
Slick Shorn January Ewe Lamb 
Slick Shorn February Ewe Lamb
Slick Shorn March Ewe Lamb 
Slick Shorn Junior Champion Ewe
Slick Shorn Junior Reserve Champion Ewe
Pair of Slick Shorn Ewe Lambs
Slick Shorn Champion Ewe
Slick Shorn Reserve Champion Ewe

Fitted Senior Ram Lamb (9/1 - 12/31)
Fitted January Ram Lamb
Fitted February Ram Lamb 
Fitted Champion Ram
Fitted Reserve Champion Ram
Fitted Yearling Ewe
Pair of Fitted Yearling Ewes
Fitted Senior Ewe Lamb (9/1 - 12/31)
 Fitted Senior Champion Ewe
Fitted Senior Reserve Champion Ewe
Fitted January Ewe Lamb
Fitted February Ewe Lamb
Fitted March Ewe Lamb
Fitted Junior Champion Ewe
Fitted Junior Reserve Champion Ewe
Pair of Fitted Ewe Lambs
Fitted Champion Ewe
Fitted Reserve Champion Ewe



AOB MEAT 
Division 6308

Early Born Junior Ram Lamb
Late Born Junior Ram Lamb
Pair of Ram Lambs
Champion Ram
Reserve Champion Ram
Ewe, one year old and under two

Pair Yearling Ewes
Early Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Late Born Junior Ewe Lamb
Pair of Ewe Lambs
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

BLACK FACE CROSS
Division 6309

All crossbred animals are required to have some form of permanent identifi cation listed on the entry form. Crossbred breeding sheep will be     

broken into classes based on weights. Exhibitors will submit a weight card via QR Code, provided on the back tag for each sheep entry.

Ewe
Pair of Ewes
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

WHITE FACE CROSS 
Division 6310

All crossbred animals are required to have some form of permanent identifi cation listed on the entry form. Crossbred breeding sheep will be     

broken into classes based on weights. Exhibitors will submit a weight card via QR Code, provided on the back tag for each sheep entry.

Ewe
Pair of Ewes
Champion Ewe
Reserve Champion Ewe

JUNIOR MARKET LAMB DIVISIONS
Junior Divisions-Market Lambs

Div. # Division Name
6311 
6312 
6313 
6314 
6315 
6316 
6317 

Junior Divisions-Market Lambs 

Div. # Division Name
6318 
6319 
6320 
6321 
6322 
6323 



NOVICE MARKET LAMB
SHOWMANSHIP

Division 6904

NOVICE MARKET LAMBS
Division 6903

COUNTY/BREEDER’S  GROUP 
Division 6324

County Groups (1 per county in A, B, or C) 
  A  3 lambs of at least 2 exhibitors 
  B     5 lambs of at least 3 exhibitors 
  C  10 lambs of at least 5 exhibitors

Breeders Group - 5 lambs bred by one breeder or family 



JUNIOR SWINE
ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026          SUPERINTENDENT: Jason P’Pool

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

Junior Market Hog Judge: Miles Toenyes
Junior Breeding Gilt Judge: Blake Bloomberg

JUNIOR SWINE
SCHEDULE

Monday, August 24

8:00 am - 10:00 pm 
  Junior Swine Move In 

Tuesday, August 25

7:00 am - 9:00 am
  Junior Swine Check In

10:00 am Junior Crossbred Gilt Weight Cards Due

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
  Junior Gilts Breed Verifi cation
2:00 pm  Novice Showmanship - followed by Novice Market  
  Classes - Pavilion North Show Ring

4:00 pm  Breeding Gilt Show - Pavilion North Show Ring

Wednesday, August 26

9:00 am  Swine Showmanship - Pavilion North Show Ring

1:00 pm  Junior Market Hog Weight Cards Due

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
  Junior Market Hog Breed Verifi cation

3:00 pm  Swine Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion North Ring

7:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Release Junior Breeding Gilts -  

All Junior Breeding Gilts not competing in the Open Show  
  or Championship Drive shall be out of the barn no later  
  than 11:59 pm

Thursday, August 27

7:30 am  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Breeding Gilts - See packet for location

8:00 am  Junior Market Hog Show - Pavilion North Show   
  Ring

2:30 pm  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Market Hogs - See packet for location 

5:30 pm  Championship Drive - All remaining Junior Swine   
  shall be out of the barn by 8:00 am, Friday, August 28 -   
  Broadbent Arena  



JUNIOR SWINE
GENERAL RULES 



JUNIOR BREEDING GILT DIVISIONS
Junior Divisions-Breeding Gilts

Div. # Division Name
6401 
6402 
6403 
6404 
6405 
6406 

Junior Divisions-Breeding Gilts 
Div. # Division Name
6407 
6408 
6409 
6410 
6411 
6412 

JUNIOR MARKET HOG DIVISIONS
Junior Divisions-Market Hogs

Div. # Division Name
6413 
6414 
6415 
6416 
6417 
6418 

Junior Divisions-Market Hogs
Div. # Division Name
6419 
6420 
6421 
6422 
6423 
6424 
6425 

NOVICE MARKET HOGS
Division 6905

NOVICE MARKET HOG
SHOWMANSHIP

Division 6906





JUNIOR BEEF CATTLE
SUPERINTENDENT: Michelle Simon ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

Junoir Market Beef Judge: Ryan Rathmann 

Junior Heifer Judges: Randy Daniel & Jake Bloomberg

Junior Beef Cattle Premiums 
      1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th& Beyond 
      $30 $28 $26 $24 $22 $20 $18 $15

JUNIOR BEEF CATTLE
SCHEDULE

Tuesday,  August 25

8:00 am  Junior Cattle Move In Starts - K Lot available  
  starting at 8:00 am  

5:00 pm  Junior Market Beef Move In Closes 

12:00 pm - 7:00 pm
  Junior Heifer Check In

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
  Junior Market Beef Check In, Beef Showman- 
  ship Check In

6:00 pm  Market Heifer Pregnancy Check

7:30 pm  Junior Market Beef Weight Cards Close

Wednesday,  August 26

8:00 am - 12:00 pm (noon)
  Junior Heifer Check In

10:00 am Junior Heifer Move In Closes

11:00 am Junior Market Beef Show - Beef Showmanship to  
  follow - Broadbent Arena 

7:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Junior Market Beef Move Out -  
  All Junior Market Beef not competing in the Open Show  
  or Championship Drive shall be out of the barn no later  
  than 11:59 pm

Thursday, August 27

7:30 am  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Market Beef - See packet for location

8:00 am  Junior Heifer Show - Broadbent Arena

2:30 pm  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Heifer - See packet for location

5:30 pm   Championship Drive All remaining Junior Cattle   
  shall be out of the barn by 8:00 am, Friday, August 28 -   
  Broadbent Arena  



1. To be eligible to compete at the Kentucky State Fair, all 
4-H/FFA market steers and market heifers are required to 
compete in one of the pre-fair districts shows or Kentucky 
Junior Livestock Expos sponsored by the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Shows and Fairs Division. Qualifying 
shows are subject to Kentucky Department of Agriculture, 
4-H and FFA guidelines. The Kentucky Farm Bureau Beef 
Expo is not a qualifying show.  The 2026 District & Expo 
Shows and rules may be viewed and downloaded by going to 
www.kyagr.com.

2. If any breed listed has fewer than 10 acceptable entries 
checked in at the Fair, the breed will be moved to the “Oth-
er Breeds” Division for the following show year, and classes 
will be divided as listed under “Other Breeds.”

3. All Commercial cattle are required to have permanent ID.  
4. All purebred animals entered in breeding classes shall be 

registered or recorded with their respective breed orga-
nizations by July 9th of the current year in the full name of 
the exhibitor.  Farm name only registrations are not 
acceptable in the youth show.

5. Dual registered heifers will NOT be allowed to show more 
than one breed show. Entry fees will not be refunded. 

6. Ownership of registered animals: (4-H/FFA) Adult/member 
and member/member partnerships are accepted for breed-
ing animals providing each partner’s full name is on the regis-
tration certifi cate.  The youth name listed on the entry form 
shall show animals listed on the form.  Animals registered 
in a farm name only are not eligible to show. 

7. Joint ownership of market animals entered into the Ken-
tucky State Fair is up to the point of entry, provided all 
requirements for joint K.U.I.P. nomination and tagging have 
been met.  The child exhibiting the animal in the market 
show shall be declared at the time of entry (on July 9).

8. Validation of market steers and market heifers (tagging 
with K.U.I.P. tags and collection of DNA samples) shall be 
completed by March 14, 2026.  4-H exhibitors shall have 
completed their six (6) hours of educational training prior 
to the time of validation.  Validation of market steers and 
market heifers is not considered entry in the State Fair.  A 
Kentucky State Fair entry form shall be submitted, along 
with entry fees, by July 9. The DNA fee is now included in 
the entry fee for market steers and market heifers.  This fee 
does not apply to 4-H/FFA Youth breeding heifers and bred 
& owned bulls.

9. DNA samples will be obtained at the Kentucky State Fair 
for testing and comparison from the following market steers 
and market heifers:  Top 5 animals in all market shows and 
any other market animal at the discretion of the respec-
tive superintendent.  If DNA samples from market animals 
obtained at the Kentucky State Fair do not match those 
collected from the animal during the validation process, the 
exhibitor will forfeit premiums from all animals entered in 
the 4-H/FFA Youth Livestock Shows at the Kentucky State 

Fair, and the exhibitor will be suspended for one year. If 
there is a second offense, the exhibitor will be banned for 
life from participating in all 4-H/FFA Youth Livestock Shows 
at the Kentucky State Fair.

10. All dual registered steers or heifers may only check in and 
exhibit in one breed. No refunds will be given.

11. Kentucky Proud winners will be chosen at completion of 
individual classes, divisions, and overall champion selection. 
All Kentucky Proud awards are awarded by the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture. 

12. Beef Herdsman Award – A special award will be offered to 
the county/chapter and to the individual winning the herds-
man’s special.

• For a county to be eligible to compete for the county award, 
there shall be at least three (3) exhibitors in the group.  All 
exhibitors are eligible for the individual award, whether he/
she is a member of a county group.  Exhibitors competing 
in the county competition should ask to have their animals 
stalled in the same area.  Consideration will be given to total 
number of exhibitors in the county group.  The county group 
may include both 4-H and FFA exhibitors.

• Exhibitors shall notify superintendent at time of arrival or 
check-in if he/she is to be considered for the herdsman 
award.  The Extension Agent or Leader/Teacher shall also 
notify superintendent of county groups competing for the 
trophy.

13. The Beef Herdsman Award will be judged on the following:
• Originality of exhibit
• Neatness and attractiveness of exhibit
• Appearance of animals at all times
• Exhibit’s behavior at all times while at fair
• Friendliness toward other exhibitors
• Number of exhibitors
• All exhibits competing shall be clearly identifi ed with mem-

ber’s name and county.  Blue ribbons will be given to exhibits 
deserving honorable mention.

• Because of space restrictions, judges will be instructed to 
evaluate the area immediately adjacent to the cattle.  Addi-
tional space for tack and displays will not be considered.

14. Each species market and breeding show will select a Top 3 in 
each Breed/Division. When Breed/Division Champions, Re-
serves and 3rd Overalls are selected, the judge may choose 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place animal out of one class if they see 
fi t. 

15. The same animal may not be entered in both the Breeding 
Classes and Market Classes.  Exhibitors are required to de-
clare at time of entry on July 9 by 11:59 p.m., which division 
their animal will be entered – Breeding or Market.  Animals 
shall be shown in the division that was entered on the offi -
cial Kentucky State Fair entry form.

16. No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings or 
show rings.  

JUNIOR BEEF CATTLE
GENERAL RULES 



Market Beef Animal Show

17. An exhibitor may enter a total of six (6) beef market 
animals, but they may exhibit no more than four (4) beef 
market animals.  Exhibitors shall pay the entry fee of $25 per 
beef market animal (DNA fee included).  Substitutions will 
not be allowed in the 4-H/FFA Youth Beef Market Animal 
Show.

18. Market steers will be shown by breed with a minimum of 
three head to make a breed.  If there are fewer than three 
head of any breed, those animals will show in All Other 
Breed Division, and classes will than be divided by weight.

19. For each respective breed, Junior National Rules will be the 
guideline for percentage qualifi cations and breed divisions.  

20. All market steers and market heifers shall have a minimum 
weight of 900 pounds, with no maximum weight.

21. All market heifers shall be open.  They will be pregnan-
cy-checked at the Kentucky State Fair by the offi cial veteri-
narian.  If found pregnant they shall be no more than 60 days 
pregnant.  If found to be more than 60 days pregnant, the 
market heifer will be disqualifi ed.

22. Upon arrival at the State Fair 4-H/FFA Youth Market Beef 
Show, exhibitors will check in with the Beef Staff and receive 
their back numbers, which will also serve as their weight 
card. Weights shall be submitted via QR code, provided on 
the back tag for each market beef by 7:30 p.m. EDT, Tuesday, 
August 25th. By submitting the weight via QR Code Sub-
mission, the exhibitor/owner agrees to all Kentucky State 
Fair rules and regulations, and the last weight submitted will 
be fi nal. There will be no changing of weight after the QR 
Code submission has closed. KUIP tags will be scanned and 
verifi ed on all market animals at check-in. 

23. No blocking chutes will be permitted in Broadbent Arena, 
and no electrical equipment or generators are allowed. 

24. The fi rst fi ve steers and heifers in each class will be weighed 
on the offi cial scales in the show ring immediately following 
their class.  Steers and heifers not weighing within 4% above 
their declared weight will be disqualifi ed.  The disqualifi ed 
steer or heifer is not eligible for any other class and will not 
be re-weighed.  No premiums will be paid on disqualifi ed 
animals, and the remaining steers and heifers will move up in 
placing.  There will not be a re-weighing before or after the 
Championship Drive.

25. The Kentucky Chianina Association will award a trophy to 
the Supreme Champion Steer if it is a registered Chianina, 
Chiangus, Chiford, or ChiMaine and sired by a registered 
Chianina or Chi-Cross bull.  The winning exhibitor needs to 
be member of the Kentucky Chianina Association.  The steer 
shall have been bred in Kentucky and be approved by the 
Kentucky Chianina Association.

26. Kentucky Limousin Association will award $1,000 to the Su-
preme Champion Steer if the steer was sired by a registered 
Limousin bull.  Steer shall have been bred in Kentucky and 
be approved by the Kentucky Limousin Association.

27. Beef Showmanship Age Divisions-

Breeding Classes

1. To be eligible, heifers shall have been born on or after 
September 1, 2024 and prior to May 15, 2026.  To be eligible 
for the cow-calf class, the cow shall have been born prior 
to September 1, 2024.  In addition, the exhibitor shall have 
owned the  cow prior to the date of birth of the present 
calf and no later than June 1.  Bred and owned bulls born 
January 1, 2025 – May 15, 2026, are eligible to show.  Bulls 
over one year old shall have a bull lead or nose ring.  Calves 
in cow/calf pairs are required to follow the same age 
requirements as what is listed for their breed in the Open 
Beef Show.  If no age requirement is listed for the Open 
Show, then the calf shall not be more than 250 days of age.

2. Calves that are shown in the cow-calf are eligible to show in 
both the cow/calf class and the calf ’s individual class.  Two (2) 
entries shall be made:  one in the cow/calf division, and one 
in the calf ’s individual division (bull or heifer shall follow age 
specifi cations listed above).

3. All heifers and bred and owned bulls shall be registered in 
accordance with General Rules applying to 4-H/FFA.  Calves 
of breeds that require weight prior to registration shall 
have completed applications for registration except only the 
weaning weight data and a letter of verifi cation of ownership 
from their respective national association dated by June 1, 
2026.

4. If there are more than 10 entries checked into the show 
that do not have a breed pre-listed in the premium book, a 
division will be made, and these classes will be shown at the 
end of the catalogued breed classes.

5. Beef cattle with registration papers may compete in either 
their respective youth breed and/or open show, depending 
on eligibility.  Purebred animals are not eligible for the com-
mercial show.



ANGUS 
Division 6502

Bred and owned bulls born January 1, 2025 – May 15, 2026, are eligible to show.  Bulls over one year old should have a bull lead or nose ring.  



CHAROLAIS 
Division 6503

CHIANINA 
Division 6504



GELBVIEH
Division 6505

HEREFORD
Division 6506



LIMOUSIN
Division 6507

SHORTHORN
Division 6508



SIMMENTAL
Division 6509

PERCENTAGE SIMMENTAL
Division 6510



RED ANGUS
Division 6511

SALERS
Division 6512



AOB-PUREBRED
Division 6513

AOB-PERCENTAGE
Division 6514



COMMERCIAL
Division 6515

JUNIOR MARKET STEER/HEIFER DIVISIONS
Junior Divisions-Market Steer/Heifer

Div. # Division Name
6516 
6517 
6518 
6519 
6520 
6521 

Junior Divisions-Market Steer/Heifer
Div. # Division Name
6522 
6523 
6524 
6525 
6526 
6527 
6528 

Beef Cattle Health Requirements 
• Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) Inspections will be conducted prior to entry onto the fairgrounds at the 
“V” Lot right of the Main Gate 1 on Phillips Lane. 
• All Beef Cattle shall have a valid Health Paper / CVI including Offi cial Identifi cation (e.g. – USDA 840 RFID tag, NUES tag, etc.) This 
requirement will apply to all animals in shipment, including Transit Animals. 
• After Health Paper / CVI Inspection and Animal Health inspection is completed in the “V” lot, all animals shall enter through Gate 1. 
• Inspection of livestock will be performed at the “V” lot. Exhibitors will receive an Animal Health Check Card, that will be signed by 
the inspector at the “V” lot and collected by the Species Show Superintendent during check-in procedures.
• All livestock are subject to visual inspection by the OSV Animal Health staff and/or the Offi cial Show Veterinarian at any time. 
• Health Regulations are subject to change at any time. Please check with your local veterinarian or the offi ce listed below for cur-
rent health requirements. For additional or updated general animal shipping information, contact the Offi ce of the State Veterinarian 
at (502) 782-5901 or visit the website at: https://www.kyagr.com/statevet/animal-movement.html. 



KENTUCKY STATE FAIR 4-H & 
FFA CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVE 

PRESENTED BY FARM CREDIT MID-AMERICA
Date & Time: Thursday, August 27, 5:30 pm

The Kentucky State Fair 4-H and FFA Championship Drive is an event designed for the purpose of 
recognizing the division champions, reserve champions, and third overalls of each species and to se-
lect Grand Champion, Reserve Champion, 3rd Overall, 4th Overall, and 5th Overall from each species.

Top 5  Heifer, Gilt, Ewe and Wether Dam Drives will occur during Championship Drive, 
Thursday, August 27. 

Breeding Gilts 
Market Hogs

Breeding Ewes
Market Lambs
Wether Dams
Market Goats

Breeding Heifers
Market Beef

CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVE
PROCEDURE



CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVE
GENERAL RULES- MARKET ANIMALS



CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVE
GENERAL RULES- BREEDING ANIMALS



CHAMPIONSHIP DRIVE
ANIMAL TESTING RULES



Medical Treatment Policy for Livestock Exhibits

General Principles 



Penalties 

Protests

Premiums 



Swine Market Lamb Breeding Sheep

Hayden Atcher Emily Myers Abigail Mattingly

Alea Hardesty Ty Jones Emily Myers

Makayla Pike Reagan Coffey Izzy Godman

Dairy Cattle Market Goat Beef-Heifer

2023 Emily Goode

2024 Summer Shackleford

2025 Colt Buckley

Beef-Steer

COMMISSIONER AWARD WINNERS



Sunshine Class



General Livestock Rules 199
Animal Health Requirements 201

Livestock Show Schedule 204
Open Beef Cattle 208
Open Dairy Cattle 228

Open Swine 239
Open Sheep 242

Open Dairy Goats 250
Open Boer Goats 253

Mules & Jacks 256

OPEN LIVESTOCK
PREMIUM BOOK



GENERAL  LIVESTOCK RULES
    ALL TIMES LISTED IN THE BOOK ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME





ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS







LIVESTOCK SHOW SCHEDULE
Monday,  August 17
1:00 pm  Dairy Cattle Move In Begins
Wednesday,  August 19
10:00 am Junior Dairy Cattle Move In Closes
10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
  Junior & Open Dairy Goat Move In- All    
  Dairy Goats shall be checked in by 8:00 p.m.
10:00 am - 9:00 pm 
  Poultry, Pigeon, & Rabbit Move In
Thursday,  August 20
8:00 am   Mules and Jacks Move In Begins
8:00 am  Junior Dairy Cattle Show - Guernsey, Brown Swiss,  
  Ayrshire, & Milking Shorthorn - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am  Junior Dairy Goat Showmanship - Junior Dairy  
  Goat Show immediately following - Pavilion North Ring

2:00 pm  Open Dairy Cattle Move In Closes

Friday,  August 21
8:00 am  Junior Dairy Cattle Show - Jersey, Holstein, and Red  
  & White - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am  Open Dairy Goat Show (Junior Does) - Release  
  upon conclusion of the show- Pavilion North Ring

2:00 pm approx. Junior Dairy Cattle Supreme Show - Junior Dairy  
  Cattle not exhibiting in the Open Show will be released  
  upon the conclusion of the Junior Dairy Cattle Supreme  
  Show - Broadbent Arena

5:00 pm  Junior Dairy Cattle Costume Contest - 
  Broadbent Arena

6:30 pm  Novice Dairy Cattle Contest - followed by the  
  Oldies, but Goodies Showmanship Contest -  
  Broadbent Arena

7:45 pm  Dairy Cattle Exhibitor’s Meeting - TBA

10:00 pm Mules and Jacks Move In Closes 

Saturday,  August 22
8:00 am   Open Ayrshire Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Guernsey Show - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am   Open Dairy Goat Show (Senior Does) -   
  followed by Dairy Goat Costume Contest - 
  Pavilion North Show Ring

12:00 pm  Open Brown Swiss Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm  Open Milking Shorthorn Show - Broadbent Arena

3:30 pm  Open Red & White Heifers - Broadbent Arena

6:00 pm  Open Dairy Cattle Move Out for Saturday   
  Breeds ONLY - Ayrshire, Guernsey, Brown   
  Swiss, Milking Shorthorn, Red & White

Sunday,  August 23

8:00 am  Open Jersey Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am   Open Holstein Show - Broadbent Arena

11:45 am Open Red & White Cows - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
  Poultry, Pigeon, & Rabbit Move Out

1:30 pm   Open Supreme Dairy Show - Broadbent Arena

3:00 pm  Open Mules & Jacks Hitch Classes -   
  Broadbent Arena

3:30 pm - 8:30 pm
  Open Dairy Cattle Move Out - all Dairy Cattle  
  shall be out of the barn no later than 8:30 pm



5:00 pm -  9:00 pm
  Dairy Goat Move Out - all Dairy Goats shall be out  
  of the barn no later than 9:00 pm

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
  Junior Goat Move In

Monday,  August 24

8:00 am - 10:00 am
  Junior Goat Move In 
8:00 am - 10:00 am
  Junior Goat Check In

10:00 am Open Mules & Jacks Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am - 10:00 pm 
  Junior Swine Move In
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
  Junior Sheep Move In

1:30 pm  Junior Goat Weight Cards Due

1:30 pm  Open Mules & Jacks Release Begins

4:00 pm  Junior Goat Showmanship, Junior Wether Dam,  
  Novice Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
  Junior Breeding Sheep & Showmanship   
  Check In 

Tuesday,  August 25

7:00 am - 9:00 am
  Junior Swine Check In

8:00 am  Junior Cattle Move In Starts - K Lot available  
  starting at 8:00 am

8:30 am  Junior Sheep Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South  
  Show Ring

9:00 am - 11:30 am
  Junior Market Lamb Classifi cation and Novice 
  Check In

9:00 am - 10:00 am 
  Junior Breeding Sheep and Showmanship   
  Check In

10:00 am Junior Crossbred Gilt Weight Cards Due

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
  Junior Gilts Breed Verifi cation

11:00 am Junior Market Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring

12:00 pm Junior Sheep Weight Cards Due

12:00 pm - 7:00 pm
  Junior Beef Heifer Check In

1:30 pm  Junior Sheep Showmanship - Junior Breeding Sheep  
  to begin 30 minutes after the completion of Showmanship  
  - Pavilion South Show Ring

2:00 pm  Novice Swine Showmanship & Novice   
  Market Classes

3:30 pm  Junior Market Goat Exhibitor Meeting - West   
  Hall Show Ring

4:00 pm  Junior Breeding Gilt Show - Pavilion North Show 
  Ring

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
  Junior Market Beef Check In,  Beef Showman- 
  ship Check In

5:00 pm  Junior Market Beef Move In Closes

6:00 pm  Market Heifer Pregnancy Check

7:30 pm  Junior Market Beef Weight Cards Close



8:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Junior Goat Move Out - shall be  
  out of the barn no later than 11:59 pm

Wednesday, August 26

8:00 am - 12:00 pm
  Junior Heifer Check In

8:30 am  Junior Sheep Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South  
  Show Ring

9:00 am  Sunshine Class - Broadbent Arena

9:00 am  Swine Showmanship - Pavilion North Show Ring

10:00 am Novice Lamb Showmanship & Novice Market  
  Lamb Show - Pavilion South Show Ring

10:00 am Junior Heifer Move In Closes

11:00 am Junior Market Beef Show - Beef Showmanship to  
  follow - Broadbent Arena  

12:30 pm           Junior Market Lamb Show - Pavilion South Show Ring

1:00 pm  Junior Market Hog Weight Cards Due

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
  Junior Market Hog Breed Verifi cation

3:00 pm            Swine Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion North Show Ring

7:00 pm - 11:59 am
  Approximate Junior Sheep Move Out - All Junior  
  Sheep not competing in the Open Show or Championship  
  Drive shall be out of the barn no later than 11:59 pm

7:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Junior Market Beef Move Out -  
  All Junior Market Beef not competing in the Open Show  
  or Championship Drive shall be out of the barn no later  
  than 11:59 pm

7:00 pm - 11:59 pm
  Approximate Junior Breeding Gilt Move Out -  
  All Junior Breeding Gilts not competing in the Open Show  
  or Championship Drive shall be out of the barn no later  
  than 11:59 pm

Thursday, August 27

7:30 am  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Breeding Ewes, Junior Market Lambs, Junior Market Goats,  
  Junior Wether Dams, Junior Breeding Gilts, Junior Market  
  Beef - See packet for location

8:00 am  Open Cattle Move In Begins 

8:00 am   Junior Market Hog Show - Pavilion North Show   
  Ring

8:00 am  Open Cattle showing Friday shall be on   
  grounds, checked in by 10:00 am

8:00 am  Junior Heifer Show - Broadbent Arena

2:30 pm  Championship Drive Exhibitor’s Meeting - Junior  
  Market Hogs, Junior Heifers - See packet for location

5:30 pm  Championship Drive - Broadbent Arena - All remain- 
  ing Junior Sheep, Junior Swine, and Junior Cattle shall be  
  out of the barn by 8:00 am, Friday August 28

Friday, August 28

8:00 am   Open Cattle showing Saturday shall be on   
  grounds, checked in by 10:00 am



8:00 am  Open Limousin Show 

12:00 pm Open Shorthorn Show

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
  Open Swine Move In - in place by 5:00 pm

2:30 pm  Open Red Angus Show

5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
  Open Sheep Move In 

5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
  Open Boer Goat Move In

Saturday, August 29

8:00 am - 10:00 am
  All Open Sheep Check In

8:00 am   Open Cattle showing Sunday shall be on   
  grounds, checked in by 10:00 am

8:00 am  Open Market Hog Show - followed by Open 
  Crossbred, Duroc, and Hampshire Shows - Pavilion North  
  Show Ring

8:00 am  Open Angus Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Charolais Show - Broadbent Arena

11:00 am Open Gelbvieh/Balancer Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm  Open Chianina Show - followed by Open 
  Chiangus Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm Open Sheep Show - Natural Colored, Dorper/White  
  Dorper, AOB Wool, Polled/Horned Dorset, Southdown,  
  Merino, Katadhin, AOB Meat - Pavilion South Show Ring

2:00 pm  Open Santa Gertrudis Show- followed by Open  
  Piedmontese - Broadbent Arena

2:00 pm  Open Red Poll Show - followed by Open AOB and  
  Open Salers - Broadbent Arena

4:30 pm  Open Beef Cattle Exhibitor’s Meeting - 
  Broadbent Arena

5:00 pm  Open Boer Goat Show - West Hall Show Ring

Sunday, August 30

8:00 am  Open Breeding Hog Show - Pavilion North Show  
  Ring

8:00 am  Open Hereford Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Simmental Show - followed by Open   
  Percentage Simmental Show - Broadbent Arena

8:30 am  Open Sheep Show - Columbia, Corriedales, 
  Rambouillet, Suffolks, Hampshires, Cheviots, Oxford, 
  Shropshires (followed by the Selection of Supreme
   Champion Ram & Ewe, then followed by the Open Sheep  
  Exhibitor’s Meeting) - Pavilion South Show Ring 

1:00 pm   Open Sheep Exhibitor’s Meeting - Pavilion South  
  Show Ring

2:00 pm   Supreme Open Heifer Show - Freedom Hall 

2:00 pm  Championship Horse Pull - Broadbent Arena

3:00 pm  Open Swine, Open Sheep, Open Boer Goat   
  & Open Cattle Move Out



OPEN BEEF CATTLE 
SUPERINTENDENT: Rob Amburgey
ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY:  July 16, 2026

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

OPEN BEEF CATTLE SHOW SCHEDULE

Thursday, August 27

8:00 am  Open Beef Cattle Move In Begins

8:00 am  Open Beef Cattle showing Friday shall be   
  on grounds, checked in by 10:00 am

Friday, August 28

8:00 am  Open Beef Cattle showing Saturday shall be   
  on grounds, checked in by 10:00 am

8:00 am   Open Limousin Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm Open Shorthorn Show - Broadbent Arena

2:30 pm  Open Red Angus Show - Broadbent Arena

Saturday, August 29

8:00 am   Open Beef Cattle showing Sunday shall be   
  on grounds, checked in by 10:00 am

8:00 am  Open Angus Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am   Open Charolais Show - Broadbent Arena

11:00 am  Open Gelbvieh/Balancer Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm Open Chianina Show (followed by Open   
  Chiangus Show)  - Broadbent Arena

2:00 pm   Open Santa Gertrudis Show (followed by   
  Open Piedmontese)  - Broadbent Arena

2:00 pm  Open Red Poll Show (followed by Open AOB,  
  then Open Salers)  - Broadbent Arena

Sunday, August 30

8:00 am  Open Hereford Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Simmental Show (followed by Open   
  Percentage Simmental Show) - Broadbent Arena

2:00 pm   Supreme Open Beef Heifer Drive - Freedom Hall

3:00 pm  Open Beef Cattle Release Begins



Entry Fee
An entry fee of $25.00 per head will be charged for all entries 
submitted by July 9. 
An entry fee of $15.00 per head will be charged on 4-H/FFA 
entries.  
Open Late Entries:  A late entry fee of $100.00 per head will be 
charged for all entries submitted after 11:59 p.m. on July 9. Late 
entries shall be submitted through the on-line entry system by 
11:59 p.m. on July 16.  No late entries will be accepted in the 
4-H/FFA Youth Livestock Show.
Group classes can be made at entry time on the on-line entry 
system.  

Stalling and Setup
All exhibitors wanting to be grouped together shall send an 
email directly to the Entry Department, entry@kyvenues.com by
11:59 p.m. on August 2nd. 
1. Indoor stalling will be available Tuesday, August 25 at   
 8:00 a.m. for set-up.
2. Entry fees do not dictate stall space. Exhibitors will   
 receive one stall for each animal delivered to the Fair,  
 regardless of the number of entries made.  Additional  
 tack stalls are not available  for purchase.
3. Space for tack and display is subject to availability.  NO  
 REFUNDS OF FEES WILL BE MADE.
4. Feed for livestock may be brought in by exhibitors for  
 their entries only or ordered from the offi cial State Fair  
 feed supplier.  These orders shall be placed so that 
 deliveries may be completed by 9:00 a.m. each morning.
5. Tie-Out Time - Animals shall be ready for viewing by the  
 public by 8:00 a.m. each day and will remain in the wing,  
 except when showing, until tie-out time, which will not  
 be earlier than 7:00 p.m.
6. All fans and misters are required to be placed overhead  
 within the stall area.  
7. No portable generators are allowed in the building.

Any Beef exhibitor wanting to purchase bulk bedding will need 
to do so through the Feeder’s Supply website via their online 
form. This form will tentatively open August 2nd and close August 
15th, any bulk bedding not ordered on this form or before the 
August 15th deadline will need to be purchased onsite. Bulk bed-
ding will only be offered by pre-order, and will only be for West 
Wing stalling. Any other bedding purchases will be in bags.

Entry Information
1. ENTER EACH ANIMAL IN THE NAME OF THE      
 BONA FIDE OWNER, giving the registered name and  
 number and date of birth of the animal. Group class   
 entries shall be made online.
2. Beef animals owned in partnership or by syndicate may  
 be shown in the name of the partnership or syndicate  
 only, except that at the time of entry, a determination  
 will be made that such animals will be shown in the   
 name of one partner or syndicate member.  Animals   
 shall be shown the same way in group classes as they  
 are in open single classes.
3. Any animal upon check-in that does not have a legible  
 permanent identifi cation mark (ear tattoo marks,   

 freeze-branded marks, or hot-branded marks)   
 corresponding to the permanent identifi cation   
 mark on the registration certifi cate, is ineligible to show.   
 Once disqualifi ed due to an incorrect or illegible     
 permanent identifi cation mark, animals cannot be     
 re-tattooed and rechecked at the show.  For any female  
 shown with a calf at side, the calf shall be the cow’s     
 recent natural calf, and the calf shall be registered by   
 show date and have the original registration certifi cate  
 at check-in.
4. Altering the conformation and/or appearance of an   
 animal for exhibition is prohibited.  This includes the   
 use of chin straps, covering of white skin, use of false   
 tail heads (or use of any false hair) with the exception  
 of false tail switches, and the use of graphite, powderful,
 hemp, or other similar substances used externally.    
 Other prohibited products include those used internally  
 such as; steroids, illegal or unlicensed pharmaceuticals, 
 or artifi cial fi lling.  Any animal found to be in violation  
 will be barred from showing.  Various tests could in-  
 clude:  a “white towel” or “white glove test”. No aerosol  
 cans or other pressurized containers will be allowed in  
 designated make-up areas or show rings. 
5. All animals exhibited are subject to DNA marker or   
 blood type tests to verify accuracy of parentage as 
 covered under the Association Rules and for other   
 testing as required by the individual show.
6. Authorized representatives of the Association have the  
 authority to enforce the rules set forth herein as well as  
 the Association Rules, including the barring of a regis-  
 tered animal from a livestock show at which it is to be  
 shown, if there are reasonable grounds to believe a   
 violation has occurred.
7. Beef animals are required to have registration papers in  
 the owner’s name or a photocopy of valid papers in   
 process for registration or transfer (to be collected by  
 the Superintendent and forwarded to the    
 appropriate Association) to be eligible to show.  Each  
 exhibitor will be required to present certifi cates of   
 registration for his/her entries when called upon by   
 the superintendent.  No animal will be checked   
 in without this identifi cation.
8. SUBSTITUTIONS will be accepted for animals in the  

same class only.  Substitutions can be made only in the  
 name of the original exhibitor-owner as listed on the  
 entry form.  
9. All entries shall have the animals recorded in the Ameri- 
 can Herd Books for the particular breed to which they  
 belong. 

Premiums and Awards
See premium scale for classes paid and monies awarded by class 
and placing.
1. Two premiums and two ribbons in each class and only 
one prize in group classes.  EXCEPTIONS:  Get-of-Sire where 
gets are by two different sires; Produce-of-Dam where produce 
is from two different dams; and Dam & Daughter class.

OPEN BEEF CATTLE GENERAL RULES



Rules Applicable to Beef Cattle
1. No transfer or ownership of an animal will be made   
 later than one hour prior to the beginning of the show.   
 Please check your Association’s rules as some require  
 transfer to be on fi le by entry closing date.
2. Entries that have been mistakenly entered in a class may  
 be transferred to the proper class prior to entering the  
 show ring.
3. No bull over one year of age will be allowed on the   
 grounds without a lead ring in his nose.  All animals are  
 required to be shown in halter.
4. All exhibitors in the Beef Cattle Show will be required  
 to show their cattle at the call of the Superintendent.   
 If an animal is excluded from competition, all entry fees  
 and charges are forfeited without liability to the        
 Kentucky State Fair Board.
5. Cattle eligible for Kentucky classes are required to be  
 Kentucky owned or co-owned and exhibited by a Ken- 
 tucky residence.
6. A minimum of 20 head should be shown in the Open  
 Class Division by breed.  Any breed show that falls      
 below 20 head shown will be notifi ed in writing and put  
 on a one-year probation.  At the end of this one-year  
 period, the Kentucky State Fair Board reserves the right  
 to discontinue the show or the breed can show in the  
 AOB Division. 
7. No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings or  
 show rings.  

 ANGUS Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules Completely
2. Exhibitors are required to have the original registration  
 certifi cate issued by the American Angus Association   
 available for inspection at the show for each animal   
 or another current proof of ownership issued by the  
 American Angus Association pedigree lookup.  Exhib-  
 itors who participate in American Angus shows are 
 subject to the Association Rules as found in the Breed- 
 ers Reference Guide of the Association.  These rules 
 are found in Part 2 Association Rules.  The rules relating  
 directly to the exhibition of Angus cattle are Part 2:    
 Association rules; Rule 800 Series; including Rule 800- 
 811.  These rules can be found at www.angus.org.
3. Any classes listed in this classifi cation exceeding 15   
 head per class should be broken into smaller classes.   
 The class breaks will be at the discretion of    
 the Kentucky State Fair Superintendent and the   
 American Angus Association staff in attendance or   
 Association designee.
4. PREMIER EXHIBITOR and PREMIER BREEDER will   
 receive banners, courtesy of the Kentucky Angus        
 Association.  Awards are open to Kentucky exhibitors  
 only.

CHAROLAIS Special Rules:
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. Only Bona Fide (original) certifi cates of registration   

 will be accepted as evidence of registration and   
 ownership.  NO PHOTOCOPIES.
3. Animals registered in the AICA Colored Division        
 Registry (QF and QM initialed registration numbers)   
 shall meet the parameters of the AICA Color Card.
4. All females 20 months and older exhibited at AICA-   
 sanctioned shows shall be accompanied by a certifi cate 
 of pregnancy from a licensed veterinarian or have prod- 
 uced fertile eggs as certifi ed in a written statement by a  
 licensed veterinarian or embryologist or have a calf at  
 side.
5. All animals to be eligible may be approved by a sifting  
 committee designated by the AICA.  Stall space will not  
 be provided for any Charolais cattle that have not been  
 accepted by the sifting committee.
6. All animals are subject to a medical examination in   
 order to determine age.
7. Bulls from Classes 37, 38, 41, 42 and 43 shall have a   
 valid, satisfactory semen test certifi cate in possession.   
 This certifi cate is valid for the entire show season.
8. All animals shown in individual classes shall be weaned,  
 with the exception of the cow/calf class and calves at  
 the side of females calved after September 1, 2025.   
 Calves are required to be purebred and registered   
 with the AICA.  Females calved after September 1, 2025,  
 should show in the individual female class most appro- 
 priate to age. 
9. All exhibitors of Charolais Breeding Cattle shall be     
 governed by the American-International Charolais   
 Association rules and regulations, Article XV,   
 Titled Exhibition of Animals.  The inspection of exhibit  
 cattle is specifi ed in Article XV, Paragraph C, of   
 the rules and regulations, and non-compliance of exhibit  
 inspection is specifi ed in paragraph D    
 of the same Article XV.

CHIANINA Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. Partial interest owners are required to be active mem- 
 bers of the ACA.  Membership may be obtained by writ- 
 ing to the ACA, PO Box 890, Platte City, MO 64079 or  
 by phoning 816-431-2808.  Cattle will not be shown   
 with an application for registration.  All exhibitors shall  
 be current members of the Kentucky Chianina/Chiangus  
 Association. Dues may be accepted by the Breed Repre-
 sentative at check in.
3. In order to determine that animals are polled, scurred,  
 or horned,  NO ALTERING of the heads or removal   
 of scurs from Chiangus cattle is permitted.  IF   
 A CHIANGUS HEAD HAS BEEN ALTERED IN   
 ANY WAY, THAT ANIMAL WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO  
 SHOW IN THE CHIANGUS DIVISION.  All horned   
 Chianina shall be dehorned prior to the show.

CHIANGUS Special Rules 
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. See Rule 2 of the Chianina Special Rules



3. 6.25% Rule – Breeding cattle born on or after January 1,  
 2012, are required to have a minimum of 6.25%   
 Chianina blood in order to participate in the Chiangus  
 show.

GELBVIEH Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General  ` 
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. Percentage and purebred Gelbvieh, purebred will show  
 together. Full blood Gelbvieh bulls 75% to 100% will   
 show together.  For eligibility in the Balancer   
 Show, an animal shall have a combination of 25% to 75%  
 Gelbvieh and 25% to 75% Angus or Red Angus   
 with a maximum of 12.5% unknown or other breed, and  
 the sire or dam shall be recorded by the AGA, American  
 Angus Association, or the Red Angus Association   
 of America.  A 75% Gelbvieh that qualifi ed to show in  
 both the Gelbvieh or Balancer show shall choose   
 which breed the animal will be entered into at the time  
 of entry.  An animal cannot show in both shows.
3. All females shown in cow/calf class with a calf over one  
 hundred fi fty (150) days of age should be bred back and  
 shall be accompanied by a verifi cation of pregnancy   
 signed by a license veterinarian.  Exception to the   
 rule of safe in calf will apply to a donor female that   
 has produced fertile eggs in the previous twelve   
 (12) months as verifi ed in a written statement from a  
 licensed veterinarian.  Show management will be   
 responsible for checking the papers.  Also, the age of calf  
 at side in cow/calf class shall not exceed two hundred  
 forty (240) days as of the date of the show.

HEREFORD Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. Exhibitors who participate in the show shall follow   
 American Hereford Association (AHA) show rules.
3. If there are more than 10 animals in class, the AHA   
 show committee may recommend that the class be split.
4. No points will be given for champions.  Points will be  
 awarded for the Best Six Head and for Premier Exhibi- 
 tor.  The same scoring system will be used for award   
 points for the group classes.

LIMOUSIN Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. All cattle shown, including calves at the side of the dam,  
 are required to be:  a) 75% (3/4) Limousin (NALF per- 
 centage, not actual), or greater, as indicated on orange  
 NALF registration certifi cates, or  b) purple-papered   
 Lim-Flex cattle as indicated by NALF registration   
 certifi cates.  Percentage, purebred, full blood, and Lim- 
 Flex cattle shall compete in the same classes and
 championships.
3. If show does not abide by the NALF MOE show rules,  
 exhibitors will not be awarded points for that show.
4. To maintain a high degree of confi dence in Limousin   
 shows, the North American Limousin Foundation re-  

 serves the right to disqualify any animal that has been  
 fi tted in an unethical manner.
5. Other Requirements to Receive Points at Level II Medal  
 of Excellence (MOE): The following performance/data/ 
 submission requirements are required to be met by   
 December 1 to receive MOE points: Birth weight (bulls  
 & heifers), weaning weights (bulls & heifers)           
 yearling weight (bulls & heifers), yearling    
 scrotal circumference (bulls only)     
 pregnancy test (females older than 600 days at season’s  
 end), and breeding soundness exam and semen test   
 (bulls older than 400 days).  Note:  Failure to have   
 performance data on fi le at NALF by the deadline will  
 result in disqualifi cation from the MOE program, and no  
 points will be awarded.  It is the responsibility of the   
 breeder/ owner/exhibitor to submit that information   
 without  special requests from NALF.

RED POLL Special Rules  
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General 
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. Cattle entered in the Kentucky State Fair shall be   
 purebred Red Polls duly registered in the Herd Book of  
 the American Red Poll Association.
3. Red Poll cattle 15/16ths or higher blood concentration  
 level that have obtained Appendix Registry through the  
 American Red Poll Association will be permitted to   
 exhibit in this show.

SANTA GERTRUDIS Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. See the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International Rules &  
 Regulations under “Member Resources” located at   
 santagertrudis.com.
3. All exhibits of Santa Gertrudis breeding cattle must be  
 registered or recorded (50% - 75% with one parent  
 a registered Santa Gertrudis), meeting the requirements  
 for registration or recordation as outlined in the Santa  
 Gertrudis Rules and Regulations for Registration, and 
 shall be governed by the last revised version of the 
 Rules and Regulations for Approved Santa Gertrudis   
 Open and Junior Shows as approved by the Board of   
 Santa Gertrudis Breeders International, PO Box 1257,  
 Kingsville, TX 78364. A copy may be obtained by 
 contacting the association or viewed at 
 www.santagertrudis.com.
2. Each owner must be a member in good standing with  
 SGBI. No outstanding balances on an active or junior  
 member’s account.
3. ALL animals accepted for exhibition in an SGBI sanc-  
 tioned show are subject to inspection at each show   
 between arrival on grounds and prior to entering the  
 show ring. The inspection will be conducted by a com- 
 mittee comprised of two (2) members of the Shows   
 and Exhibits Committee and one (1) from the Breed   
 Standards Committee.
4. Heifers twenty-four (24) months of age or older must  
 be safe in calf as verifi ed by a graduate veterinarian   



 or have produced a live, Santa Gertrudis sired calf with  
 that calf at side meeting the Standard of Excellence and  
 the calf must be registered by thirty (30) days of age.   
 All bulls twenty-four (24) months of age or older must  
 provide a passing BSE test per show season.
5. All bulls eleven (11) months of age and older must be  
 exhibited with a permanent nose ring.
6. All animals must be registered or recorded and PERMA- 
 NENTLY identifi ed before the show with a brand ID or  
 an ear tattoo.
7. All calves being show that are 1 to 120 days of age on  
 the day of the show MUST be a calf on side of a female  
 that is entered in the show and being shown in its   
 respective class to show as individual entry.

SHORTHORN AND SHORTHORNPLUS Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2. All heifers and bulls entered in the ShorthornPlus      
 classes should be registered as ShorthornPlus and be at  
 least 50% Shorthorn to be eligible to show in this class.
3. Senior Yearling Females who have calved will show   
 based on age.  The exhibitor can exhibit the female with  
 or without the calf at side, it is NOT eligible for the 
 Purebred Shorthorn Show; however, it is eligible for the  
 ShorthornPlus Show.

PUREBRED SIMMENTAL Special Rules 
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.    
2. All females 24 months of age or older shall possess   
 a veterinarian’s certifi cate stating that they are at least  
 90 days pregnant or have calf at side.
3. All bulls 16 months and older shall possess a certifi cate  
 of viable semen from a veterinarian.
4. All cattle will be subject to age determination by   
 mouthing at the discretion of the Kentucky Simmental           
 Association and its agents.  All decision are fi nal as to  
 age determination.
5. Premier Breeder will be awarded on a point system as  
 follows:  1st place animal – 3points, 2nd place animal – 2  
 points and 3rd place animal – 1 point.  Joint ownership  
 points will be awarded to all owners. (No points for   
 groups.)
6. Premier Exhibitor will be awarded on a point system,  
 the same as Premier Breeder.

SIMANGUS/SIMSOLUTIONS Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds)  Rules completely.
2. This show is open to animals that are half-blood        
 Simmental up to less than “purebred” status and   
 registered with the American Simmental Association   
 (ASA).  Sire and dam of animals are required to be 
 registered with the ASA as Simmentals or as foundation  
 animals.
3. Rules 2 thru 5 from the Purebred Simmental Special   
 Rules also apply to Simangus/Simsolutions.

SALERS Special Rules

1.  Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.
2.  All animals shown in the Kentucky State Fair should be  
 registered in the ASA Herdbook and may be Purebred,  
 Fullblood, or 7/8 percent.
3. Use of false tailheads or the adding of any hair or   
 hemp to the body of an animal shall be prohibited. The  
 dying or artifi cially changing of the color of an animals  
 shall be prohibited.  Touch-up spray may only be used on  
 the legs and tail switches, but none may be used above  
 the fl anks.
4. The surgical or nonsurgical alteration of the               
 conformation of an animal is prohibited except   
 for dehorning.  This includes altering the conformation  
 by typing up the dewlap or creating tucks by using   
 adhesive on the dewlap, brisket, sheath, or navel.  Cattle  
 are to be  shown in natural conformation. All animals  
 entered in the show shall be dehorned.
5. In Cow and Calf Classes, the cow will determine the   
 class.  Cow may be any age.  Calf is required to be born  
 January 1, 2026 or later.  Calf can show in calf class.    
 Cow and calf are not eligible for Grand Champion   
 Heifer.

RED ANGUS Special Rules
1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds) Rules completely.  
2.  Only registered Red Angus cattle in Category 1A   
 (100%) and Category 1B (87% through 99%) will be   
 eligible to show. This specifi cally excludes cattle   
 in Category II and Category III.  It is mandatory that   
 the Category and blood percentage be printed   
 as the certifi cate states on all stall cards, show   
 programs, and sale catalogs at the national and regional  
 shows.
3. Cattle entered in any Red Angus show are required to  
 be offi cially registered in one of the following:  the Red  
 Angus Association Herdbook, the Herdbook of the   
 Canadian Angus Association, or any foreign Angus 
 Association Herdbook recognized by the Red Angus   
 Association of America.
4. The addition of any hair or hair-like substances shall be  
 considered an unethical practice and will not be allowed  
 in Red Angus competition.
5. All females 20 months of age or older (on announced  
 date of show) exhibited at a show sponsored by the   
 Red Angus Association of America are required to be     
 accompanied by a certifi cate of pregnancy from a          
 licensed veterinarian or have produced fertile eggs as  
 certifi ed in a written statement by a licensed              
 veterinarian or embryologist or have a calf at side.   
 Failure to show documentation will result in the   
 animal being ineligible to show.
6. All bulls nine months of age or older (on announced   
 date of show) exhibited at a show sponsored   
 by the Red Angus Association of American shall be   
 shown with a nose lead.

PIEDMONTESE Special Rules



1. Please make sure to read the Beef Cattle – General   
 Information (All Breeds)  Rules completely.
2. All animals shown are required to be Full-blooded.

AOB Special Rules
1.  All animals shown are to provide registration papers.  
2.  Any breed in AOB that surpasses 20 head for two   
 consecutive years can be eligible for their own breed  
 show.
3.  A minimum of 20 head shall be shown in the Open   
 Class Division by breed.  Any breed show that falls      
 below 20 head shown will be notifi ed in writing and put  
 on a one-year probation.  At the end of this one-year  
 period, the Kentucky State Fair Board reserves the right  
 to discontinue the show or animals can show in the AOB  
 Division.



OPEN BEEF CATTLE PREMIUM SCHEDULE
ALL OPEN BEEF SHOWS WILL OFFER THE FOLLOWING PREMIUM SCHEDULE

Open Show Classes

Kentucky Money

Breeder’s Herd

Get-of Sire, Pair of Females, Pair of Bulls, and Produce of Dam Classes

OPEN BEEF CATTLE SPECIAL AWARDS 
BEEF HERDSMAN AWARDS

SUPREME OPEN BEEF HEIFER DRIVE



Beef Cattle Health Requirements 
• Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) Inspections will be conducted prior to entry to the fairgrounds at the “V” Lot to the right 

of the Main Gate 1 on Phillips Lane. 

• All Beef Cattle shall have a valid Health Paper / CVI including Offi cial Identifi cation (e.g. – USDA 840 RFID tag, NUES tag, etc.) This requirement 

will apply to all animals in shipment, including Transit Animals. 

• After Health Paper / CVI Inspection and Animal Health inspection is completed in the “V” lot, all animals shall enter through Gate 1. 

• Inspection of livestock will be performed at the “V” lot. Exhibitors will receive an Animal Health Check Card, that will be signed by the inspector 

at the “V” lot and collected by the Species Show Superintendent during check-in procedures.

• All livestock are subject to visual inspection by the OSV Animal Health staff and/or the Offi cial Show Veterinarian at any time. 

• Health Regulations are subject to change at any time. Please check with your local veterinarian or the offi ce listed below for 

current health requirements. For additional or updated general animal shipping information, contact the Offi ce of the State Vet-

erinarian at (502) 782-5901 or visit the website at: https://www.kyagr.com/statevet/animal-movement.html. 
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ANGUS PHENOTYPE AND GENOTYPE SHOW (PGS) SHOW 
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Star Five Classes (Females Only) 
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OPEN DAIRY CATTLE 
SUPERINTENDENT: Dan Grigson

ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY:  July 16, 2026
Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

OPEN DAIRY CATTLE SHOW SCHEDULE

Monday,  August 17

1:00 pm  Dairy Cattle Move In Begins

Thursday,  August 20

2:00 pm  Open Dairy Cattle Move In Closes

Friday,  August 23

7:45 pm  Dairy Cattle Exhibitor’s Meeting - TBA

Saturday,  August 22

8:00 am  Open Aryshire Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Guernsey Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm Open Brown Swiss Show - Broadbent Arena

12:00 pm Open Milking Shorthorn Show - Broadbent Arena

3:30 pm  Open Red & White Heifers - Broadbent Arena

6:00 pm  Open Dairy Cattle Move Out for Saturday   
  Breeds ONLY - Ayrshire, Guernsey, Brown   
  Swiss, Milking Shorthorn, Red & White

Sunday,  August 23

8:00 am  Open Jersey Show - Broadbent Arena

8:00 am  Open Holstein Show - Broadbent Arena

11:45 am Open Red & White Cows - Broadbent Arena

1:30 pm  Open Supreme Dairy Show - Broadbent Arena

3:30 pm  Open Dairy Cattle Release Begins

8:30 pm  All Dairy Cattle shall be out of the barn no   
  later than 8:30 pm



Entry Fee
Open  - An entry fee of $25.00 per head will be charged for all 
entries submitted by July 9.  Production classes will be entered at 
time of check in. Group classes can be made at entry time on the 
online entry system.
Extra Tack Stall Space - $25.00 (see Stalling and Setup)
Youth - An entry fee of $15.00 per head will be charged for all 
4-H/FFA entries.
Open Late Entries:  A late entry fee of $100.00 per head will be 
charged for all entries submitted after 11:59 p.m. on July 9. Late 
entries shall be submitted through our online entry system by 
11:59 p.m. on July 16. No late entries will be accepted in the 4-H/
FFA Youth Livestock Show.

Stalling and Setup 
1. The barn will open at 1:00 p.m., Monday, August 17, for  
 set up of your stall area. 
2. PURCHASE TACK SPACE (shall be done at time of   
 submitting entries). Stalls and tack spaces are 3.5 feet  
 wide.  The cost is $25.00 per stall/space and based on  
 availability (no refunds). Purchase space is based on   
 number of animals delivered to the show.  

 Exhibitor/ Herd Unit with 1 – 5 head are    
 allowed to purchase up to 3 additional tack spaces

 Exhibitor/ Herd Unit with 6 – 10 head are    
 allowed  to purchase up to 5 additional tack spaces
  Exhibitor/ Herd Unit with 11 – 15 head are   
  allowed to purchase up to 8 additional tack   
  spaces

  Exhibitor/Herd Unit with over 15 head are   
  allowed to purchase up to 10 additional tack  
  spaces

At time of entry, follow the link to the stalling 
request form. Open and youth exhibitors in a herd   
unit, all exhibitors to be tied together, and/or in same 
area should be listed on one stalling form. All exhibitors  
are required to complete the form. All requests and any  
additional information must be on the form. 
Please send to: entry@kyvenues.com once completed,  
no later than August 2nd.

 Stalling Request Form: https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/
urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:2abb5c2c-6fc5-4df4-bcfa-e558dbebc2c7 

3. Bedding is provided by the exhibitor. This may be   
 brought from home or purchased at the Fair from   
 the offi cial state vendor. Storage of large quantities of  
 feed and bedding in the building will not be permitted.  
 Extra feed and bedding shall be kept in your trucks and  
 trailers in the assigned parking area. Truckloads of sand,  
 sawdust, shavings, or tan bark will not be permitted to  
 dump in bulk in the barn. Large bales are permitted for  

 fi rst bedding, but thereafter should be stored in a trailer.  
Round bales are prohibited from entering any building.  

 No KEC employees are permitted to move large bales  
 without a work order. A one-day supply of hay or straw  
 may be brought into the barn each day.
4. Entry fees do not dictate stall space.  Exhibitors will   
 receive one stall for each animal delivered to the Fair,  
 regardless of the number of entries made. Space for   
 tack and display is subject to availability.  NO REFUNDS  
 OF FEES WILL BE MADE.

Dairy Cattle Arrival and Release
1. All 4-H and FFA dairy cattle may arrive beginning at   
 1:00 p.m. Monday, August 17 and shall be on the 
 grounds by 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 19.
2. All open dairy cattle may arrive beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
 Monday,  August 17.  All open dairy cattle shall be on   
 the grounds by 2:00 p.m. Thursday,  August 20.  
3. Dairy cattle fi nished on Saturday, August 22, will  
 be released at the conclusion of the last Satur-  
 day show. 
4. All remaining Dairy cattle will be released on Sunday,  
 August 23 at 3:30 p.m.  All cattle and tack are required  
 to be out of the barn by 8:30 p.m. Sunday, August 23. No  
 overnight stay in the barn on Sunday night. 

Entry Information
Entry Deadline:  July 9
1. See Rule 2 in Stalling and Set Up about entering             
 erroneous entries.
2. Note:  If a herd is registered in the names of the          
 immediate members of a family residing on the same   
 farm, these persons may combine their entries as a   
 “Herd Unit” and be considered as one exhibitor.    
 In order to quality as a “Herd Unit,” all animals   
 are required to be kept in the same herd.  An animal   
 owned by any person in the “Herd Unit” may   
 be substituted for one owned by any    
 other person in the “Herd Unit.”  Animals bred   
 by any members of the ”Herd Unit” will be considered  
 as having been bred by the “Herd Unit.” 
3. Dairy animals eligible for Kentucky classes are required  
 to be owned, housed, and maintained in Kentucky   
 through the Kentucky State Fair show of the current   
 year, transferred to a Kentucky resident at the breed                         
 association by August 1.  Dairy animals eligible for Youth  
 4-H/FFA classes should be housed and maintained in   
 Kentucky by June 1 through the Kentucky State Fair   
 show of the current year.  See the youth dairy rules for  
 more specifi c information and eligibility for youth    
 classes. 
4. Animals owned in partnership or by syndicate may be  
 shown in the name of the partnership or syndicate only,  
 except that, at the time of entry, a determination will  
 be made what animals will be shown in the name of   
 one partner or syndicate member.  Animals should be  

OPEN DAIRY CATTLE GENERAL RULES



 shown the same way in group classes, including State   
 Herd, as they are in open single classes.
5. All dairy animals shall have registration papers in the   
 owner’s name or a photocopy of valid papers in process  
 for registration or transfer (to be collected by the 
 Superintendent and forwarded to the appropriate
 Association) to be eligible to show.  No animal will be  
 checked in without this identifi cation.
6. SUBSTITUTIONS are allowed in the same class with   
 the same exhibitor. In addition, two (2) “Wild Card”   
 open substitutions (out of class) will be allowed per   
 Exhibitor or “Herd Unit.” Substitutions are required to  
 be made within the same breed. 
7. Animals in genetic recovery programs that are eligible  
 for their respective National breed show are also       
 eligible to show at the Kentucky State Fair.
8. All animals meeting the color requirements of the   
 American Milking Shorthorn Society shall be eligible to  
 show in  the Milking Shorthorn Show, regardless of 
 suffi x/prefi x indicated on papers. Specifi cally, any animal  
 meeting color requirements at the GE level or above  
 shall be eligible to show. All entries in the Milking Short- 
 horn Division are not eligible to show in another breed.  
 A representative of the Milking Shorthorn Breed will  
 verify registration papers during check-in. 
8.  A valid Social Security Number or Tax ID number is 
 required when entering in order to receive a check for  
 premiums won.
9.  Be sure to review exhibitor’s name in youth   
 show vs. open show. Entries in the youth show   
 can only be made in the youth’s name and   
 payment for premiums will only be made to the  
 youth registered for the show (see 4-H/FFA Live 
 stock Rules for non-ownership animals and   
 breed leases) 
10. Entries can only be made through our online entry   
 system at www.kystatefair.org ALL ENTRIES SHALL  
 BE MADE IN THE NAME SHOWN ON THE   
 REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE. EACH
 EXHIBITOR SHALL BE ENTERED SEPARATELY.   

NOTE:If a herd is registered in the names of immediate 
 members of a family residing on the same farm, these persons  
 may combine their entries as a “herd unit” and be considered  
 as one exhibitor. In order to qualify as a “herd unit” all animals  
 are required to be kept in the same herd. An animal owned  
 by a person in the “herd unit” may be substitued for   
 one owned by any other person in the “herd unit.”   
 Animals bred by any members of the “herd unit” will   
 be considered as having been bred by the “herd unit.” 

Rules Applicable to Dairy Cattle
1. All competing animals will be exhibited in the ring at the  
 discretion of the Superintendent.  Any exhibitor failing  
 to comply with the general rules applying to their       
 department will forfeit premiums.
2. Superintendents shall exclude livestock from              
 competition if the animal is not present in the make   
 up area after the last call made over the PA system. If an  
 animal is excluded from competition, all entry fees and  
 charges are forfeited without liability to the Kentucky  
 State Fair Board.

3. All animals in production classes, at the discretion of   
 show management, are subject to ultrasound testing   
 and/or milk sample testing and/or milk    
 out evaluation pursuant to Kentucky Law KRS   
 246 dealing with unethical practices used in regard to  
 livestock and the criminal penalties involved.
4. All breed Open Show Grand Champion and Open   
 Show Reserve Grand Champions are required to be   
 milk sampled following their showing and before milk  
 out. Show offi cials will present testing procedures at   
 the show ring to the exhibitor and monitor the   
 sampling at the designated site.
5. Animals with abnormal test results are subject to      
 disciplinary provisions by Show Management and the   
 Kentucky State Fair Board, which may include:    
 disqualifi cation of animal with abnormal test, 
 disqualifi cation of all exhibitor’s entries, forfeiture of   
 awards/premiums, being banned from future exhibitions,  
 and other sanctions.  The exhibitor will be notifi ed in  
 written form of possible violation and will be invited to 
 provide a written statement prior to defending the   
 allegations in person.  The Kentucky State Fair Board   
 will consider test results, exhibitor’s information, and  
 the Purebred Dairy Cattle Association (PDCA) rules to  
 make decisions on violations and penalties.
6. Exhibitors will be required to wear show harnesses for  
 all classes. No barbed or pronged halters are allowed.
7. Only one (1) handler per animal will be allowed in the  
 rings for the Open Show. A waiver may be signed by   
 the exhibitor and handler if more than one person   
 exhibits the animal in the Open Show and is required to   
 be submitted to Show Management one hour prior to  
 that show.
8. No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings or  
 show rings.  

Milking Parlor
First Milking – Monday Afternoon, August 17
Last Milking – Sunday Afternoon, August 23

1. The Kentucky State Fair will again have a milking parlor  
 for the convenience of the dairy exhibitors, and   
 everyone is welcome to use it.  Any exhibitor wishing  
 to bring a portable milker for their own use shall also  
 bring milk cans.
2. All portable milking equipment shall pass sanitary        
 inspection of Health Department personnel assigned to  
 work with the milking facility.
3. Milk from each exhibitor’s cattle will be tested for the  
 presence of antibiotics during the fi rst milking and   
 periodically throughout the show.  We solicit   
 your cooperation in only bringing milk of acceptable   
 quality to the parlor.
4. All bulks will be tested for antibiotics prior to delivery  
 to a processing plant.  Tanks of milk found to contain   
 antibiotics shall be disposed of at the expense   
 of exhibitors.
5. Any exhibitor found offering milk for sale containing   



antibiotics shall be prohibited from selling milk for   
the remainder of the show.
6. The Kentucky State Fair Board may bar repeat or  
 chronic violators from participating in the Fair.

Youth Dairy Costume Contest   
Contest:  Friday, August 21, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
Exhibitors can pick up an entry form in the Livestock Offi ce 
on Monday, August 17.
All completed entry forms shall be returned to the Livestock 
Offi ce by 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, the day before the contest. If  
additional information is needed, please contact the Entry  
Department at entry@kyvenues.com

The winner of last year’s grand prize is not eligible for the 
current year’s grand prize.
Divisions:
Novice – children from toddlers able to walk (may be                
 accompanied by a parent or sibling), to children  
 under nine (9) years of age as of January 1 of the  
 current year.
 Junior – Ages 9 to 13 as of January 1, 2026
 Senior – 14 and over, but still youth show eligible

Exceptions may be made for physical disabilities of partici-
pating youth. It is recommended that participants have some 
knowledge of showing dairy animals.  

The Youth Dairy Costume Contest Committee will provide 
awards to the top three participants in each division. The judg-
ing breakdown is as follows:  50% creativity, 25% participant’s  
interaction with the animal, and 25% participant is having fun. 

Novice Dairy Show
Contest:  Friday, August 21, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

The special exhibition is for children from toddlers able to walk, to 
children under nine (9) years of age as of January 1 of the current 
year.  All exhibitors will be introduced.
 • Parents can pay a $5.00 entry fee at the 
  Livestock Offi ce on Friday, August 21.
 • Each exhibitor will receive a $5.00 bill and a  
  participation ribbon.

Oldies, but Goodies Showmanship Contest
Contest:  Friday, August 21, 2026 at the conclusion of the Novice 
Dairy Show

1. Shall be 21 years or older to enter contest.
2. Female dairy heifers or cows shall be exhibited. You do not have 
to own the animal you exhibit. An animal may be borrowed for the 
class. 
3. It is $20 to enter or nominate a friend. Entries may be made in 
the Livestock Offi ce prior to the show. 
4. If a person nominated does not wish to participate, it is a $20 fee 
to buy your way out of the contest. Their name will be announced 
as a participant at showtime.
5. The winner of 2026 Dairy Cattle Showmanship Commissioner’s 
trophy will judge the contest. All decisions by the judge will be fi nal. 
6. The Louisville Jersey Parrish will provide the award to the winner 
of the contest. 
7. All proceeds benefi t the Kentucky Jersey Cattle Club. 
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AYRSHIRE

BROWN SWISS

GUERNSEY



OPEN DAIRY CATTLE PREMIUM SCHEDULE

HOLSTEIN

JERSEY

MILKING SHORTHORN



OPEN DAIRY CATTLE PREMIUM SCHEDULE

RED AND WHITE

OPEN DAIRY CATTLE SPECIAL AWARDS
Grand Breed Champion

1st ~ $50 & Banner

Reserve Grand Breed Champion
1st ~ $30 & Banner

Breed Senior Champion
1st ~ $50 & Rosette

Reserve Breed Senior Champion
1st ~ $25 & Rosette

Breed Intermediate Champion
1st ~ $50 & Rosette

Reserve Breed Intermediate Champion
1st ~ $25 & Rosette

Breed Junior Champion
1st ~ $50 & Rosette

Reserve Breed Junior Champion
1st ~ $25 & Rosette

 KY Milk Production Classes
1st ~ $25

Breed Champion Milk Production Cow
1st ~ $50 & Rosette 



AYRSHIRE
DIVISION 201

Banner
Banner
Plaque presented by KY PDCA

OPEN DAIRY CATTLE SPECIAL AWARDS
Supreme Champion Dairy Heifer

1st ~ $500 & Banner

Supreme Champion Dairy Cow
1st ~ $1000 & Banner

Supreme Herdsman Award
1st ~ $150 & Banner



Banner
Banner
Plaque presented by KY PDCA

GUERNSEY
DIVISION 203

BROWN SWISS
DIVISION 202

Banner
Banner
Plaque presented by KY PDCA



HOLSTEIN
DIVISION 204

Banner
Banner
Plaque presented by KY PDCA

JERSEY
DIVISION 205

Rider’s Jersey
O’Bryan Dairy

Banner
Banner
Plaque presented by KY PDCA



RED AND WHITE
DIVISION 207

Banner
Banner
Plaque presented by KY PDCA

MILKING SHORTHORN
DIVISION 206

Banner
Banner
Plaque presented by KY PDCA



OPEN SWINE 
SUPERINTENDENT: Jason P’Pool

ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY:  July 16, 2026

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

OPEN SWINE SHOW SCHEDULE
Friday,  August 28

6:00 pm   Open Market Hog and Crossbred Gilt Weight  
  Cards Due - via QR Code
Saturday,  August 29

8:00 am  Open Market Hog Show (following: Open Crossbred  
  Show, Open Duroc Show and Open Hampshire Show) -  
  Pavilion North Show Ring

Sunday, August 30

8:00 am  Open Breeding Swine Show (All Other Breeds, 
  Berkshire, Spotted, and Yorkshire) - Pavilion North 
  Show Ring

OPEN SWINE GENERAL RULES
Entry Fee
An entry fee of $15 per head will be charged for all entries sub-
mitted by 11:59 p.m. on July 9.
OPEN LATE ENTRIES:  A late entry fee ($50 per head) will be 
charged for all entries submitted after July 9.  Late entries shall 
be submitted through our online entry system by 11:59 p.m. on 
July 16.  No late entries will be accepted in the 4-H/FFA Youth 
Livestock Show.

Swine Show Arrival and Release Information 
1. Open show swine will be accepted according to the   
 following schedule:

Monday, August 24 8:00 am to 10:00 
pm

Friday, August 28 12:00 Noon to 
4:00 pm and in 
place by 5:00 pm

Monday arrivals are required to have Junior Show Entries
       Swine will NOT be received on Tuesday- August 25, 

Wednesday-August 26, or Thursday-August 27.
2. Due to space considerations, out-of-state exhibitors   
 may not arrive until after 12:00 p.m. noon on Friday, 
 August 28.
3. 4-H/FFA Youth show only shall be out of the barn by   
 8:00 a.m. on August 28.  Animals in the Championship  
 Drive will be released after the completion of the Drive.

4. Open show swine will be released at 3:00 p.m. on Sun- 
 day, August 30.

Stalling and Setup
1. Pens will be assigned upon arrival by superintendent   
 and swine show staff.
2. All bedding shall be provided by the exhibitor.  This may  
 be brought from home or purchased at the Fair from  
 the offi cial state vendor.  No bulk sawdust, tan bark, or  
 shavings are permitted.  Only baled or bagged bedding is  
 allowed.
3. Bedding, feed, or equipment will not be allowed in pens,  
 and should be stored in alley in back of pens or along  
 walls.        

Entry Information
1. The name of the exhibitor, as entered on the online    
 entry form, shall be the same name as the current      
 owner as shown on breed registration paper.    
 Each exhibitor shall be entered separately through   
 the online entry system.
2. Each exhibitor is limited to four (4) open market hogs  
 in any one (1) breed.  If an exhibitor shows more than  
 one (1) breed of open market hogs, he/she may exhibit  
 a total of six (6) open market hogs.
3. Entry fee is per head.  Fees do not determine the              
 number of pens.  No refunds. 



Rules Applicable to Swine
1.  Age classifi cations for the 2026 Breeding Swine Show: 
  December 1, 2025 – March 31, 2026.
2.  All competing swine will be exhibited in the ring at the  
 discretion of the Superintendent.  Any exhibitor failing  
 to comply with the general rules applying to their        
 department will forfeit premiums.
4. Oiling hogs will not be allowed at the Kentucky State  
 Fair; however, painting of hogs is accepted. No aerosol  
 cans will be allowed in the make up rings or
 show rings. 
5. Any animals that, in the opinion of the judge, is being   
 shown out of class shall not be awarded a prize.
6. All animals to be exhibited shall be properly checked in  
 with show management prior to the show.  Registration  
 papers for purebreds are required to be presented at  
 check-in.
7. Not more than three (3) animals from the same          
 exhibitor shall be allowed to be shown in any one (1)  
 class for individual animals. A maximum of two premi- 
 ums and ribbons will be awarded to any one exhibitor  
 in a single class.
8. Breeding animals exhibited shall carry ear notches or  
 ear tags identifying the litter to which they belong. 
9. All animals exhibited shall have been born December  
 1, 2025 – March 31, 2026.  Purebred breeding   
 swine will be broken into classes based on age.   
 Crossbred breeding swine will be broken into classes  
 based on weight. Exhibitors of Crossbred breeding   
 swine should submit their weights via online submission  
 form (QR). The weight submitted will be the declared  
 weight of the animal. There will be no changing of   
 weight after the form has closed.Weights shall be   
 submitted by 6:00 p.m, Friday, August 28th.
10. All beds, cots, bedding, etc., shall be made up and out of  
 aisles by 8:00 am. each day.
11. No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings or  
 show rings.  

Open Market Hog Division
1. Animals exhibited in the 4-H/FFA Youth Market Hog   
 Division and Breeding Gilt Division are eligible to   
 compete in the Open Market Hog Division.
2. Both market gilts and barrows are eligible to compete  
 in the Open Market Hog Division.  Gilts exhibited in the  
 Open Breeding Swine Division may not be shown in the  
 Open Market Division. Decision shall be made at time  
 of entry.
3. Exhibitors will declare their market hog weights via   
 online submission form (QR) (an offi cial weigh-in will  
 not be conducted by show offi cials).  The weight   
 submitted will be the declared weight of the animal.   
 There will be no changing of weight after the form has  
 closed. Weights shall be submitted by 6:00 p.m, Friday,  
 August 28th.
4. All market hogs shall weigh between 220 and 285   
 pounds.  There will be no variance from this   
 weight range.
5. At least the top three placing market hogs in each class  
 will be weighed by the Swine Superintendent or their  

 representative as the animals leave the show ring.  Any  
 market hog that weighs more than 15 pounds over its  
 offi cial declared weight will be disqualifi ed.  No premi- 
 ums will be paid on disqualifi ed animals.
6. A breed shall have fi fteen (15) animals checked in  
 to have a separate class for that breed.  All open market  
 hogs shown in a breed class shall have a registration   
 certifi cate issued by the respective breed association  
 showing animal identifi cation and ownership, and the   
 animal shall exhibit typical breed characteristics.  The  
 sex may be listed as boar on the pedigrees for barrows.   
 Fifteen (15) head minimum are required for purebred  
 classes.  If fewer than fi fteen (15) head are present,   
 they will go into a “Light AOB” or “Dark AOB” category. 
7. A Breed Champion from each purebred division will be  
 selected in the Open Market Hog Show.  The Breed   
 Champions from each purebred division will compete  
 with the crossbred division winners for Grand Champi- 
 on Open market hog.
8. Open Market Hog Division exhibitors are responsible  
 for removing their animals from the grounds at the   
 conclusion of the show.  Show management WILL   
 NOT be responsible for removing animals from the   
 grounds.

Open Breeding Swine Division  
1. At the time of entry, all purebred animals entered in   
 this department, including pigs under six (6) months old,  
 shall be properly named and recorded in the Herd Book  
 of the breed association to which they belong.
2. All Berkshire swine shall be registered by the American  
 Berkshire Association (ABA), 2637 Yeager Road, West  
 Lafayette, IN  47906.  Said registration paper should be  
 presented at the time of check-in.  
3. All animals placing will be checked for ear notches or  
 ear tags, and registration papers will be required for   
 purebred animals.
4. All hogs to be eligible to compete shall have been   
 owned by the exhibitor for at least sixty (60) days prior  
 to the opening day of the Kentucky State Fair. For pure- 
 bred animals, the day of purchase shall be construed to  
 be the date transfer that is recorded with the Record  
 Association.
5. All purebred pigs shown should be registered in the    
 Record Associations of the breeds to which they belong  
 and should be in the name of the exhibitor.  All          
 purebred pigs shall exhibit typical breed characteristics.   
 Exhibitors shall be prepared to show certifi cates of   
 registry and proper transfer for all purebred animals   
 they are showing.
6. All classes will be shown oldest to youngest. 



OPEN SWINE PREMIUM SCHEDULE

OPEN SWINE SPECIAL AWARDS
Gilt Breed Champion Sweepstakes

1st ~ $100 & Banner

OPEN BREEDING DIVISIONS

Open Divisions- Breeding
301 
302 
303 
304 

Open Divisions- Breeding
305 
306 
307 

OPEN MARKET HOG DIVISIONS
Open Divisions- Market Hogs

Div. # Division Name
308 
309 
310 
311 
312 

Open Divisions- Breeding
Div. # Division Name
313 
314 
315 
316 
317 

Swine Health Requirements
• Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) Inspections will be conducted prior to entry to the fairgrounds at the “V” 
Lot to the right of the Main Gate 1 on Phillips Lane. 
• All Swine shall have a valid Health Paper / CVI including Offi cial Identifi cation (e.g. – USDA 840 RFID tag, etc.). This requirement will 
apply to all animals in shipment, including Transit Animals. 
• After Health Paper / CVI Inspection and Animal Health inspection is completed in the “V” lot, all animals shall enter through Gate 1. 
• Inspection of livestock will be performed at the “V” lot. Exhibitors will receive an Animal Health Check Card, that will be signed by 
the inspector at the “V” lot and collected by the Species Show Superintendent during check-in procedures.
• All livestock are subject to visual inspection by the OSV Animal Health staff and/or the Offi cial Show Veterinarian at any time. 
• Health Regulations are subject to change at any time. Please check with your local veterinarian or the offi ce listed below for 

current health requirements. For additional or updated general animal shipping information, contact the Offi ce of the State Vet-

erinarian at (502) 782-5901 or visit the website at: https://www.kyagr.com/statevet/animal-movement.html.



OPEN SHEEP
SUPERINTENDENT: Cecil Goodlett

ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY:  July 16, 2026

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

Friday, August 28

5:00-10:00 pm Open Sheep Move In

Saturday, August 29 

8:00-10:00 am All Open Sheep Check In

12:00 pm Open Sheep Show - Natural Colored, Dorper/  
  White Dorper, AOB- Wool, Polled/Horned Dorsets,   
  Southdown, Merinos, Katahdins, & AOB-Meat - Pavilion   
  South Show Ring

Sunday, August 30

8:30 am  Open Sheep Show - Columbia, Corriedales,   
  Rambouillet, Suffolks, Hampshires,  Border Cheviots,   
  Oxford, & Shropshires (followed by the selection of   
  Supreme Champion Ram & Ewe, then followed by the 
  Open Sheep Exhibitor’s Meeting)  - Pavilion South Show  
  Ring

3:00 pm  Open Sheep Release Begins

OPEN SHEEP SHOW SCHEDULE

OPEN SHEEP GENERAL RULES
Entry Fee
An entry fee of $15 per head will be charged for all entries             
submitted by 11:59 p.m. on July 9.

LATE ENTRIES:  A late entry fee ($50 per head) will be charged 
for all entries submitted after 11:59 p.m. on July 9.  Late entries 
shall be submitted through our online entry system by 11:59 p.m. 
on July 16.  No late entries will be accepted in the 4-H/FFA Youth 
Livestock Show.

Entry Information
1. The name of the exhibitor, as entered on the online    
 entry form, shall be the same name as the current     
 owner as shown on breed registration paper.    
 Each exhibitor should be entered separately through   
 the online entry system.
2. Entries in the sheep department should include the   
 name, registration number, and date of birth   
 of the animal to be exhibited.  Entries in group   

 classes should be made on the entry form.  Use   
 of “entry” as a description will be suffi cient.   
3. Kentucky classes are open to Kentucky exhibitors only.   
 Animals eligible for Kentucky classes are required to be  
 Kentucky owned or co-owned and maintained in Ken- 
 tucky. Each individual animal class shall include Kentucky  
 placings for eligible animals.

Stalling and Setup
1. All Sheep are required to be penned by 10:00 p.m. on  
 Friday, August 28 and checked in by 10:00 am, on Satur- 
 day, August 29.
2. All bedding shall be provided by the exhibitor.  This may  
 be brought from home or purchased at the Fair from  
 the offi cial state vendor.  No bulk sawdust, tan bark, or  
 shavings are permitted.  Only baled or bagged bedding.
3. Open Class Sheep may begin arriving at 5:00 pm, Friday  
 August 28th.



OPEN SHEEP PREMIUM SCALE

OPEN SHEEP SPECIAL AWARDS
SHEPHERD’S AWARDS

General Sheep Information 
1. Lamb Classes:  Animals shown in lamb classes are   
 required to have all lamb teeth and show in the class   
 determined by their registration papers.
2. If requested by the superintendent, a certifi cate of       
 ownership from the Breed Association shall be shown.
3. Pedigrees of sheep shall be recorded in the American  
 or Foreign Record for the particular breed to which   
 they belong.  All sheep in purebred classes shall   
 be registered in the fl ock books of their respective   
 breeds and bear the American ear tags of their   
 association as required.
4. No muzzles are allowed in the sheep barn.
5. An exhibitor is limited to four entries in the yearling or  
 senior lamb classes and may enter no more than two  
 entries per class in the January, February and March   
 lamb classes.  Only one entry in the group classes is   
 permitted.  

6. Any breed shown in the All Other Breeds (AOB) Meat  
 or Wool divisons having 12 or more registered animals  
 checked in for two consecutive years will be eligible   
 for their own breed show in year three. Once   
 any breed has established their own breed show, a   
 minimum of 6 head are required to be checked in to   
 keep their own show. Should a breed have fewer than 6  
 head check in for two consecutive years, that breed   
 show will be dropped the third year and animals in that  
 breed will be eligible to show in the appropriate AOB  
 Class. 
7. There shall be a minimum of 6 head in a breed show to  
 award a Premier Exhibitor. 
8. Premier Exhibitor awards will be calculated based on  
 the placings in individual animal classes only.
9. No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings  
 or show rings.  



BORDER CHEVIOT
DIVISION 401

OXFORD
DIVISION 402

SOUTHDOWN
DIVISION 403



POLLED DORSET
DIVISION 404

HORNED DORSET
DIVISION 405

HAMPSHIRE
DIVISION 406



CORRIEDALE
DIVISION 407

SUFFOLK
DIVISION 408

COLUMBIA 
DIVISION 409

RAMBOUILLET 
DIVISION 410



NATURAL COLORED 
DIVISION 411

DORPER 
DIVISION 412

WHITE DORPER 
DIVISION 413

SHROPSHIRE
DIVISION 414



MERINO
DIVISION 415

KATAHDIN
DIVISION 416

ALL OTHER BREEDS, MEAT
DIVISION 418

LINCOLN
DIVISION 417



ALL OTHER BREEDS, WOOL
DIVISION 419

Sheep Health Requirements 
• Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) Inspections will be conducted prior to entry to the fairgrounds at the “V” 
Lot to the right of the Main Gate 1 on Phillips Lane. 
• All Sheep shall have a valid Health Paper / CVI including Offi cial Identifi cation (e.g. – USDA 840 RFID tag, Scrapie Tags, etc.) This 
requirement will apply to all animals in shipment, including Transit Animals. 
• After Health Paper / CVI Inspection and Animal Health inspection is completed in the “V” lot, all animals shall enter through Gate 1. 
• Inspection of livestock will be performed at the “V” lot. Exhibitors will receive an Animal Health Check Card, that will be signed by 
the inspector at the “V” lot and collected by the Species Show Superintendent during check-in procedures.
• All livestock are subject to visual inspection by the OSV Animal Health staff and/or the Offi cial Show Veterinarian at any time. 
• Health Regulations are subject to change at any time. Please check with your local veterinarian or the offi ce listed 
below for current health requirements. For additional or updated general animal shipping information, contact 
the Offi ce of the State Veterinarian at (502) 782-5901 or visit the website at: https://www.kyagr.com/statevet/ani-
mal-movement.html. 



OPEN DAIRY GOATS
SUPERINTENDENT: Ray Graves
ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY:  July 16, 2026

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

OPEN DAIRY GOAT SHOW SCHEDULE
Wednesday, August 19

10:00 am Open Dairy Goat Move In Begins

8:00 pm  Open Dairy Goat Move In Ends

Friday, August 21

9:00 am  Open Dairy Goat Show (Junior Does) - Pavilion   
  North Show Ring

Saturday, August 22

9:00 am  Open Dairy Goat Show (Senior Does followed by  
  Dairy Goat Costume Contest)

Sunday, August 23
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm  
  Dairy Goat Move Out- all Dairy Goats shall be  
  out of the barn no later than 9:00 pm

Special Rules
• This is an offi cial American Dairy Goat Association   
 (ADGA) show.
• Junior and senior shows are separately sanctioned.    
 ADGA rules will govern.
 
Entry Fee
An entry fee of $15 per head will be charged for all entries sub-
mitted by 11:59 p.m. on July 9.
OPEN LATE ENTRIES:  A late entry fee ($50 per head) will be 
charged for all entries submitted after 11:59 p.m. on July 9. Late 
entries should be submitted through our online entry system by 
11:59 p.m. on July 16. No late entries will be accepted in the 4-H/
FFA Youth Livestock Show.

Entry Information 
1. The name of the exhibitor, as entered on the online     
 entry form, shall be the same name as the current      
 owner as shown on breed registration paper.    
 Each exhibitor should be entered separately through   
 the online entry system.
2. All names included on one I.D. number constitute only  
 one membership: therefore, only one exhibitor.  Only  
 the I.D on the registration/recordation certifi cate or on  
 the stamped duplicate application is proof of ownership.
3. In all classes, the exhibitor is the owner as evidenced by  
 the name on the registration or recordation certifi cate.   
 A breeder is defi ned as the entity listed as “breeder” on  
 the registration or recordation certifi cate. 

Stalling and Setup
1. On Wednesday, August 19, open dairy goats will be      
 accepted beginning at 10:00 a.m. and shall be in place no  
 later than 8:00 p.m. 
2. All bedding shall be provided by exhibitor.  This may be  
 brought from home or purchased at the fair from the  
 offi cial state vendor.  No bulk sawdust, tan bark, or     
 shavings are permitted.  Only baled or bagged bedding  
 allowed.
3. Pens will be assigned by the Superintendent according  
 to availability and number of goats. Additional tack space  
 will no longer be available for purchase.  Space for tack  
 and display is subject to availability.
4. Herd signs shall not exceed 3 ft. by 4 ft.
5. Only goats exhibited in the show will be permitted on  
 the grounds.

General Dairy Goat Information 
1. Only American Dairy Goat Association, American Goat  
 Society, and Canadian Goat Society registered, recorded,  
 or applied for animals that are recognized by ADGA   
 as dairy animals, may be shown in offi cial American 
 Dairy Goat Association shows.  ADGA rules shall
 govern.
2. A registration or recordation certifi cate is required for  
 all animals six months of age or older.
3. A registration or recordation certifi cate or a stamped  
 duplicate application showing the date received by the  
 ADGA offi ce is required for all animals under   

OPEN DAIRY GOAT GENERAL RULES



 six months of age.  Show offi cials shall not accept copies  
 of the aforesaid, any other documents in lieu of them, or  
 information obtained from the ADGA offi ce via   
 telephone, etc.
4. The  document for the animal to be shown shall be   
 added to the show offi cial who shall read it and   
 compare its information to that on its entry form and  
 verify the information on both.
5. Persons showing animals whose registration/                
 recordation certifi cates have signed transfers that have  
 not been processed by the ADGA offi ce shall show   
 those animals in the owner’s name shown on   
 ADGA records at that time.
6. Animals with natural horns shall not be shown.
7. The base date for computing the age of the animal is   
 the day the animal is to be judged.  All animals   
 shown in group classes are required to have competed  
 in individual classes.  No animal shall knowingly for any  
 reason be entered, exhibited, or judged in the wrong   
 age class.

8. MALE GOATS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN THESE                   
 DIVISIONS. 
9. No clipping will be allowed from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
10. No guarantee can be made as to the safety of the               
 exhibits, but every precaution will be taken to safeguard  
 the animals.
11. Order of Show
 The show order is not subject to change.
 Alpine   Nubian
 Saanen   Toggenburg
 LaMancha  Recorded Grades
 All Other Purebreds Sable
 Nigerian Dwarf
12. Dairy animals eligible for Kentucky classes are required  
 to be housed and maintained in Kentucky through the  
 Kentucky State Fair show of the current year,   
 transferred to a Kentucky resident at the breed       
 association by August 1.  
13. No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings or  
 show rings.  

OPEN DAIRY GOAT PREMIUM SCHEDULE

OPEN DAIRY GOAT SPECIAL AWARDS
SHEPHERD’S AWARDS

PREMIER EXHIBITOR
1st ~Banner

BEST JUNIOR DOE IN SHOW
1st ~Banner

BEST SENIOR DOE IN SHOW
1st ~Banner

BEST UDDER IN SHOW
1st ~Banner



OPEN DIVISIONS DAIRY GOATS

Open Divisions-Dairy Goats
Div. # Division Name
501 
502 
503 
504 
505 

Open Divisions-Dairy Goats
Div. # Division Name
506 
507 
508 
509 

Dairy Goat Health Requirements
• Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) Inspections will be conducted prior to entry to the fairgrounds at the “V” 
Lot to the right of the Main Gate 1 on Phillips Lane. 
• All Dairy Goats shall have a valid Health Paper / CVI including Offi cial Identifi cation (OID) (e.g. – USDA 840 RFID tag, Scrapie Tags, 
Tattoo with registration paper, etc.) This requirement will apply to all animals in shipment, including Transit Animals. 
• All Goats will be required to have a Scrapie Tag except as exempted below:
EXEMPTION: Registered ABGA and ADGA animals are not required to have scrapie tags but shall have tattoos or registration num-
bers for offi cial identifi cation listed on the CVI. To fulfi ll OID requirements, registration papers for the respective animal listed and 
identifi ed by tattoo shall accompany the CVI. 
• After Health Paper / CVI Inspection and Animal Health inspection is completed in the “V” lot, all animals shall enter through Gate 1. 
• Inspection of livestock will be performed at the “V” lot. Exhibitors will receive an Animal Health Check Card, that will be signed by 
the inspector at the “V” lot and collected by the Species Show Superintendent during check-in procedures.
• All livestock are subject to visual inspection by the OSV Animal Health staff and/or the Offi cial Show Veterinarian at any time. 
• Health Regulations are subject to change at any time. Please check with your local veterinarian or the offi ce listed 
below for current health requirements. For additional or updated general animal shipping information, contact 
the Offi ce of the State Veterinarian at (502) 782-5901 or visit the website at: https://www.kyagr.com/statevet/ani-
mal-movement.html.



OPEN BOER GOATS
SUPERINTENDENT: Ray Graves

ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY:  July 16, 2026

Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

OPEN BOER GOAT SHOW SCHEDULE

Friday, August 28

5:00-10:00 pm Open Boer Goat Move In Begins

Saturday,  August 29

12:00 pm All Open Boer Goats Checked In by Noon

Saturday,  August 29

5:00 pm  Open Boer Goat Show

Sunday,  August 30

3:00 pm  Open Boer Goat Release/Move Out

OPEN BOER GOAT GENERAL RULES
Entry Fee
An entry fee of $15 per head will be charged for all entries sub-
mitted by 11:59 p.m. on July 9.
Youth - An entry fee of $15.00 per head will be charged for all 
4-H/FFA entries.
OPEN LATE ENTRIES:  A late entry fee ($50 per head) will be 
charged for all entries submitted after 11:59 p.m. on July 9. Late 
entries shall be submitted through our online entry system by 
11:59 p.m. on July 16. No late entries will be accepted in the 4-H/
FFA Youth Livestock Show. 

Entry Information
1. The name of the exhibitor, as entered on the online    
 entry form, shall be the same name as the current     
 owner as shown on breed registration paper.    
 Each exhibitor should be entered separately through   
 the online entry system.

Stalling and Setup
1. On Friday, August 28, Boer goats will be accepted   
 beginning at 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  All Boer   
 goats should be checked in by 12:00 noon, August 29.
2. All bedding shall be provided by the exhibitor.  This may  
 be brought from home or purchased at the Fair from  
 the offi cial state vendor.  No bulk sawdust, tan bark, or  
 shavings are permitted.  Only baled or bagged bedding is  
 allowed.
3. Pens will be assigned by the Superintendent according  
 to availability and number of Boer goats.
4. Herd signs shall not exceed 3 ft. by 4 ft.
5. Only Boer goats exhibited in the show will be            
 permitted on the grounds.

General Boer Goat Information 
1. All goats shall be registered in the ABGA herd book by  
 the date specifi ed by the show.  All goats entered   
 ABGA-sanctioned shows shall be registered with the  
 ABGA in order to acquire Ennoblement points.
2. Original registration certifi cates are required, except   
 that a copy of a registration application, stamped with  
 the date received by one of the listed associations, can  
 be accepted for kids less than three (3) months of age.   
 Animals over the age of three (3) months are required  
 to have the original registration certifi cate in hand at   
 the time of show.
3. The documents specifi ed above as the requirements   
 for that age animal to be shown shall be presented to  
 the Show Secretary for verifi cation before the judging  
 begins.
4. All goats shall have legible tattoos consistent with the  
 registration certifi cate, or the animal will be         
 disqualifi ed.  If an animal is disqualifi ed due to illegible  
 or inconsistent tattoos, all lower placing animals will   
 be moved up in placement.  Point winners from each 
 class are required to have their tattoos read and re-  
 corded.  The judge will be responsible for ensuring that  
 tattoos are ready and properly recorded.  The show   
 secretary will be responsible for recording the tattoos  
 and informing the judge as to which point-eligible goats  
 will need to be checked.  An exhibitor showing animals  
 with a microchip as a permanent identifi cation is re-   
 quired to provide a microchip reader for verifi cation   
 of animal identity.
5. Birth dates, as listed on the registration certifi cate, will  
 be used in determining class/division.



6. Classes:  All animals are required to be registered 
 Purebred, Fullblood, or percentage blood Boer goats.   
 Percentage doe classes are for goats 50% to 88% Boer;  
 Fullblood classes are for does that are 94.75% and high- 
 er and bucks that are 96.87% and higher.  Progeny of   
 fresh does will not be allowed in the ring with their   
 dam.  The Champion and the Reserve Champion classes  
 will be chosen from the fi rst and second place animals  
 in that division of the show. 
7. No animal bracing is allowed at ABGA-sanctioned   
 shows.  Goats’ front legs shall be on the ground during  
 the judging.  Front feet shall remain on the arena fl oor  
 during Judge’s evaluation.  Exhibitors may lift their feet  
 off the ground for a period not to exceed 10 seconds  
 when posing the goat.
8. At the discretion of the judge and the superintendent,  
 the animals may be let loose in the ring as a function of  
 judging.

9. Substitutions will be allowed in the same class only and  
 are required to have the same ownership as the original  
 entry. Substitutions should be made at check-in.
10. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to refrain from  
 presenting any animal owned by the presiding judge   
 within 90 days prior to the show date.
11. Animals eligible for Kentucky classes are required to be  
 housed and maintained in Kentucky through the 
 Kentucky State Fair show of the current year,   
 transferred to a Kentucky resident at the breed   
 association by August 1.  
12.  No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings or  
 show rings.  

OPEN BOER GOAT PREMIUM SCALE

Market Goats / ABGA Health Requirements
• Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) Inspections will be conducted prior to entry to the fairgrounds at the “V” 
Lot to the right of the Main Gate 1 on Phillips Lane. 
• All Meat Goats shall have a valid Health Paper / CVI including Offi cial Identifi cation (OID) (e.g. – USDA 840 RFID tag, Scrapie Tags, 
etc.) This requirement will apply to all animals in shipment, including Transit Animals. 
• All Goats will be required to have a Scrapie Tag except as exempted below:
EXEMPTION: Registered ABGA and ADGA animals are not required to have scrapie tags but shall have tattoos or registration num-
bers for offi cial identifi cation listed on the CVI. To fulfi ll OID requirements, registration papers for the respective animal listed and 
identifi ed by tattoo shall accompany the CVI. 
• After Health Paper / CVI Inspection and Animal Health inspection is completed in the “V” lot, all animals shall enter through Gate 1. 
• Inspection of livestock will be performed at the “V” lot. Exhibitors will receive an Animal Health Check Card, that will be signed by 
the inspector at the “V” lot and collected by the Species Show Superintendent during check-in procedures.
• All livestock are subject to visual inspection by the OSV Animal Health staff and/or the Offi cial Show Veterinarian at any time. 
• Health Regulations are subject to change at any time. Please check with your local veterinarian or the offi ce listed 
below for current health requirements. For additional or updated general animal shipping information, contact 
the Offi ce of the State Veterinarian at (502) 782-5901 or visit the website at: https://www.kyagr.com/statevet/ani-
mal-movement.html.



FULLBLOOD BOER BUCKS
DIVISION 903

FULLBLOOD BOER DOES
DIVISION 902

PERCENTAGE BOER DOES
(1/2 to 7/8 bloods)

DIVISION 901

OPEN BOER GOAT SPECIAL AWARDS
HERDSMAN AWARDS



MULES & JACKS
SUPERINTENDENT: Merl Shoemaker
ENTRY FORM DUE BY:  July 9, 2026
LATE ENTRY FORMS DUE BY:  July 16, 2026
Credentials ~ Livestock Exhibitor Barn Access /Admission Badge – $25, Barn Access, 14 admission/parking scans, provided with 
Exhibitor Packet that is sent by Mail. Exhibitor Tickets – $44, 11 admission/parking tickets.

OPEN MULES & JACKS SHOW SCHEDULE
Thursday, August 20

8:00 am  Mules & Jacks Move In Begins

Friday, August 21

10:00 pm Mules & Jacks Move In Closes

Sunday, August 23

3:00 pm  Mules & Jacks Hitch Show

Monday,  August 24

10:00 am Mules & Jacks Show

1:30 pm  Mules and Jacks Release/Move Out

OPEN MULES & JACKS GENERAL RULES
Entry Fee 
An entry fee of $25 per head will be charged for all entries sub-
mitted by 11:59 p.m. on July 9th. 
LATE ENTRIES:  Late entry fee ($100 per head) will be charged 
for all entries submitted after 11:59 p.m. on July 9th. Late entries 
should be submitted through our online entry system by 11:59 
p.m. on July 16th. 

Entry and Release Information
1. Entries can only be made through our online entry   
 system at www.kystatefair.org.
2. The name of the exhibitor, as entered on the online   
 entry form, shall be the same name as the current   
 owner.  Each exhibitor should be entered separately   
 through the online entry system.
3. A valid Social Security Number or Tax ID is required   
 when entering in order to receive a check for any 
 premiums won.
4. Mare and Colt is considered one (1) the entry, mare   
 and colt do not need to be entered separately if   
 wanting to show as the pair. 
5. An exhibitor may request an early release only in   
 the event they are participating in an overlapping   
 state fair or livestock show.  The request for early   

release can be submitted to the Kentucky State Fair   
 Entry Department until August 1 and should be   
 emailed to entry@kyvenues.com. The request shall   
 include the contact information for the indicated state  
 fair or livestock show to confi rm participation.  Per-  
 mission will not be granted until the exhibitor’s   
 participation is verifi ed by the indicated state   
 fair or livestock show listed in the request.

6.  Animals will be released at 1:30 pm on Monday, August  
 24th.   
Stalling and Setup
1. All bedding shall be provided by exhibitor.  This may be  
 brought from home or purchased at the Fair from the  
 offi cial state vendor.  No bulk sawdust, tan bark, or   
 shavings are permitted.  Only baled or bagged bedding is  
 allowed.  
2. Exhibitors shall bring their own watering troughs.

General Mules & Jack Stock Information 
1.  All livestock entries should enter through Main Gate/  
 Gate 1 off Phillips Lane  Any trailer bringing livestock to  
 the Fair which is to remain on the grounds throughout  
 the show period and should park in the area designated  
 by the Superintendent or the Kentucky State Fair Board.
2. In classes for young stock, the breeder’s written          
 statement of time of birth shall be produced upon   
 demand of judge or superintendent.
3. All jacks four years old and over are required to have  
 proved themselves to be sires.  Aged jacks and jennets  
 will be reckoned from date of birth.
4. When on exhibition in the ring, each animal shall be    
 under halter or bridle and the owner or employee shall  
 be the handler.
5. Each animal shall be in show condition and deemed   
 worthy by the judge to receive premiums,
6. Mules shall be entered in the appropriate class to     
 compete in mule hitches. 
7. No aerosol cans will be allowed in the make up rings or  
 show rings.  



OPEN MULES & JACKS PREMIUM SCALE

THE GEORGE STILES PERPETUAL MEMORIAL TROPHY
1st ~Four Mule Hitch

GRAND CHAMPION MULE
1st ~$250 & Banner

OPEN MULES & JACKS SPECIAL AWARDS

MULES
DIVISION 800

JACKS
DIVISION 801

HITCH CLASSES
DIVISION 802



Mules & Jacks Health Requirements 
• All Mules & Jacks shall have a valid Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) and a Form VS10-11, or an EIA test 
form verifying negative EIA from a laboratory approved by the USDA, within the past twelve (12) months.  For additional testing or 
requirements due to a reportable disease outbreak, contact Kentucky Department of Agriculture, Offi ce of the State Veterinarian, 109 
Corporate Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601. 
• Health Paper / Certifi cate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) Inspections will be conducted prior to entry to the fairgrounds at the “V” 
Lot to the right of the Main Gate 1 on Phillips Lane. 
• After Health Paper / CVI Inspection and Animal Health inspection is completed in the “V” lot, all animals shall enter through Gate 1. 
• Inspection of livestock will be performed at the “V” lot. Exhibitors will receive an Animal Health Check Card, that will be signed by 
the inspector at the “V” lot and collected by the Species Show Superintendent during check-in procedures.
o All livestock are subject to visual inspection by the OSV Animal Health staff and/or the Offi cial Show Veterinarian at any time. 
• Health Regulations are subject to change at any time. Please check with your local veterinarian or the offi ce listed 
below for current health requirements. For additional or updated general animal shipping information, contact 
the Offi ce of the State Veterinarian at (502) 782-5901 or visit the website at: https://www.kyagr.com/statevet/ani-
mal-movement.html.


